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Vecheduling
doesn’t help kids

. Dear Dr. Brothers: I have two great kids, 9
Beetle Balley * Mort Walker and 11. I just signed them up for all sorts of ac-

QUICK, LADY/ YOU SHOULDN'T tivities so they don’t get bored. My theory is they
are young enough not to be chained to a desk do-
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DOUBLE-TIME!

Zﬂihg :2'15 HUT! HUT/HUT! L l;‘?ZETgLBE;PPI ES ing homework, and should enjoy thejr free time 1117 :
o SERGEANT ! by doing fun stuff. My husband thinks I have Dist b g Festures Sy W
o AL overscheduled them, but I am afraid they will just , . , . hool
sit around watching TV and playing video games FYl, If, youre t_OO sick to go to sc 80 ’
if I don’t keep them booked. — S.H. you’re too sick to watch TV, too.
Dear S.H.: Your theory about what kids will

do if not booked up is pretty much on the money. conceptis sudOku. ¢ Dave Green

In the past few decades, children have spent more

According to the journal, the decline of free

\= N\ time exercising their thumbs and learning the art 4
of being a couch potato than racing outside to
b7 e oy Fetes Syt . Word s s play after school. This has led to an epidemic of o) 1 2
obesity and, according to a special issue of the
Blondie ® Chic Young American Journal of Play, a decline in emotional 7 519 4
IT'S NEARLY WHY CAN'T | [ CAN'T HELP IT { NEVER MIND, I and e al health. Oversch§dullng © the point
BREAKFAST! Wy ||| EAT SOMETHIG LT LoT LIe TWo | | I T AN OVER- ) FORGOT Wi 1 | Yonere Kids have lost the ability to entertain them: 7 8 4
OON'T YOU s NOW, THEN ENJOY BREAKFASTS WAS TALKING TO . piay . ’ 2 4 7 6 8
JusT WAIT? )I[] ¢ TO ME, HONEY FOR A SECOND | kids are none the better for it.

bha ; . . 9
Ik play has led to kids prone to depression, narcis-
sism and feelings of helplessness. There is partic- 7 3 2 1
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ate, Inc. World Rights r

ular value in mixed-age groups playing together,
researchers contend — older kids help younger
ones develop mentally, socially and physically.
So, rather than scheduled activities, perhaps you 6
could work toward some real free time for your
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g kids, with certain parameters. It’s great to ex- Difficulty Level 4 e
° pose them to activities to see where their talents  7y,;¢ is a logic-based num- [6]1]9]8]7]3]2]4]5

. ) and interests lie, but encourage time for them to ber placement puzzle. 8|/7/4|2/6|5[1[3]9]:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne dream, plan and play without an agenda. The goal is 1o enter a num- 2123411918167
; Dear Dr. Brothers: My sister and [ were eX- ., 1.9 ineachcellinwhich | 71315]1181619/214
/ GOOP/V/VHE a4 , YES4, BUT cited to have our two boys born six months apart. eac’h row. column and 3x3 9/8/1|5/4/2|6/7|3
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SAC K T They are between 2 and 3 now, and I am afraid regionmust contain only one

K B4 B YOUR HOPES they won’t be able to play together much longer. ;, c11nce of each numeral 35/716/9/814/1]2
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ough he is younger, my nephew has become 740 solution o the last [a98|7 21|35 6

a bully. He grabs toys, hits, breaks things and Sudoku puzzle is at right. Doy Lovel %%

generally is not fun for my son to play with. How
do I talk to my sister without hurting her feelings
or seeming too critical? — D.N. cryptoquip
Dear D.N.: It is too bad the kids are having
trouble, and your sister is the mom you need to
treat with kid gloves. She must have noticed her
litte angel has developed alarming habits and TB(OV RZBKH BOA'T OAPAS-
probably feels just as bad as you do. The frustra-
tions of children in the “terrible twos” can be hard
to handle — both for them and the people around
them. Although you may think of your boys as TARTDOV LBOEOATT LBS
roughly the same age, it is more helpful to realize
they can be at very different stages of develop-
ment. Then there is personality and temperament [ A S HRD O N A E V A T N S KZT . “D
— your son may be more mild-mannered, so he
never acted. And your sister may have a different

parenting style or hasn’t figured out yet how to YDMM RMYREFT MBPA FAYT.’

approach this new behavior in her son.

Although you seem to equate being younger YeStel'day’S Cr yptO(]llip: SUPPOSE A FLORIST
with being gentler, such is not always the case. H AS A STORE TH AT’S SUCCESSFUL MIGHT HE

Your nephew hasn’t learned to stifle his impulses,

and while bullies generally get more aggressive CLAIM THAT BUSINESS IS BLOOMING?
as they grow, some will switch to verbal and emo- Today’s Cryptoquip CIUCI M equals L

tional battering. But there is no reason to label the

Sally Forth °* Greg Howard child a bully at the tender age of 2. Explain to
your sister you’ve noticed the kids aren’t getting crosswcrd ® Eugene Sheffer
ND AFTER !

along as well as they did, and see if you can sug-
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g North-South vulnerable. acronym well 1 Crazy cal time
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CAN-EAT BUFFET 15 ONE CAN BRING ouT THE :Q J1093 Impossi- choose to  down an alibi
BIG BowL oF PEAS AND REST OF THE BUFFET .32‘3‘ ble” run” 7 Stomach- 32 Send
Now! #K 8 17 Teeny 49 Incite related packing
;hctkﬁddiﬂl%i © South  West amount 50 Thai 8 Contemp- 33 Do
; WEONOST RS eshae mererwow  ssuner
:?E} A @ ?);ening lead — eight of diamonds. TV set Table 9 Serialized underwire
%j A Recommended Procedure 20 Reveil!t(a’s o ?g.dre.ss“ 10 D(taterio- 36 Longoria
5 Z N " In the play of many hands, everything fits into 29 OQT;?(S; y ggies e c'\)/lrendes
Er § place as neatly as in a jigsaw puzzle. Declarer’s follow-up _ Solution time: 25 mins. 38 Qyeract
0 ] ¢| chief job is to assemble the missing pieces and 26 Charac- rP oJw 1[pJo 39 Earlier
determine how they fit into the overall picture. teristic A E g g gEY E Ea 42 Press
Consider this deal where South is in four 29 Spoton XIEIDIBILIEISIS T InlG| 43 Onin
spades and West leads a diamond. East cashes a die vIllE[L[ 1 [s[E[lB[0[A years
JEREMY T MADE MOM, I DON'T EVEN LIKE the A-K and returns the five, ruffed by West, who 30 Buck’s Ry g ’E X S| 44 Not as
HOUR FAVORITE STRIPED JEL-O! O ONLY shifts toa club. Loga o hu Roch
;! . ) South must now make the rest of the tricks. His 31 Legacy s[sPllv]o[T| 45 Recede
THINK 1 10 BECAISE DADS only potential loser is in hearts, and he knows he recipient O R 46 Comic
BEEN TELLING YOU THAT IT5 0 can make the contract if he takes a heart finesse 32 SIe€PY Alc[E[s Romano
W FAVORITE SINCE TIWASFIVE! | . in the right direction. The question remaining is compan- p[A M‘ 48 Conk
H which opponent is more likely to hold the queen. fon Yesterday’s answer 1117 OUt
u To try to solve this fairly common problem, 2 10 11
declarer initiates a series of plays designed to
ferret out the desired information. He begins by
§ 7 taking the club return with the king and drawing
H ¢ four rounds of trumps, discarding a heart from
< i dummy.
These plays reveal a great deal about East’s 24 |25
hand. Declarer discovers that East started with
NICE MEXICAN four spades in addition to five diamonds, so all
WRESTLING MASK, PIDNT WANT that remains is to find out how many clubs he
PEOPLESTPRING started with.
AT IT. 9 Accordingly, South leads a club to the ace and
s| ruffs a club as East follows suit each time. The
i| picture of East’s hand is now virtually complete,
é| since 12 of his 13 cards are accounted for. At 4314

most, East can have one heart.

So South plays the ace and another heart to
dummy’s jack with 100 percent assurance that it
will win, and the contract is home.
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