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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 10/13

Dear Heloise: I have a perfectly good GAR-
BAGE DISPOSAL, which I use faithfully! How-
ever, my question is, How long do I let it run?

People have told me to wait until it stops 
“churning,” but it seems to me that it keeps on 
making a noise. I’m always afraid I won’t get all 
the garbage churned up – help! – Barbara in New 
Braunfels, Texas

Barbara, the best way to tell when to turn off 
the disposal is when the ONLY thing you hear 
is the motor. Turn off the disposal, and continue 
to run the water for about 30 seconds to flush the 
food through the plumbing system.

Here are some other hints about using the gar-
bage disposal:

• Only run COLD water when using it.
• DO NOT put grease down the disposal! Put it 

in a can or bottle and throw it away in the trash.
• Feed food in SLOWLY to avoid jamming.
• Bad odors can signal food-particle buildup. 

Place the stopper in the sink and mix 1/2 cup of 
baking soda with a full sink of water. Flip the dis-
posal on and pull the stopper to really whoosh the 
water through the system for a good cleaning. 

Baking soda is a workhorse in the kitchen and 
around the home. I have put together a pamphlet 
of my favorite uses for baking soda. If you would 
like to receive one, please send $5 and a long, 
self-addressed, stamped (64 cents) envelope to: 
Heloise/Baking Soda, P.O. Box 795001, San 
Antonio, TX 78279-5001. Sprinkle some baking 
soda in your shoes when not wearing to help keep 
foot odors at bay. – Heloise

CAREFUL CLEANING
Dear Heloise: We use tear-free baby shampoo 

when we wash our pets’ heads. Although we 
make an effort to avoid getting it in their eyes, we 
feel better knowing that if it does, it won’t hurt. It 
rinses away easily and leaves the dogs smelling 
clean and fresh. 

We bathe the rest of their bodies in regular dog 
shampoo. Thank you for your wonderful hints! – 
Jeanne, Dayton, Ohio

SCRAPBOOK HINTS
Dear Heloise: I am getting back to scrapbook-

ing and would like to share some hints:
• When I have an event or a trip, I make the first 

picture that of the event location: the outside of 
the building, restaurant, park, etc.

• If there are gifts, take pictures of the wrapped 
gifts, either separately or in a pile, to use as 
“stickers” when you do your layout.

• And the one I so often forget: Hand the cam-
era to someone else and get in the pictures! – Pat-
ty in Nebraska 

NO-FRAY FLAG
Dear Heloise: In response to Eraikey in Texas: 

To prevent flags from fraying, before mounting 
the flag, put a small amount of household glue on 
both sides of the edges only. Let dry, then mount. 
It works! – Allan in Delray Beach, Fla.

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/14

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three hearts. First, let’s consider the meaning 

of partner’s three-club bid. He presumably is try-
ing to get to game (or possibly a slam), has some 
length in clubs and wants to know whether you 
have a minimum or a maximum for your raise to 
two hearts. The normal range for that bid is six to 
10 points, and it’s now up to you to indicate more 
precisely how good or bad your raise was.

Here, with eight high-card points but no dis-
tributional values, you are in the middle of the 
range. The deciding factor is that you have no 
help for partner in clubs, so you sign off by re-
treating to three hearts.

2. Four hearts. The difference between this 
hand and the preceding one is that here you have 
the queen of clubs instead of the queen of spades. 
The club queen is almost certain to be useful to 
partner, and you might miss a sound game if you 
bid only three hearts and partner passed.

3. Four clubs. You have the wherewithal for a 
jump to four hearts, but it is better to pinpoint 
your actual values by raising clubs. This might 
enable partner to bid a slam with a hand such as:            

[S] 5 [H] AQ10753 [D] AK [C] AJ84
4. Three diamonds. All three of your high 

cards are “working,” so your hand is now worth 
far more than it was when you initially bid two 
hearts.

As before, the queen of clubs has grown from a 
card of indeterminate value to a card that’s worth 
three or four points, so you can now count your 
hand as being worth about 12 points. To let part-
ner know that you have accepted his invitation to 
game and could be interested in even more, you 
cuebid the ace of diamonds on the way to four 
hearts. You hope this will help partner get to slam 
if he is so inclined.

5. Three notrump. Here you accept partner’s 
invitation by bidding three notrump, indicating a 
balanced maximum with only three-card trump 
support and scattered values. Partner can, of 
course, retreat to four hearts if he prefers a suit 
contract, but at the same time your bid suggests 
the possibility that notrump might work out best.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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