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National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a

low around 17. South wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 42. South wind 10 to
15 mph becoming north.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 19. West wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 49. West wind between 5
and 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 24.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 48.

Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 25.

Monday: A chance of rain
and snow. Partly sunny, with a
high near 37. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30 percent.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 19.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 40.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 20.
Wednesday: High, 44; Low 21
Precip: Wednesday None

Director overhauling service

From “DIRECTOR,” Page 1

Physician assistant Brian Unruh is assist-
ing Hickert with the new manual. Hickert
said that revising and updating services for
the department makes for a very exciting
time for medical services. He said during
the latter part of December he plans to meet
with area civic groups to repair relation-
ships in the community and give informa-
tion about his progress. He also hopes to
gain more interest for potential volunteers
to attend January’s training session.

Hickert said that training within the de-
partment has already proven successful. He
said over the weekend, he was able to wit-
ness a crew in action during a transport.

“They did very well and got the IV done
in one stick,” he said. “I’m also appreciative
of the police presence on the scene and hope
they become interested in receiving train-
ing in January.”

The Commissioners agreed that if law en-
forcement is on the scene to give assistance,
they should have some knowledge about lo-
cal equipment and how to better lend a help-
ing hand when needed.

In other business:

e A bill for $23,400 was received from
Stockton Restoration, who are in the pro-
cess of repairing portions of the courthouse
exterior and stairs. The company claims
they are 90 percent complete.

The Commissioners went outside to sur-
vey progress and agreed the project is far
from complete. They also voiced concern
about the expected freezing rain and how
it would affect the exposed crevices where
damaged mortar had been chipped away for
restoration. The area in front of the building
has been blocked off with plastic for safety,
but has no roof to protect the site from rain

and snow.

The Commissioners approved a payment
of $5,400, and agreed to pay the rest upon
completion of the project.

¢ A bill for $72,161 was approved to pay
for digital mapping services and aerial pho-
tography done for use by the appraiser’s
office and emergency management. Emer-
gency management director Susan McMa-
han said the photos were reviewed by a third
party to ensure quality, who said the photos
are the best they’ve seen from that com-
pany. McMahan was requested to get their
approval in writing.

The expense will be entirely reimbursed
from the state as part of a grant that was re-
ceived for the project.

¢ A $1,000 donation to the transportation
van was approved from the sheriff’s depart-
ment.

e Certified public accountant Brian Staats
from Adams, Brown, Beran and Ball pre-
sented an audit proposal for consideration.
Commissioners agreed on a three-year time-
line to better fall in line with the reviews
that are only required every three years. The
county will encumber one year of fees at a
time, rather than paying three year’s worth
all at once.

e Angie Gaede from the health depart-
ment presented follow-up information to the
commissioners regarding the department’s
upgrade to electronic health records. An
agreement with surrounding counties will
be explored to cut back on expenses. Gaede
was asked to find a sample of an inter-local
agreement and to give a copy of the contract
to attorney Kevin Berens for review.

e Salary raises for county employees were
discussed for 2012. An idea was proposed
to allow department heads the ability to
distribute raises amongst the employees in

War in Iraq officially over,

their office. Department head raises will be
determined by the commissioners. Employ-
ees are encouraged to attend next week’s
meeting to give their feedback.

e The Commissioners discussed Rural
Fire District No. 5 as it relates to Sherman
County, rural parts of Thomas County and
Brewster. It was discovered that Brewster
may not be paying for fire protection since
there is no line item in the city budget. It
could be paid for under the general fund, but
a call the city government went unanswered.
Eighty-five percent of the district’s people
are located within the city of Brewster.

There has also been a long-standing agree-
ment for Thomas County to pay Sherman
County $5,000 a year for services in the fire
district. Sherman county wants to rescind it
as they are wanting to improve their ratings
and service to their residents.

More information will be gathered and
discussion will be continued at a later date.

e The monthly emergency medical ser-
vices report was given: local runs this year
to date have decreased 12 percent from
last year, from 539 in 2010 to 473 in 2011;
emergency runs have increased this year to
date from 250 runs in 2010 to 313 in 2011,
a 25 percent increase; nonemergency runs
have increased 33 percent, from 175 in 2010
to 233 in 2011; trauma runs also increased
from 294 to 305; and the total number of
patients has increased 14 percent from 420
in 2010 to 480 patients to date for 2011.

e Christiansen notified colleagues that the
Solomon Forks Wind Farm company out of
Chicago will give a presentation on Monday
regarding a possible wind farm built south
of Colby. A potential 72 turbines will be
erected about four miles from town.

says military

Month: 0.62 inches
Year: 20.18 inches
Normal:  20.65 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:58 a.m. 5:22 p.m.
Moon: waning, 64 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Congress says
no shutdown
imminent

WASHINGTON (AP) — Shift-
ing from confrontation to coop-
eration, congressional leaders ex-
pressed optimism Thursday that
agreement was near on extending
this year’s payroll tax cut, renew-
ing unemployment benefits and
averting a federal shutdown.

“We can extend payroll tax re-
lief for American workers and cre-
ate new jobs and keep the govern-
ment running and, frankly, we can
do it in a bipartisan way,” House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio,
told reporters.

“No more showboats,” Boehner
said after praising earlier remarks
by Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., that lingering dis-
agreements on a mammoth spend-
ing bill could be easily resolved.
“It’s just time to legislate.”

Saturday Evening

From “WAR,” Page 1

and a divided nation.”

Some Iraqis celebrated the
exit of what they called Ameri-
can occupiers, neither invited
not welcome in a proud coun-

try.

“The American ceremony
represents the failure of the U.S.
occupation of Iraq due to the
great resistance of the Iraqi peo-
ple,” said lawmaker Amir al-Ki-
nani, a member of the political
coalition loyal to anti-American
cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.

Others said that while grateful
for U.S. help ousting Saddam,
the war went on too long. A ma-
jority of Americans would agree,
according to opinion polls.

The low-key nature of the
ceremony stood in sharp con-
trast to the high octane start of
the war, which began before
dawn on March 20, 2003, with
an airstrike in southern Baghdad
where Saddam was believed to
be hiding. U.S. and allied ground
forces then stormed across the
featureless Kuwaiti desert, ac-
companied by reporters, pho-
tographers and television crews
embedded with the troops.

The final few thousand U.S.
troops will leave Iraq in orderly
caravans and tightly scheduled

flights.

The ceremony at Baghdad
International Airport also fea-
tured remarks from Army Gen.
Martin Dempsey, the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
Gen. Lloyd Austin, the top U.S.
commander in Iraq.

Austin led the massive logisti-
cal challenge of shuttering hun-
dreds of bases and combat out-
posts, and methodically moving
more than 50,000 U.S. troops
and their equipment out of Iraq
over the last year — while still
conducting training, security
assistance and counterterrorism
battles.

The war “tested our military’s
strength and our ability to adapt
and evolve,” he said, noting the
development of the new coun-
terinsurgency doctrine.

As of Thursday, there were
two U.S. bases and about 4,000
U.S. troops in Iraq — a dramatic
drop from the roughly 500 mili-
tary installations and as many as
170,000 troops during the surge
ordered by President George W.
Bush in 2007, when violence
and raging sectarianism gripped
the country. All U.S. troops are
slated to be out of Iraq by the
end of the year, but officials are
likely to meet that goal a bit be-
fore then.

December 17, 2011

The total U.S. departure is a
bit earlier than initially planned,
and military leaders worry that
it is a bit premature for the still
maturing Iraqi security forces,
who face continuing struggles
to develop the logistics, air op-
erations, surveillance and intel-
ligence-sharing capabilities they
will need in what has long been
a difficult region.

Despite  President Barack
Obama’s earlier contention that
all American troops would be
home for Christmas, at least
4,000 forces will remain in
Kuwait for some months. The
troops will be able to help fi-
nalize the move out of Iraq, but
could also be used as a quick re-
action force if needed.

Despite the war’s toll and un-
popularity, Panetta said earlier
this week, it “has not been in
vain.”

During a stop in Afghanistan,
Panetta described the mission as
“making that country sovereign
and independent and able to
govern and secure itself.”

That, he said, is “a tribute to
everybody — everybody who
fought in that war, everybody
who spilled blood in that war,
everybody who was dedicated
to making sure we could achieve
that mission.”
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Iraqi citizens offered a more
pessimistic assessment. “The
Americans are leaving behind
them a destroyed country,” said
Mariam Khazim of Sadr City.
“The Americans did not leave
modern schools or big factories
behind them. Instead, they left
thousands of widows and or-
phans.”

The Iraq Body Count website
says more than 100,000 Iraqis
have been killed since the U.S.
invasion. The vast majority were
civilians.

U.S. officials were unable
to reach an agreement with the
Iraqis on legal issues and troop
immunity that would have al-
lowed a small training and coun-
terterrorism force to remain.
U.S. defense officials said they
expect there will be no move-
ment on that issue until some-
time next year.

Obama met in Washington
with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki earlier this week, vow-
ing to remain committed to Iraq
as the two countries struggle to
define their new relationship.
Ending the war was an early
goal of the Obama administra-
tion, and Thursday’s ceremony
will allow the president to fulfill
a crucial campaign promise dur-
ing a politically opportune time.
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Hays church to hold

celebration at school

The Celebration Community Church
will hold a night of worship beginning
at 6 p.m. Saturday in the Colby High
School auditorium. The event will in-
clude live music by The Ignite Band.
For information, call (785) 625-5483.

Sing Christmas carols

at College Drive church

The College Drive Assembly of God
Church will hold a Christmas carol
sing-a-long at 6 p.m. Sunday at the
church, 245 W. College Dr. Everyone
is invited to the sing-a-long and the fel-
lowship hour after. For information, call
462-8235.

Come for the soup,

stay for the scripture

The Thomas County Ministerial As-
sociation will be holding Soup and
Scripture at noon Wednesday at Smof-
fees. The menu is soup (usually three
kinds), homemade bread, dessert and
drink for $6. This year’s theme is “Gift
of God.” The speaker Wednesday is Jar-
rod Spencer of the Church of Christ. For
information, call Spencer at 460-6322.

Organization
to hold open house

Wings Upon the Prairie will have an
open house from 5 to 8 p.m. on Monday
and Tuesday at its office on Franklin
Avenue. Hot chocolate, apple cider, cof-
fee and cookies will be served. Dona-

tions will be accepted. For information,
call 460-74717.

College pool, gym

closed until Jan. 2

The Colby Community College pool
will be closed through Sunday, Jan. 1,
for renovations and repairs. The pool
will reopen on Monday, Jan. 2. The col-
lege fitness lab will be closed Saturday
through Jan. 1. It will also reopen on
Jan. 2. For information call 460-5411.

Schools to let out

on Wednesday

Colby Public Schools and Sacred
Heart Catholic School will dismiss for
winter break on Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Heartland Christian will dismiss at noon
that day.

Ring the bell
for the Salvation Army

The Salvation Army is in need of bell-
ringers for its Walmart kettle. Money
raised is used locally. To volunteer, call
Sue Draper at 462-7511.

Booster club to sell

shirts and hoodies

The Colby High School Booster Club
will be selling eagle foil print shirts
and hoodies at the Community Build-
ing for this season’s basketball games
and wrestling meets. Proceeds go to
the club, which supports Colby High
School athletics. For information, call
Tracy Rogers at 462-0489.
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