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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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FITTWNG AT THE WeONG
PERSON?
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WHOENER You ARE IN THERE,
T'™M SoR@Y.

TUATS Ok,
T THOUGHT

HOW MANY DONUTS IN
A “BAKER'S DOZEN"2
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“GLUTTON's
DOZEN"

HONEY, ! FIGURED OUT THE PERFECT
DIET! FROM NOW ON, [ EAT
NOTHING BUT ROAST BEEF

SEE? BY EATING THE SAME THING
ALL THE TIME, EVENTUALLY I'LL
GET BORED AND EAT LESS, AND
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IT COULD TAKE YOU YEARS TO
GET BORED EATING ROAST BEEF
SANDWICHES, SWEETHEART

MY MOM WANTS 1o
KNOW IF Yol CAN COME ) CAN'T, HERNIA

IM SO0RRY, I

OVER FOR DINNER
TONIGHT, HAMLET
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OKAY, BUT BELIEVE ME,

AFTER WERE MARRIED

MY MOTHER WON'T
FORGET THIS/!

BUT SINCE YOU'RE
NOT TALKING TO YOUR
SISTER, YOU'RE NOW

DIRECTING ALL THAT
ANGER TOWARDS TED.

ADMIT IT, SAL. YOU'RE MAD AT TED
FOR GOOD REASON. BUT WHO YOU'RE
REALLY MAD AT IS YOUR SISTER...
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WHAT YOU NEED TO DO IS
SEPARATE THOSE
TW

IS THIS WHAT T
SOUNDS LIKE
WHEN I GIVE
YOU ADVICEZ2
BECAUSE IT'S
REALLY
ANNOYING.

O FEELINGS.

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

WHY WoulLD You THROW
SUCH A LAVISH PARTY AND
USE ARTIFICIAL INGREDIENTS
IN YOUR, FooD? f————""
e

I'VE DoNE No

I HAVE A COMPLAINT
| ABOUT YouR PARTY, LADY

SUCH THING!

KANG EEATLRES SYNO.

WELL, I'M TELLIN' You
RIGHT NOW THOSE

HORSE DERVES DON'T TASTE

ANYTHING LIKE HORSES!

I DONT EVEN WANNA
KNOowW How You KNow
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JEREMY HAVE
YO SEENTHE
WHITE PAGES?
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

h has a crush

on an older man

Dear Dr. Brothers: I’'m happily married, but
recently I started working with an older man,
whom I really admire. He’s also taken a liking
to me, and we work closely on a daily basis. My
husband travels for business, and I found myself
thinking about my co-worker in romantic terms.
I would never act on this, and he knows I’'m mar-
ried, but I feel guilty. Is it just plain wrong to have
a crush on my co-worker if I'm married? — C.A.

Dear C.A.: The fact that you know you will
not act on these feelings, and that you feel guilty
for even thinking about it, signals you’re prob-
ably not at real risk of having an affair. On the
other hand, this might be an early warning that
something is taking the excitement out of your
marriage. Before things progress further, you owe
it to yourself to take a look at your marriage and
identify whether there’s something you’re unsat-
isfied with, and then address those weak points.
While there’s no harm in fantasizing about a ro-
mantic tryst with someone other than your hus-
band (married men and women do it all the time),
you don’t want to put yourself in the position that
this ever might come true.

You should talk to your husband about any-
thing you identify — whether it’s his travel or
something else — but spare him the details of your
crush. Think about the level of honesty and com-
munication you would want from him in a similar
situation, and try to follow the golden rule: You
don’t want to do anything with this co-worker you
wouldn’t want your husband doing with another
woman. If you can work through your problems,
this crush will likely pass as easily as it came, and
your marriage will be stronger for it.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband and I have
always been conscious of protecting the environ-
ment and being green, but now we have kids, it
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“I think | fell asleep when the Mama
Bear says, ‘Who’s been sitting in
my chair?’ What happens next?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
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seems harder. We’re constantly rushed and look-
ing for convenience, but I want to teach my kids
that protecting the environment and interacting
with nature are important. What are easy ways I
can integrate these lessons into our family’s daily
activities and show my kids the value of conser-
vation? — L.R.

Dear L.R.: The best way to teach your kids
this lesson is to integrate conservation and en-
vironmental awareness into your everyday life,
and then point out why you are doing the things
you do for the environment. First, include your
kids in simple things you may already do — using
high-efficiency light bulbs, bringing your own
bags to the supermarket or composting. It’s great
if your kids take these as normal, but you also
should explain why it’s important that you make
the choices you do. Keep the explanations appro-
priate to their level of understanding, but try to
get the basic concepts across.

There also are other, more active ways that you
can teach your children to respect the environ-
ment and nature. One is by exposing them to nat-
ural environments, whether it’s an after-school
trip to a park or a weekend in the woods. You
also can include your kids by planting a garden.
Kids love getting dirty, and gardening can be a
rewarding and meaningful way for your kids to

Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THINGS BECAME SO

ABNORMALLY SILENT AT THE RECYCLING

PLANT THAT YOU COULD HEAR A BIN DROP.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals C

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

interact with the natural world — especially if you ACROSS 36 Salt Lake 56 Carry on 11 Nerd-
can help them remember to water and care for 1 Naviga- athlete pack
their plants so they thrive. If you can identify an tor's 37 Titanic's  DOWN contents
environmental issue your kids are interested in, stack destroyer 1 NYC 16 Indivisible
. . . 5 Deck in 38 Knighted cultural 20 Choose
take time to sit down and write a letter to your lo- :
1 congressperson or senator to show you care the ring somen center (for)
ca Eressp . Y . 9 Upper 40 “Monop- 2 “Planet 22 “The Men
(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate surface oly” of the Who
12 Oil cartel square — Stare
L] H - _”
Brldge ¢ Steve Becker 13 Leading 41 _Increase 3 House at
man? in troop hold 23 Lasso
North dealer. bl 14 “Hail, levels criters 24 Agent
NORTH Caesar!” 43 Antenna 4 Threaded 25 In the
MATA4 15 Pianist's 47 Yoko of nails manner
:IIE 238 7 ticker music 5 Philoso- of
HAS52 17 Barbie’s 48 Houston pher 26 Stock-
WE57T EAST compan- sports Immanuel holm —
3/1\0160“9 4 3?;3923 ion venue 6 Big 27 Sad
52 €874 18 Agree- 51 Poorly bother 29 Scratch
#10986 SOUTH *J3 ment lit 7 Sweet 30 Cranberry
&K 83 19 No stay- 52 Squad potato territory
¥s5 at-homes 53 Rams’ 8 Last 35 Joke
1?8% 100 21 Lindbergh  fans? letter 37 Edge
The bidding: book 54 Chowed 9 After- 39 Butcher’s
North  East South ~ West 22 Plot down taxes wares
INT o Das o 2% bas mathe- 55 Stitches 10 Finished 40 Earth
5% Pass 6e matically (Pref.)
Opening lead — ten of clubs. 24 Back talk  Solution time: 25 mins. 41 Pop
Careful Play Foils the Defense 27 G_Irle(_er: the Afe[o[T] 42 T:OOp
Let’s say you’re in six diamonds and West leads vitain NiAPIA group
28 Grant's — A[NJO[N| 43 Weap-
the ten of clubs. How would you proceed? If you a4 Thickness ANNE onry
fail to treat the hand with the respect it deserves, 32 Once R[S NI 44 Midwest
you’ll finish down one — assuming best defense. around | ; T S ,CI : g E state
For example, if you win the club, draw trumps the track [C[o[N[E D|E[N| 45 “So be it”
and lead a heart toward dummy, West follows 33 Long B 46 For fear
S[E[S|A E
low, and sooner or later you lose a spade and a March SGICIE 5 that
club. leader TIR[E|E E| 49 Witness
The best approach, after winning the club lead 34 Yin coun- [s[u]D|s N| 50 Playing
with the king, is to play a heart immediately. If ~terpart Yesterday’s answer 10-13  marble
West takes the ace, you have 12 tricks,solet’sas- [{ [2 3 |4 5 16 |7 s 9 [0 J11

sume he lets you win with dummy’s queen.

Now you cash the Q-J of trumps, leaving one
trump at large, then play the ace and another club
toward your queen, hoping to find the suit divid-
ed 3-3. East produces the jack on the ace, then
goes into a brown study trying to decide whether
or not to ruff the five.

Actually, it doesn’t matter what he does. Let’s
suppose he trumps the club. In that case, you fol-
low low from your hand, retaining the queen of
clubs. With all the adverse trumps now out of
circulation, you can later discard a spade from
dummy on the club queen and make the slam by
ruffing a spade in dummy.

If East does not ruff the third round of clubs,
you are on equally firm ground. After winning
with the queen, you ruff the seven of clubs with
the king of trumps to produce your 12th trick.
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