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Blondie ® Chic Young
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LOTS OF PEOPLE GET LOST IN CORN MAZES.
WE PROBABLY JUST DON‘T HEAR ABOUT IT
BECAUSE THEY CLEAR THE BONES THE
NEXT DAY AND KEEP THE STORIES
OUT OF THE PAPERS.

THERE’S NO NEED TO WORRY, SWEETIE. I'M SURE

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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® Hints from
Heloise
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Keeping carrots

takes fresh idea

Dear Heloise: After purchasing a new bag of
BABY CARROTS, I remove the carrots from the
plastic bag and place them in a glass jar. I rinse
and cover them with cool water, then put a tight
lid on the jar and refrigerate. Each time I remove
a few, I rinse the remaining ones with cool water.
This keeps them fresh, and they will not get slimy
for several weeks. — Dorothy, Malvern, Ohio

Dorothy, thanks for writing. However, check-
ing with a carrot grower, this might not be the
best way to keep the carrots fresh. Here’s the in-
formation that was shared: Keep the carrots in the
original packaging and check the expiration date.
If bought early enough, they could last up to 30
days. Putting the carrots in water can cause them
to become soggy or mushy. If the carrots get dry,
you can soak the carrots in water for a short while
to “revive” them. — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com

PICKLE SLICER

Dear Heloise: I cut hard-boiled eggs with a
pickle slicer! Its blade is a wavy, “corrugated”
design, and the result is what you see in bread-
and-butter pickle jars. Depending on the angle at
which you cut, you can make eggs look especial-
ly classy. Try cutting the egg the long way, not all
the way through but stopping in the middle. Then
slide the slicer in from the side at a 90-degree an-
gle, meeting the first cut in the middle. It makes
for an attractive way to do deviled eggs.

You are only limited by your imagination! In
fact, I use that slicer for all sorts of things: cutting
up fruit for salads, potatoes for au gratin dishes,
carrots and squash for side dishes — the veggies
look so attractive, everyone comments on them.

You can find a pickle slicer at hardware stores
in the home-canning section, and they are fairly
inexpensive. (Heloise here: Checking several
big-box hardware stores, no luck finding the
slicer, but they are available on the Internet.) You
might even find them in specialty kitchen stores.
— Donna E., Torrington, Conn.

Donna, how creative! I brought hard-cooked
eggs and a hand-held pickle slicer into Heloise
Central, and we had fun testing your hint! Be-
cause each of us interpreted your directions a lit-
tle differently, here is the Heloise Update: What
you call a pickle slicer is now called a crinkle
cutter knife. Please visit www.Heloise.com to see
photos of the different interpretations. — Heloise

HANDY PIZZA CUTTER

Dear Heloise: Last weekend, I was preparing an
egg casserole for Sunday brunch that called for 1
cup of diced ham. I hate dicing meat, so I got out
my pizza cutter and cut strips, then cut crosswise
and had the chore done in a couple of minutes.
This also could be used to cut strips of pepperoni
for salads, etc. — Nina C., San Antonio
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
®Q754
Y106
¢®K984
dAS3
WEST EAST
SK2 #J103
YAQS54 ¥98732
®63 *72
SK Q1082 #J96
SOUTH
MAIBO
YKIJ
®AQJI105
&7 4
The bidding:
South West North  East
1e 28 24 Pass
26 Pass 4 6
Opening lead — king of clubs.
Stay Awake!

Defense is considered by many to be the most
challenging part of the game, and one of the rea-
sons for this is that good defense requires a con-
tinuously high state of alertness. You can’t afford
to be lazy on defense, which means you can’t play
mechanically and expect to get good results.

Take this case where West led the king of clubs
against South’s four-spade contract. Declarer
played low from dummy as East signaled with
the nine to show that he had the jack. South’s pur-
pose in ducking the king of clubs was to prevent
East from later gaining the lead with a club for a
heart return through the K-J.

West continued with another club to dummy’s
ace. Declarer then led a low trump to the ace,
on which West dropped the king! As a result of
this startling play, South had to go down one. He
could return a trump to dummy’s queen and start
running diamonds, but East would ruff the third
diamond and return a heart to sink the contract.

Now let’s suppose that West had not played
the king on South’s ace. In that case, West would
have won the next spade with the king, and de-
clarer would eventually have made the contract
by discarding a heart from dummy on his fifth
diamond. South’s only losers would have been a
spade, a heart and a club.

West’s unusual king-of-spades play was well-
reasoned. He knew from the bidding that South
had the king of hearts, and he knew from the play
that South could not have the A-J of spades, since
he had not attempted a trump finesse.

West therefore credited East with the spade
jack, and because South’s bidding had indicated
only four spades, West knew that playing the
king would not cost his side a trump trick. What
could be gained, however, was the near certainty
that East would sooner or later obtain the lead
to return a heart through declarer’s king, so West
shaped his defense accordingly.
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Family Circus °* Bil Keane
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“After | do my ‘please blesses’ can |
throw in a few ‘don’t blesses’?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
region must contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last

Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: PHYSICIST FAMOUS
FOR HER DISCOVERY OF A SUPPLY OF RARE
DECORATIVE ARTICLES: MARIE CURIO.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; P equals O

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Decked DOWN 24 Vast
1 Anti- in the ring 1 Showbiz expanse

aircraft 40 Mar- failure 25 Morning-
fire seilles 2 Wash after

5 Total monarch 3 State woe

8 “That's a 41 Turns to with 27 Diving
relief!” the right certainty bird

12 Volcanic 43 Lawn 4 Destiny 29 UN
outflow glistener 5 Slight workers’

13 CAT scan 45 Loss’ amount grp.
alterna- opposite 6 Grecian 30 Vegas-
tive 47 About vessel based

14 Excep- three 7 Interior crime
tional miles 8 Grass- series

15 Type of 51 Adore land 32 Close-
tennis 52 Eave 9 Relin- fitting
stroke 54 Addict quish jackets

17 Paquin or 55 Existed 10 Sea 34 Atheistic
Faris 56 Hodge- eagle 37 Island

18 Allow podge 11 Have on sou-

19 Brooklyn 57 Red 16 Clue venir
center Planet 20 Big 39 Ante-
fielder 58 Type Apple lope’s
Duke measures letters playmate

21 Pismire 59 Feedbag 23 iPhone 42 “Uncle

22 Novice contents download Tom’s

23 Blond Cabin”
shade Solution time: 21 mins. author
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