
National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a 

low around 47. East wind around 
5 mph becoming north. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 80. Calm wind. 

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 49. North wind 
around 5 mph. 

Wednesday: Sunny, with a 
high near 86. West wind around 
5 mph becoming calm. 

Wednesday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 53. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high 
near 74. 

Thursday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 44. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high 
near 73. 

Friday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 49. 

Saturday: Sunny, with a high 
near 80. 

Saturday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 53. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high 
near 80.
Friday: High, 85; Low 38
Saturday: High, 85; Low 40
Sunday: High, 80; Low 44
Precip: Friday 0.None
 Saturday 0.None
 Sunday 0.None
 Month: 0.43 inches
 Year:   16.41 inches
 Normal:  16.36 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Tuesday 7:36 a.m. 7:33 p.m.
New Moon at 6:09 a.m.

Wednesday 7:37 a.m. 7:32 p.m.
Moon: waxing 3 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Area/State

Reception planned
for college president

The Colby Community College Board 
will hold a public reception for Dr. Ste-
phen Vacik, the new college president, 
at 4 p.m. Tuesday in room 108 at the stu-
dent union. Vacik began working at the 
college in April. He previously worked 
at East Mississippi Community College 
and Bevill State Community College in 
Alabama. For information, call Debbie 
Schwanke at 460-5411.

Walk to end hunger
set for early October

The Thomas County CROP Hunger 
Walk will begin at 2 p.m. Sunday at  
Trinity Lutheran Church, 855 E. Fifth in 
Colby. The hunger walk has set a goal 
of 50 walkers and hopes to raise $5,000 
to help stop hunger and poverty. A por-
tion of the funds raised here in Thomas 
County will go to the Thomas County 
Genesis Food Bank. For information, 
call Trinity Lutheran Church at 462-
3497.

School plans book fair
for two days next week

Sacred Heart Catholic School will 
have its annual book fair from 4 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 4, and from 2 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 6, in the school 
gym. Proceeds will go to the school 
library. For information, call Principal 
Dave Evert at 460-2813.

Health department 
to hold flu clinic

The Thomas County Health Depart-
ment will hold a Mass Flu Clinic from 
3 to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 5, at the 
Thomas County 4-H building. No ap-
pointments are necessary. Pick up pa-
perwork prior to the clinic at the health 
department. We will be accepting cash, 
check and insurance (be sure to bring a 
copy of your card). Cost is $25 per shot 
or mist. For information, call the Flu In-
formation Line at 460-4599.

Trash trucks will not
pick up grass until spring

The Colby Sanitation Department will 
stop picking up grass separately on Fri-
day, Oct. 7. Residents may continue to 
put grass clippings in with regular trash 
throughout the winter. The department 
will notify people in the spring when 
they should separate the grass from the 
trash again. For information, call the 
Public Works Department at (785) 460-
4420.

Get laboratory tests 
this week at hospital

2011 Wellness Fair discounted labo-
ratory blood tests will be drawn from 
6 to 9 a.m. Tuesday through Saturday 
in the front lobby of Citizens Medical 
Center. The Wellness Fair will be from 
8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Oct. 8, at 
Colby Community College.  Skin can-
cer screenings will only be available be-
ginning at 9 a.m. For information, call 
Jeanene Brown at 460-4850.
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BrieflyWeather

Sponsored by theTVTVTVListings
Tuesday Evening September 27, 2011

7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
KAKE/ABC Dancing With Stars Dancing With Stars Body of Proof Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS NCIS NCIS: Los Angeles Unforgettable Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC The Biggest Loser Parenthood Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX Glee New Girl Raising Local

Cable Channels
A & E Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage

AMC The Mummy The Mummy

ANIM River Monsters Madagascar River Monsters Madagascar

BRAVO Rachel Zoe Project Rachel Zoe Project Rachel Zoe Project Rachel Zoe Project Most Eligible Dallas

CMT Grumpier Old Men Angels Among Us Angels Among Us Truck

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight Anderson Cooper 360 John King, USA Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Work. Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Work. Daily Colbert Tosh.0 Work.

DISC Auction Auction Auction Auction Carfellas Carfellas Auction Auction Carfellas Carfellas

DISN PrankStar Enchanted Fish Hook ANT Farm Wizards Wizards Wizards

E! Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Dirty Soap Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN Catching Hell World, Poker World, Poker SportsCenter

ESPN2 WNBA Basketball Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball Tonight

FAM Step Up 2 St. 50 First Dates The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Cupcake Wars Chopped Chopped Champions Chopped Chopped

FX Wanted Sons of Anarchy Sons of Anarchy Sons of Anarchy

HGTV House For Rent Property Property House Hunters House Hunters Property Property

HIST American Pickers American Pickers Top Shot Top Shot American Pickers

LIFE American Pickers American Pickers Picker Sisters Picker Picker American Pickers

MTV Awkward. Teen Mom Teen Mom Awkward. Teen Mom

NICK Family My Wife George George Friends Friends '70s Show '70s Show George George

SCI P2 The Devil's Advocate The Messengers

SPIKE Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Auction Repo Repo Auction Auction

TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Conan Office Office

TCM Spartacus Seven Days in May

TLC 19 Kids 19 Kids 19 Kids 19 Kids Couple Couple 19 Kids 19 Kids 19 Kids 19 Kids

TNT Law & Order Rush Hour 3 CSI: NY CSI: NY

TOON Looney Gumball King/Hill King/Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Jaw-Dropping Rentals Alaska Unleashed Vegas Insiders Plane Sexy Alaska Unleashed

TV LAND M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Raymond Raymond Raymond Everybody-Raymond Roseanne

USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU CSI: Crime Scene Law & Order: SVU

VH1 La La T.O. Show New Jack City Basketball Wives LA La La T.O. Show

WGN 30 Rock 30 Rock How I Met How I Met WGN News at Nine 30 Rock Scrubs Scrubs Sunny

Premium Channels
HBO Little Fockers Machete Boardwalk Empire Bored

MAX Inception Independence Day Skin-Max

SHOW The Other Woman Weeds The Big C Weeds The Big C Six Wives-Hen
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Wednesday Evening September 28, 2011
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Middle Suburg. Family Happy Revenge Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS Survivor-Pacific Criminal Minds CSI: Crime Scene Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC All Night Free Ag. Harry's Law Law & Order: SVU Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX The X Factor Local

Cable Channels
A & E Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage

AMC The Peacemaker The Peacemaker

ANIM Confessions Confessions Confessions Confessions Confessions

BRAVO Real Housewives Real Housewives Top Chef Dsrt Top Chef Dsrt Real Housewives

CMT Broken Bridges Pure Country

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight Anderson Cooper 360 John King, USA Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Chappelle Chappelle South Pk South Pk South Pk Swardson Daily Colbert South Pk Swardson

DISC MythBusters MythBusters Sons of Guns MythBusters Sons of Guns

DISN ANT Farm Hannah Montana Random ANT Farm Wizards Wizards Wizards

E! Sex-City Sex-City True Hollywood Story E Special Kendra Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN MLB Baseball MLB Baseball

ESPN2 CrossFit CrossFit CrossFit CrossFit Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball Tonight

FAM 50 Dates Sweet Home Alabama The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Restaurant: Im. Restaurant: Im. Restaurant: Im. Food Truck Race Restaurant: Im.

FX Step Brothers Step Brothers Two Men Two Men

HGTV Income Income Property Brothers Property Brothers House Hunters Property Brothers

HIST Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Brad Meltzer's Dec. Brad Meltzer's Dec. Ancient Aliens

LIFE Dance Moms Dance Moms Dance Moms To Be Announced Dance Moms

MTV Jersey Shore Teen Mom The Real World The Real World Awkward.

NICK Family My Wife George George Friends Friends '70s Show '70s Show George George

SCI Ghost Hunters Ghost Hunters Paranormal Witness Ghost Hunters Paranormal Witness

SPIKE The Ultimate Fighter UFC Unleashed The Ultimate Fighter BlueMount BlueMount UFC Unleashed

TBS Browns Browns Payne Payne Payne Payne Conan Office Office

TCM The Constant Nymph Baby Face Two Heads on a Pillow

TLC Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C Extreme C

TNT The Mentalist The Mentalist Bones CSI: NY CSI: NY

TOON Dude Destroy King-Hill King-Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Man, Food Man, Food Man v Fd Man v Fd Man, Food Man, Food Man, Food Man, Food Man v Fd Man v Fd

TV LAND M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Raymond Raymond Divorced Retired a The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

USA NCIS NCIS NCIS NCIS NCIS

VH1 40 Greatest Pranks 2 40 Champions of Cute Ton of Cash Rock of Love

WGN 30 Rock 30 Rock How I Met How I Met WGN News at Nine 30 Rock Scrubs Scrubs Sunny

Premium Channels
HBO It's Complicated Boardwalk Empire Real Time/Bill Maher Edge of Darkness

MAX Half Past Malibu's Most Wanted Hatchet II Chemistry Skin-Max Knight

SHOW Push Inside the NFL NASCAR Weeds Inside the NFL NASCAR Sports
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“This is really going to change 
things because it really does 
put responsibility squarely on 
the states,” said Amy Wilkins, 
a vice president at Education 
Trust, a nonprofi t that seeks to 
raise achievement standards in 
schools.

Offi cials from Kentucky, 
Idaho, Wisconsin and Colorado 
were among those expressing 
support for the president’s plan 
on Friday.

“I look forward to the federal 
government narrowing its role 
in education and allowing Ten-
nessee the fl exibility to abide 
by its own rigorous standards,” 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam, a 
Republican, said at the White 
House event.

But Rep. John Kline, R-Minn., 
who chairs the House Education 
Committee, wrote in an editorial 
Friday published in The Wash-
ington Examiner that the plan 
“could mean less transparency, 
new federal regulations and 
greater uncertainty for students, 
teachers, and state and local of-
fi cials.”

Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyo., the 
ranking member on the Senate 
committee that oversees educa-
tion, said the president’s action 

“clearly politicizes education 
policy, which traditionally has 
been a bipartisan issue that at-
tracts support from both par-
ties.”

The president’s plan is likely 
to feed the story line by Repub-
licans that Obama is aggres-
sively expanding the presiden-
tial footprint, particularly since 
some people might view it as 
unconstitutional to go around 
Congress to get around the law, 
said Frederick Hess, director of 
education policy studies at the 
American Enterprise Institute.

“In pushing this way, the ad-
ministration makes it likely that 
education is going to be much 
more of a partisan divide lead-
ing up to the 2012 election,” 
Hess said.

During Thursday night’s cam-
paign debate in Orlando, Fla., 
the Republican presidential 
candidates echoed a common 
refrain about the federal govern-
ment’s role in education. Mitt 
Romney said, “One, education 
has to be held at the local and 
state level, not at the federal lev-
el.” Said Rick Perry, “The fed-
eral government has no business 
telling the states how to educate 
our children.”

Despite allowing states to do 
away with the approaching 2014 

deadline, Obama insisted he 
was not weakening the law but 
rather helping states set higher 
standards. He said that the cur-
rent law was forcing educators 
to teach to the test, give short 
shrift to subjects such as history 
and science and lower standards 
as a way of avoiding penalties 
and stigmas.

In delivering his remarks, the 
president took a shot at Con-
gress, saying his executive ac-
tion was needed only because 
lawmakers have not stepped in 
to improve the law.

“Congress hasn’t been able 
to do it. So I will,” Obama said. 
“Our kids only get one shot at a 
decent education.”

Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan has said the plan would 
not undermine efforts in Con-
gress because the waivers could 
serve as a bridge until Congress 
acts.

The law was approved with 
strong bipartisan support nearly 
a decade ago. But its popular-
ity sank as disputes over money 
divided Congress, schools com-
plained they were being labeled 
“failures” and questions arose 
over the testing and teacher-
quality provisions.

“Higher standards are the 
right goal. Accountability is the 

right goal. Closing the achieve-
ment gap is the right goal. And 
we’ve got to stay focused on 
those goals,” Obama said. “But 
experience has taught us that in 
its implementation, No Child 
Left Behind had some serious 
fl aws that are hurting our chil-
dren instead of helping them.”

Critics say the law placed too 
much emphasis on standardized 
tests, raising the stakes so high 
for school districts that it may 
have driven some school offi -
cials to cheat.

Duncan has warned that 82 
percent of schools next year 
could fail to reach profi ciency 
requirements and thus be labeled 
failures, although some experts 
questioned the fi gure.

The law has been due for a 
rewrite since 2007. Obama and 
Duncan had asked Congress to 
overhaul it by the start of this 
school year but a growing ideo-
logical divide in Congress has 
complicated efforts to do so.

The GOP-led House Educa-
tion Committee has forwarded 
three bills that would revamp 
aspects of the law but has yet 
to fully tackle some of the 
more contentious issues such 
as teacher effectiveness and ac-
countability.

Kansas to seek education waiver

HUTCHINSON (AP) – Extreme heat 
and a severe water shortage have chopped 
this year’s corn crop drastically across 
Kansas, especially for dryland corn.

This time of year usually is hectic 
across the state as grain trucks line up to 
dump harvested corn at grain elevators. 
But those trucks are only trickling in as 
farmers come to grips with a grim harvest 
they hope is only a one-year anomaly.

“There is not much full swing here,” 
said Joe Schauf, manager of the Nick-
erson Farmers’ Co-op Elevator. “I don’t 
think there will be such a thing.”

The Hutchinson News (http://bit.ly/
nrhgiF) reports that in the past two years, 
Schauf said his elevator has taken in 
900,000 bushels of corn annually, includ-
ing some days when 100,000 bushels 
came in.

During the current harvest, the best day 

so far was Sept. 12, when 40,000 bushels 
were brought into the elevator.

“This year will be lucky to hit 300,000 
bushels total,” Schauf said. “There is no 
dryland corn to speak of. It was chopped 
early for feed.”

In southwestern Kansas, some farmers 
are reporting average to good corn yields, 
but only in a few fi elds. Independent 
crop consultant Loarn Bucl said Haskell 
County, where he lives, had 1.8 inches to 
3.8 inches of rainfall from August 2010 to 
this August, when typical rainfall for that 
period is 18 inches.

Bucl said he has never seen a year 
so dry, including 1980 when there was 
record-breaking heat. The difference 
between that year and now is producers 
were pumping a lot more water from ir-
rigation wells three decades ago.

“I didn’t see the poor yields we’re see-

ing today because our irrigation pumped 
three to four times as much as they are to-
day,” he said. “If we had 10 more inches 
of rain, we would have had near normal 
yields.

Instead, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture reports Kansas lost nearly 138 
million bushels of corn worth more than 
$965 million last year.

“We can absorb one bad year,” Schauf 
said. “But two to three years make it 
tough not just for the producer, but the 
grain elevators.”

The department estimates Kansas lost 
more than $1.77 billion in wheat, corn, 
sorghum and soybeans in 2011, based 
on a comparison of current department 
production estimates and average historic 
production.

The bad numbers are expected to con-
tinue through sorghum and soybean har-

vests, which start in a few weeks.
Even with the drought, at least the 

wheat crop came in better than expected, 
Schauf said.

“We hit a fi ve-year average, which was 
better than we expected,” he said. “That 
won’t happen with corn. Our fi ve-year 
average at this elevator is 600,000 bush-
els in the elevator. We’ll be lucky to hit 
50 percent.”

Larry Goerzen, grain coordinator at 
Mid Kansas Co-Op Association in Moun-
dridge, said farmers are protected against 
the poor yields.

“Most people take our crop insurance,” 
he said. “Even if they are hit hard with a 
drought, crop insurance should give them 
some guarantee on their income. Every-
one is disappointed, but most farmers will 
weather the storm.”

Dryland corn harvest looking dismal is some Kansas regions
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Boeing to deliver new jet this weekend
By Joshua Freed

AP Business Writer

Boeing delivers its fi rst 787 jet on Sun-
day. It’s been a long time coming.

The new jet, which was supposed to be 
fl ying passengers three years ago, has been 
delayed by production and design problems. 
But now it’s here, and airlines expect it to 
offer travelers much more comfort, open up 
new routes and provide fuel savings.

The fi rst one goes to Japan’s All Nippon 
Airways, which has been printing the 787 
logo and “We Fly 1st” on its business cards 
for years.

Airlines love the jet, which Boeing calls 
the Dreamliner. They’ve ordered more than 
800, well above levels for previous new 
jets.

“A lot of carriers are betting that this is 
going to be a winner,” says George Hamlin, 
president of Hamlin Transportation Con-
sulting in Fairfax, Va.

Instead of the usual aluminum skin, most 
of the 787 is covered in carbon fi ber, basi-
cally a high-tech plastic that is strong but 
lightweight. Military planes and portions of 
other jetliners have used that material for 
years, but this is the fi rst time so much has 
been used on an airliner.

The new material brings improvements 
that passengers should notice. Its strength 
allows windows to be bigger and higher, so 
passengers don’t have to hunch over to see 
the horizon. Electronic dimming replaces 
pull-down shades. That should mean you’ll 
no longer be blinded when the guy next to 
you falls asleep with the shade up.

It’s also not clear when the 787 will make 
money. Boeing already took a $2.5 billion 
charge in 2009 on the program, and it owes 
additional money to customers for the late 
deliveries. Boeing executives have said they 
will announce when the jet will be profi t-
able after the fi rst one is delivered.


