
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/14

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/11

Famous Hand
Good defense is generally regarded as much 

more difficult than good declarer play. Further-
more, if a mistake does occur during the course 
of play, it is usually easier to discern where de-
clarer went wrong than where the defense went 
wrong.

For a typical example, consider today’s deal 
from the 1987 National Men’s Pair Champion-
ship. At most tables, South made 10 tricks in a 
heart contract, whether the game was bid or not. 
The play most often started with J-Q-A of spades, 
after which the ten-of-spades return was taken by 
declarer’s king. Next came a successful club fi-
nesse, then a trump to the jack and queen.

West returned a diamond to dummy’s ace, 
which was followed by a trump to the ten and 
ace. South ruffed the low diamond continuation, 
cashed the trump king, repeated the club finesse 
and then cashed the A-2 of clubs, discarding his 
last spade to finish with 10 tricks.

But at the table where George Rosenkranz, dis-
tinguished Mexican star, held the East cards, four 
hearts was reached as shown, and the contract 
was defeated. The spade jack was also led here 
and covered with the queen. But Rosenkranz, af-
ter considering the matter carefully, allowed the 
queen to win the trick!

As a result of this unusual play, South could 
no longer make the contract regardless of how he 
continued. In practice, declarer led a heart to the 
jack at trick two. West took his queen, led a spade 
to East’s ace and scored the setting trick with the 
five of trumps when Rosenkranz returned a third 
spade.

In finding the winning defense, the only real 
problem Rosenkranz had came at trick one, when 
he had to judge whether the spade jack was more 
likely to be a singleton or a doubleton. He fol-
lowed the percentages that favored a doubleton, 
and was well-rewarded for his thoughtful play.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I am a hard worker. I like to 
finish projects and start new ones before the boss 
even asks. But I can’t finish everything without 
putting in a lot of overtime, and my husband is 
upset. I hang out with one or two other late work-
ers, and we generally eat dinner together. When 
I get home around 10, my husband complains. I 
want to stand out in this economy, and since my 
job is more lucrative than my husband’s, how can 
he expect me to cut back now? – L.J.

Dear L.J.: Your strong work ethic is to be ap-
plauded, and it is tempting to overachieve dur-
ing frightening economic times. People are doing 
everything they can to hold on to their jobs. But 
the truth is that if your company decides it needs 
to cut back, there will be nothing you can do to 
put yourself in a safe position. You may be tar-
geted if your salary is on the high side, or if other 
employees have more seniority, or for any other 
random reason. So, what you need to do is look 
at working late night after night as something that 
may not really pay off, or may even backfire.

At the same time, weigh your routine against 
your marriage. Your husband is not happy, and 
you are annoyed by his attitude. There is going to 
be an erosion of intimacy if you force him to eat 
and spend evenings alone. And you might want 
to examine your motives – are your colleagues 
more fun to dine with? Maybe your routine isn’t 
all about work, and you need to open your eyes to 
the danger signals.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband is a proud 
member of the dentistry profession. He wants 
nothing more than to someday introduce our only 
child as “my son, the dentist.” Josh is 15, and 
while he went along with this idea as a child, he is 
starting to rebel. He has told me he has no inter-
est in dentistry and wants to be a teacher. I’m not 
sure his dad will even pay for college if it doesn’t 
include professional school. Help! – B.K.

Dear B.K.: It is wonderful your husband en-
joys his profession so much he’d like his son 
to follow in his footsteps, and it is fortunate he 
has the means to provide an education. But un-
less your son is on board, he will not step into his 
dad’s shoes. Medical school requires motivation 
and work, and if your son lacks the former, he’s 
not likely to follow through with the latter. Now 
he has developed career interests of his own, it 
probably is too late to indoctrinate him with the 
desire to carry on with the family profession.

The biggest problem is not your son’s career but 
the attitude your husband takes. To refuse to pay 
for college unless your son follows a prescribed 
path would be difficult for the whole family. Al-
though it might inspire your son to find his own 
resources, it easily could crush his dreams and 
cause a rift between him and his father. It may 
take your husband a while to come to terms with 
the death of his dream, but you need to start talk-
ing with him about letting your son develop his 
own career plans. And the sooner, the better.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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Bridge • Steve Becker

Ask
Dr. Brothers
•

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

Too much work;
trouble at home

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


