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National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a

low around 49. South wind 5 to
15 mph becoming east.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 72. Breezy, with a
north wind between 15 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Thursday Night:  Mostly
clear, with a low around 38.
Northeast wind between 5 and
10 mph becoming calm.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 74. Calm wind becoming
south between 10 and 15 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 46.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 79.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 52.

Sunday: Sunny and breezy,
with a high near 82.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 52.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 82.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 54.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 81.

Monday: High, 85; Low 42
Tuesday: High, 86; Low 44

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.43 inches
Year: 16.41 inches
Normal:  16.36 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:38 a.m. 7:30 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 8 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Grantees recognized with ribbons

From “RIBBONS,” Page 1

nately no longer in existence, so of course
there isn’t a place to hang their ribbon.”

Olson is asking those who receive a rib-
bon to display it until Friday, Nov. 11. This
date, she explained, is a personal deadline
the foundation has set for themselves to
reach a $1 million endowment.

The first ribbon delivered by the founda-
tion went to the Thomas County Health De-
partment. The health department received

$1,600 in 2006 from the City of Colby Po-
lice Special Law Enforcement Fund to pur-
chase a community breastfeeding scale and
chair for the clinic.

“Most first time mothers have no idea
how much their baby is getting when they
eat,” explained Kathy Ryan from the health
department. “The scale is used to help de-
termine if the baby is actually eating or not,
which is extremely reassuring to the mother
to know her baby is getting the nourishment
it needs.”

The breastfeeding scale is placed in a
comfortable private room and is available at
no cost. An appointment to use the scale is
preferred but not required.

“We are extremely appreciative of the
foundation for helping us provide this free
service to mothers in Thomas County,” said
health department director Kasiah Roth-
child. “And I’'m happy to display our ribbon
so people can see how much they’ve con-
tributed to Thomas County.”

Benefits have little effect on marriage

From “BENEFITS,” Page 1

family stability reduces poverty
and increases earning potential
of Kansas residents. Opponents
of the governor’s plan question
the focus on social issues and
religious overtones of the mes-
sage, including intent to increase
faith-based initiatives.

During Tuesday’s hearing,
conservatives questioned the va-
lidity of what they called “sub-
jective” responses from agency
staff and clients contained in the
audit.

“Sometimes the way you ask
questions can have a big ef-
fect on the responses you get,”
said Sen. Mary Pilcher Cook, a
Shawnee Republican.

She suggested that auditors
go back and rephrase their ques-
tions “with a different premise.”
She said program staff and par-
ticipants should be asked that if
the eligibility criteria were to be
changed, would they consider it
be an incentive for marriage.

Rep. John Grange, an El Do-
rado Republican and chairman
of the committee, suggested

a future audit, if necessary.

Lawhon said auditors tried
to get as many responses from
across Kansas, but it was dif-
ficult under privacy laws to get
some information. Lawhon not-
ed that 31 staff members in two
agencies and 23 clients agreed
to be interviewed for the audit.

He also said some clients sim-
ply refused to talk to state offi-
cials about their marital status or
decisions.

The overall results of the au-
dit, he said, were a “mixed bag”
with no conclusive results that
program rules were hindering
marriage.

“If we would have inter-
viewed more staff, we would
have gotten a larger mixed bag,”
he said.

Sen. Terry Bruce, a Hutchin-
son Republican, said the au-
dit shed light on the issue, but
agreed it was incomplete and
unscientific because of the small
pool of interviews.

One Democrat said the lack of
cooperation was likely because
people simply didn’t want to
talk to state officials about such

“People don’t want people
prying into their own personal
business,” said Sen. Anthony
Hensley, a Topeka Democrat.

Responding to the findings,
Social and Rehabilitation Ser-
vices Secretary Rob Siedlecki
said either the auditors should
have made more efforts to inter-
view additional staff and more
clients or that portion of the au-
dit should have been dropped.

Siedlecki said the audit’s find-
ing that there were disincentives
to getting married in eligibil-
ity requirements in 29 of the 36
programs was not surprising.

“The audit validates the de-
partment’s internal findings and
supports the policy changes
to eligibility criteria to reduce
those disincentives,” he said.

Social services recently an-
nounced a series of eligibility
changes aimed at treating appli-
cants the same whether they are
married, single or in other rela-
tionships. The changes include
counting all household income
in determining benefits, includ-
ing live-in boyfriends or girl-
friends and illegal immigrants.

cluding others that would require
clients to look for work while on
temporary assistance, could save
his department as much as $20
million that could be reinvested
in agency programs.

Social services also has ap-
plied for a federal grant that
would offer marriage counsel-
ing and related information to
clients. The program is part of
the administration’s goal to en-
courage marriage, reduce the
number of divorces in Kansas
and reduce childhood poverty
through stable families.

Kansas Department of Health
and Environment Secretary
Robert Moser said states had
some flexibility in administering
Medicaid programs to the poor
and elderly, though eligibility
requirements are generally set at
the federal level.

“To the extent permitted by
federal statute and regulations
governing certain programs,
Kansas should consider how
those disincentives could be re-
moved,” Moser said.

License offices

get new tech
From “LICENSE,” Page 1

authenticity.

“We are constantly searching for
ways to make the process of get-
ting a driver’s license more con-
venient and secure for Kansans,”
said Director of Vehicles Donna
Shelite. “This upgrade is another
step in the right direction.”

This year, the Revenue Depart-
ment plans to have the new tech-
nology and software installed at
all 111 county and state offices
that issue driver’s licenses.

The new technology will help
make Kansas compliant with the
federal Real ID Act, which re-
quires states to adhere to tighter
security measures for issuing state
identification cards.

those questions be the subject of matters.

By Mary Clarkin

The Hutchinson News

HUTCHINSON (AP) — Storing memen-
tos in a lead-sealed copper box surrounded
by stone is a good method for preserving
them for a century.

“Talk about good condition. Oh my good-
ness,” said Reno County Museum’s Chief
Curator Jamin Landavazo as she looked
inside the 100-year-old time capsule taken
from the cornerstone at Memorial Hall.

More than 250 people attended a re-en-
acement Monday afternoon of the laying of
the cornerstone for the hall — an event pre-
sided over on Sept. 26, 1911, by U.S. Presi-
dent William Howard Taft.

The hall, which opened in 1912, was orig-
inally named Convention Hall. It has served
as the venue for plays, meetings, concerts,
sporting events and weddings.

After listening outside the hall to a faith-
ful rendition of the speeches delivered a
century ago, the crowd entered and watched
Landavazo and assistant curator Lynn Lede-
boer carefully lift with gloved hands the
items from the copper box.

Found were a small bound “Holy Bible,”
one-cent coins from 1907 and 1910, a cou-
ple of Hutchinson newspapers, a small silk

_ Sponsored by the

Siedlecki said the changes, in-

Century-old capsule opened in Hutchinson

U.S. flag and Presidential flag, a platform
admission ticket for Hutchinson Mayor
Frank Vincent, apparent rosters for local
Masonic groups, and a history booklet of
Hutchinson.

An old description of what had been
placed in the time capsule was generally
accurate, but Ledeboer observed there were
“plenty of bonus items.”

For example, Martin Carroll Company, in
the concrete business, had a business card
inside. There was a brochure for the Santa
Fe Demonstration Train, a page-long typed
account of railroad progress in the past 30
years and an image of a railroad engine. An
envelope bearing the name “M.L. Grimes”
had “Lyons” crossed out as the Kansas city
and Hutchinson written in its place.

Postcards of older Hutchinson buildings
and properties were inside, as well as a pho-
to of the city’s founder, C.C. Hutchinson.

“I think it’s really, really awesome,” said
Jennifer Henderson of the re-enactment cer-
emony. The Hutchinson mother brought two
children, ages 14 and 7, to the event.

Dorothy Couch is among local residents
who still refer to the building as Convention
Hall. She attended partly because she is a
fan of the building and is grateful the city
did not tear down the hall in prior years.

“That warms my heart,” Landavazo said
of the turnout.

Three cars belonging to members of the
Hutchinson Collector Car Club ferried the
dignitaries from the Masonic Temple to Me-
morial Hall. Wearing top hats and appropri-
ate garb were: President Taft, portrayed by
Doug McGovern, a member of the Hutchin-
son Landmarks Commission; Mayor Frank
Vincent, portrayed by today’s Hutchinson
Mayor Ron Sellers; and Masonic Grand
Master Alex Sharp, portrayed by Kansas
Masonic Grand Master Tracy Bloom.

The Hutchinson Municipal Band Brass
Quintet played “Hail to the Chief,” and Taft
spoke about Constitutional law and munici-
pal government. He closed with congratula-
tions “on the evidence of prosperity” here.

McGovern did not carry Taft’s heft, but
he had a walking stick and sported a handle-
bar mustache. “From Wichita,” McGovern
said, when asked about the mustache.

“You look fabulous, by the way,” Lan-
davazo told McGovern.

The time capsule’s contents will go on
display in April 2012 at the Reno County
Museum, across the street from Memorial
Hall. Also in April, when the anniversary
of the hall’s opening is marked, a new time
capsule will be put into the cornerstone.

Briefly
Retreat organizers

to open pumpkin patch
Shepherd’s Staff will be operating a
pumpkin patch and corn maze from 3 to
7 p.m. every Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day in October at the paintball park, one
half mile east of Rexford. Cost is $7 per
person or $5 each in groups of four or
more. For information, or to schedule a
special event, call (785) 687-2565.

Come meet the artists

at reception on Sunday

Colby Community College artists
whose work is currently on display at
the Prairie Museum will be available to
meet the public from 2 to 4 p.m. Sun-
day. Light refreshments will be served.
The college art exhibit is on display
through October. For information, call
the museum at 460-4590.

School plans book fair

for two days next week

Sacred Heart Catholic School will
have its annual book fair from 4 to
8 p.m. Tuesday and from 2 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 6, in the school gym.
Proceeds will go to the school library.
For information, call Principal Dave
Evert at 460-2813.

Health department

to close for flu clinic

The Thomas County Health Depart-
ment office at 350 S. Range Ave. will
close all day next Wednesday so staff
can run the flu clinic at the 4-H build-
ing. The office will open again Thurs-
day, Oct. 6. For information, call the
office at 460-4596.

Trash trucks will not

pick up grass until spring

The Colby Sanitation Department will
stop picking up grass separately on Fri-
day, Oct. 7. Residents may continue to
put grass clippings in with regular trash
throughout the winter. The department
will notify people in the spring when
they should separate the grass from the
trash again. For information, call the
Public Works Department at 785-460-
4420.

Oakley corn cook-off
set for Friday, Oct. 7

Show off your corn cooking skills at
the Open Class Corn Cook-Off from
11 am. to 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, at The
Cave in Oakley. Bring a favorite recipe
to be judged in one of three classes: side
and main dish; breads and baked goods;
or snacks, candies and desserts. The
dish must have some form of corn in
it. For information, call Judith at (785)
671-4525 or Rosa at (785) 671-3608.

Get blood tests this week

2011 Wellness Fair discounted labo-
ratory blood tests will be drawn from 6
to 9 a.m. through Saturday in the front
lobby of Citizens Medical Center. The
Wellness Fair will be from 8 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, Oct. 8, at Colby Com-
munity College. Skin cancer screen-
ings will only be available beginning
at 9 a.m. For information, call Jeanene
Brown at 460-4850.
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