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Club at the college will have a donation box
available for care package items to be sent
to members of the military.

Band Director Tony Schroer has invited
alumni to play in the Trojan Pep Band dur-
ing the games. Members of all Trojan teams
from the years 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 and
2011 will be recognized during half times
of the games.

Homecoming candidates will be intro-
duced between the men’s and women’s
games Friday evening. College President

College plans homecoming events

Dr. Stephen Vacik will crown the Home-
coming King and Queen.

College art instructor Rebel Jay has cre-
ated a Homecoming T-shirt which will be
available to purchase at the Community
Building and the Student Union.

The opening day of pheasant season is
Saturday, and Foundation Executive Direc-
tor Nick Wells will be organizing a hunt
from 6 to 10 a.m. Participants should meet
at the student union at 6 a.m. Campus tours
will be available from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday and everyone is invited to a free
lunch in the Student Union from noon to

1 p.m. Holiday lights utilizing solar power
will be illuminating the campus beginning
Now. 11.

Basketball games begin again at 5 p.m.
Saturday afternoon. Athletic Director Ryan
Sturdy invites all alumni and family mem-
bers to visit the Hospitality Suite in the
Community Building on Friday and Satur-
day.

A complete list of Homecoming/Family
weekend activities is available at www.col-
bycc.edu. For information, contact Debbie
Schwanke at 460-5411.

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 40. Calm wind be-
coming north around 5 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 67. Northeast wind
around 10 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 43. East wind
5to 10 mph becoming south.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 81. South wind between 10
and 15 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 48.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 66.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 45.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 69.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 41.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 62.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 38.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 66.

Friday: High, 69; Low 35

Precip: Friday None
Month: 2.53 inches
Year: 19.00 inches
Normal:  17.78 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Friday 7:53 a.m. 7:07 p.m.
Moon: waning, 94 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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district court dismissed her
claim, because it was improp-
erly filed under the Kansas
Tort Claims Act.

A third case is State v. Brian
Dale Montgomery, in which
Montgomery was charged
with cruelty to animals after
shooting his neighbor’s chi-
huahua with an arrow. During

Appeals judges
to hold court here

trial, the court found that the
shooting didn’t fall under cru-
elty to animals laws because at
the time the dog was in Mont-
gomery’s backyard biting his
dog. The court dismissed the
case and the state is appealing
that finding.

The panel will also decide
19 other cases that have been
submitted without oral argu-
ments.

Insect-spread disease

WICHITA - Deer in some
parts of Kansas are dying this
year from a disease spread by
tiny insects that proliferated be-
cause of an extended drought,
state wildlife officials said.

The deer are being felled by
epizootic hemorrhagic disease,
which is spread by midges, tiny
insects that pass infected blood
from one animal to another. Be-
cause of the drought, the deer
are drinking from shallow, stag-
nant water, which is a perfect

affecting Kansas deer

breeding ground for midges,
The Wichita Eagle reported

It also has been documented as
far west as Butler and McPher-
son counties in recent months.

Deer with the disease of-
ten have their tongues hanging
out and have lesions on their
tongues. Their hooves often fall
off and they eventually head
to water because of high fever.
Cattle can catch the disease but
it rarely kills them, and sheep
can be vulnerable.

Farm service team
gets highest award

Four employees of the Logan
County Farm Loan Team were
given one of the Farm Service
Agency’s highest awards on
Oct. 5 at the agency’s Beacon
Facility Complex, in Kansas

City, Mo.
Bruce Nelson, Farm Services
administrator, presented the

“FSA Administrator’s Award
for Service to Agriculture for
Outstanding Team Accomplish-
ment in 2011” to Dwight Jurey,
farm loan manager; Roy Jessup,
farm loan officer; Helen Carr,
program technician; and Valerie
Krier, program technician. The
team serves farmers and agricul-
tural lenders in Gove, Logan and
Thomas counties.

“It is my honor to inform you
of your selection for a 2011 Ad-
ministrator’s Award. This rec-
ognition is the highest honorary
award the Farm Service Agency
can bestow on our employees
and private citizens. You have
been chosen to receive the Out-
standing Team Accomplishment
award for the Logan County
Kansas Farm Loan Team,” Nel-
son wrote in a letter to each em-
ployee.

Accomplishments listed in the

award nomination included each
member of the team receiving
an outstanding performance rat-
ing for two consecutive years.
The team earned the only No.
1 rating ever awarded by the
Kansas state office’s Farm Loan
Program Review Team whose
summary review stated: “This
office is very well managed. The
staff is very knowledgeable and
displays an atmosphere of team-
work, shared responsibility, and
camaraderie not seen in many
offices.... It’s because of this
teamwork, shared responsibil-
ity, and the desire to do a good
job that the quality of work in
this office is excellent.... One
thing about this office stands
out — teamwork. However,
other qualities the team exhibit
is organization, communication,
honesty and integrity.”

The team was also recognized
for outstanding work in the ar-
eas of equal employment op-
portunity and civil rights; file
documentation; loan servicing
including protection of loan
collateral; consistently meeting
or exceeding goals for direct
and guaranteed loan processing
timeframes.

Topeka district attorney caves on domestic violence cases

By John Milburn
The Associated Press

TOPEKA — A district attorney in Kan-
sas said Wednesday that his office will re-
view all misdemeanor domestic violence
cases forwarded to him by the Topeka
police and determine on a case-by-case
basis which ones merit pressing charges.

Shawnee County District Attorney
Chad Taylor, who had announced last
month that he would no longer pursue
such cases, said in a statement Wednes-
day that he now has “sole authority” over
them after the city of Topeka voted to re-
peal a local domestic violence ordinance.

“We will do so with less staff, less re-
sources, and severe constraints on our
ability to effectively seek justice,” Taylor
said. “But we will do so willingly to pre-
serve the public safety of all the citizens
of Shawnee County.”

Saturday Evening

That comes a day after the mayor and
council of Kansas’ capital city repealed
Topeka’s ordinance against domestic vio-
lence, a dramatic turn in their attempt to
force the county to back away from its
earlier decision. Advocates for victims
of domestic violence had decried those
moves as ones that would hurt public
safety and put people who were already
scared at greater risk.

Taylor said in September that his deci-
sion to stop prosecuting misdemeanors
committed inside Topeka was because of
budget cuts. He contends that the county
commission forced his hand by reducing
the budget by 10 percent for 2012, when
his office is swamped by felony cases.

City leaders argue that Topeka can’t
afford to replicate county services for
domestic abuse victims or rent jail space
from the county for suspects.

Taylor also announced Wednesday that

October 15, 2011

he was laying off 11 to 12 staff members,
effective Dec. 23. That will bring his staff
to 51 or 52 people and reflect a loss of
$350,000 in county funds and $120,000
in expiring federal grants. The district at-
torney’s budget will be reduced to about
$3.1 million.

The city already handles misdemeanor
cases of simple assault and battery, and
incidents of assault or battery against its
police officers. Domestic assault or bat-
tery involves a person in the same house-
hold, and victims often need additional
services or shelter.

Since early September, Topeka has had
at least 35 reported incidents of domestic
battery or assault, and those cases are not
being pursued. As of Friday, 21 people
jailed have been released without fac-
ing charges, according to Topeka police.
Prosecutors and police have refused to
discuss details of the cases out of concern
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for victims’ privacy, making it difficult to
assess in what situations suspects aren’t
being prosecuted.

A Topeka police spokeswoman said of-
ficers had continued to investigate cases
of domestic violence and prepare reports
that were being forwarded for prosecu-
tion, even after Taylor’s announcement
last month.

Interim Topeka City Manager Dan
Stanley issued a statement Wednesday
saying that he was pleased with Taylor’s
decision and that the city would keep ad-
vocating for his office to get more fund-
ing.

“All along we have wanted what is best
for the victims and their families,” Stan-
ley said. “Victims will be spared having
to go through multiple trials and will re-
ceive the many vital services the county
has in place to support them.”

Briefly
Retreat organizers

have weekend corn maze
Shepherd’s Staff is operating a pump-
kin patch and corn maze from 3 to 7
p.m. every Friday, Saturday and Sunday
in October at the paintball park, one
half mile east of Rexford. Cost is $7 per
person or $5 each in groups of four or
more. For information, or to schedule a
special event, call (785) 687-2565.

Music Booster Club

seeks decorations

The Colby Music Booster Club is
looking for donations of Halloween,
Thanksgiving and Christmas decora-
tions — including Halloween costumes
— for a Holiday Garage Sale fund rais-
er. The sale will be from 8:30 a.m. to
noon Saturday at 405 N. Franklin Ave.
Proceeds from the sale will go to new
uniforms for the Colby Eagle March-
ing Band. For more information or to
make a donation, call Jan Barnum at
462-5892.

Organizations to collect
food items for Genesis

Several youth organizations will go
door to door in Colby to collect non-
perishable food for the Genesis-Thom-
as County food bank from 2 to 4 p.m.
Sunday. The groups will include Girl
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Catholic Youth Or-
ganization and several Colby Commu-
nity College sports teams. Anyone not
at home during that time can leave items
in a sack by their door or take items to
Genesis at the Thomas County Office
Complex. For information, call Mint
Culver at 460-6005.

School district to hold

combined concert

Colby Public Schools will hold its an-
nual “District Music Concert” at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday at the Colby Community
Building. It will feature musicians from
the grade school, middle school and
high school. There is no cost to attend.
For information, call music instructor
Jennifer Koel at 460-5100.

Sacred Heart auction

planned for Oct. 21, 22

The 14th Annual Sacred Heart Parish
Auction will begin at 5 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 22, at City Limits Convention Cen-
ter. Tickets are $30 each or $220 for a
table of eight. Auction items have been
donated by local people and businesses.
A preview of the items will be from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21, at City Lim-
its. For information or tickets, call the
church rectory at 462-2179.

Presbyterian Women

selling holiday greenery

The Colby Presbyterian Women
are selling fresh Christmas greenery —
wreaths, garlands and centerpieces — as
a fund raiser for their mission projects.
Orders are due by Sunday, Oct. 30. For
information or to place an order, call the
church at 462-6342 or JoAnne Sunder-
man at 460-2476. Delivery will be the
first week of December.
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