
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/28

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/25

Famous Hand
This deal was played in the 1976 World Bridge 

Olympiad in the match between Turkey and Den-
mark. And quite a remarkable hand it proved to 
be when Danish stars Steen Moeller and Stig 
Werdelin combined their talents on a super de-
fense to defeat four hearts.

Moeller began South’s undoing by leading 
a trump. Declarer took the queen, led a club to 
the ace and returned a diamond, on which East 
played the ten, South the king and West the ace.

West led another trump, continuing his assault 
on South’s trumps. Declarer took the king, ruffed 
a club in dummy and returned a diamond. East 
bravely followed low, enabling West to win with 
the nine and lead a third round of trumps.

Thanks to this inspired defense, South could 
not ruff a diamond in his hand to score a 10th 
trick. The remaining play was anticlimactic, even 
though the Danes had to pass two more hurdles to 
accomplish their mission. This was the position 
after South took the ace of hearts:

South led the jack of clubs, and West correctly 
followed low. Declarer ruffed in dummy and led 
the jack of trumps, on which East made the cru-
cial discard of a spade to put the contract down 
one.

At 40 of the 44 tables where the deal was played, 
the final contract was in hearts, but Moeller and 
Werdelin were the only pair to hold declarer to 
nine tricks!

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I like to bargain-hunt and 
do my clothes shopping at charity thrift stores. 
We are pinching pennies and I don’t mind wear-
ing secondhand clothes. But my husband insists 
on buying me fancy brand-name presents. I con-
sider it a waste of money, and I have told him so. 
How do I get him to understand? – K.S.

Dear K.S.: You both have good motives, so it 
is hard to say it’s a black-and-white case. There’s 
no clear right or wrong answer that would point 
to your way of clothing yourself being the best 
and his being faulty. Obviously you are getting 
more bang for your buck by shopping at thrift 
stores. He may be providing clothes that are in 
style and made to last a long time – an invest-
ment. So technically, you could call it a draw. 
But we aren’t just talking about dueling shopping 
carts here. There’s more in play when a husband 
reaches out to give his wife frequent nice gifts.

He is telling you a couple of things. One, he 
loves you and thinks you are worth buying nice 
things for. And despite your financial situation, he 
wants to prove he still can provide for his wife. I 
think you may be overlooking this point of pride 
for your husband. Perhaps if you cut back on thrift 
shopping, you’d be able to gracefully accept his 
gifts without it hurting your pocketbook. I’m sure 
he appreciates your careful ways, but that’s not 
the issue. Getting him to stop for the wrong rea-
sons might be something you would regret.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My grandma lives in our 
town, and we try to help her out, as she is getting 
old. I don’t mind housework, but when it comes 
to shopping, I can’t be patient. She has to look at 
each label and compare prices, and I just want to 
throw stuff in the cart! I feel angry and frustrated 
by the time we are done. How can I speed her up 
or change how I react? I am 23. – W.L.

Dear W.L.: It is great you are able to spend 
time with your grandma and help her around the 
house. That’s probably easier because you have 
more autonomy when it comes to the chores – 
doing things at your own pace. But when you get 
to the grocery store, you feel the frustrations a lot 
of people do – some of us don’t enjoy the place 
in the best of circumstances. Having to go at your 
grandmother’s pace is cramping your style. But 
since it’s easier to change ourselves than another 
person – especially one who is old, set in her 
ways and burdened by failing faculties – you will 
need to call upon your own resources to change.

It might help to go through her pantry after a 
shopping trip and write the items she buys every 
week. It might make things easier. Make a mas-
ter list by location, so when you get to the store 
you can just find the item and put it in the cart. 
With the rest of your time, why not engage your 
grandma in conversation? She may be so focused 
on labels and prices because she doesn’t have 
anything else to occupy her thoughts. Enjoy her.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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