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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott Dr. Joyce Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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Shoes don’t help

learning to walk
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. Dear Dr. Brothers: This seems like a silly
Beetle Balley * Mort Walker question, but I'm not sure when to start having

my baby wear shoes. He’s standing up well but

H\%Még [z HGEEEZE:EST hasn’t started walking yet. I keep him in socks
: now, but I feel sometimes he needs the protection

of shoes when he’s standing or outside. T am wor- bt o king restass syne

ried people will think I am neglectful if they see  “rear o oe " .,
a baby with no shoes. I know that shouldn’t be a You better stop poutin’, PJ,and |

factor, but I don’t like criticism! — B.A. don’t think | need to tell you Why-”
Dear B.A.: Please don’t worry about what

people think — you can’t live your life that way. It conceptis sudOku. ¢ Dave Green

seems like common sense, but with all the nones-
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sential items for babies nowadays, it can be hard 3 8 1
to make sense of what your baby needs and what
he doesn’t. Shoes will begin to serve their pur- 7 5 9 s
pose after he learns to walk. During the process s
Blondie ® Chic Young of learning, though, you should allow your baby o 2 6 3
to be in bare feet. Because shoes have inflexible &
I'LL SAY! COQA'S, IT HAS TO DO WITH GIVING, BOSS | gurfaces, it can be more difficult for a child to 9 4 1 g
COFN(;/II;IGC?_?T'EI:IA;HIEVE E learn to walk if he’s wearing shoes. The natural =
TRUE MEANING OF )¢ OKAY...NOW movement of bare feet will allow him to get the 1 7 |é
CHRISTMAS 5 LGET IT feel of walking more easily. If it gets cold, socks £
5 or booties with nonskid surfaces are good ideas. 4 2 8 é
f Once he does learn to walk, there still are a few 7 9 3 5
things to keep in mind in terms of shoes. Make &
sure his shoes are lightweight and flexible — stiff 6 2 4 E
g and hard shoes make walking more difficult and N
£ § restrict foot movement. You also should make 5 1 4 =
2 3 sure his shoes are the correct size —don’t buy three —_ ©
2 s . .. s . Difficulty Level % % % 12/15
£ E sizes too big in anticipation of his next growth
o : spurt or keep him in the same shoes months after 7, is a logic-based num- |[4]6]8[3]7]5][9[1]2
. his last growth spurt. With these tips, your baby 3/9/7|1]/2|8|6|4|5]:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne should be ready to toddle to his next challenge. b;;’g?g;}’jﬁ’;;’;ﬁ;ﬁ; o |51112]6/0/4|7 3 8]
- Dear Dr. Brothers: My elementary-schooler : ; : 8/2/6]|9|1/7]|3|5|4
MOTHER THINKG ~ ILL SHAVE MINE I KN IT WAS 4 has recently made a habit o}; using bad \Zzords. I'm ber,}i o in eac;h cellin vc‘;hjld; 9/53|8/4/2/1|7|6
Yol SHouLp A% SO0N A5 SHE M5 TAKE THE SECOND careful with my language around her, but her fa- eacl row, cotuams ane 2> 7/4/115/31618/2/9
SHAVE SHAVES HERS ./ ISAWIT..- : MR ’ regionmustcontainonlyone §Tg1417(5(3(2/9 1
YOUR BEARD,,, , ther is less so, and I'm sure she’s expgsed to these instance of each numeral. 13512891467
words elsewhere. I’ve tried to explain that some 77, «olution to the last 57 9la 61158 3
words are not appropriate, but it almost seems ¢, 7k, puzzle is at right. Dy Tovl X

to have increased her curiosity to seek out such
words. How can I break this habit? — F.R.
Dear F.R.: It’s true that kids are exposed to an cryptoquip

almost unrelenting stream of vulgarity, no mat-

ter how much we try to protect them. Hearing —

and repeating — bad words may seem harmless,

but these words become integrated into a child’s UE R C P G D G EEJW C R A
vocabulary and therefore into his or her under-

standing of the world. If your daughter constantly

hears curses from her father, she’ll associate these
words with him, and that can affect their relation- U T D W J C C U I J I R W U J S L G E

CHS BROWNE

PSST,P(DQOU HEAR? MONSENSE'I ONL‘e WHERE THE ship. So, the first step to break her habit is to crac
?_.‘g\gr%p‘evte; L%OCVIIT%OEéS E'L‘Aé“;l#‘ﬂ‘gﬁ VCE(,R Q S H E N%ERACKER dl;\i)/;lson’ E;r ?at}ieltr, grfd ltZreallz lI:is Ea(li)-;vortd habii(. ,
CAN @ET‘HOUTHECAEAP_ HOTEC, ROOMASS You can let your daughter know there is only one E W G S P L V W U A Y C , U V C R L

S’

standard for language in the family, and her dad
is going to have to abide by it as well.

It sounds like you’ve already talked to your SPRS'C R EGRTIW'C TRWYIJS.

daughter about bad language and why it is not

{ 070 : ' allowed, but you can reiterate this every time she Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE THE BIRD
hears or says a bad word. When she does say a WATCHER WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE

\ 34

=0 ESTRATES FORNOTELS (DY
‘ : =~

any, bad word, stop what you’re doing and reprimand
”’ “//J z" her — interruption and immediate response will ANNUAL GALA, HE HAD TO SEND HIS EGRETS.
‘h.ﬁh. 12/15 z impress upon her the gravity of the situation, and Todav’s Crvpto lli Clue: V equals D
she’ll learn it’s a big deal when she curses. Even y yptoquip AR
S ally Forth ® Gre g Howard after a punishment, you should ask your daughter

to apologize for such language so she makes the crosswcrd ® Eugene Sheffer

SO000, OUR PARENTS Jm NO WORRiES. ) o PP YOUR DADTSO DOES YOUR MOM DO P THE GROOM’S\ connection that she is offending others.
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S%GEE-FFS%/‘ A A GRANDCHILD. 3 NEI\;\E/F; %g%él‘b “E BRADY BUNCH2 North dealer. 8 Spare tire 40 Brat's advan- 24 Rudely

'fg g / \\‘ Both sides Ve 12 Lima’s stocking tage of brief
(] e N o 7 53, land stuffer 5 Greek 25 Zeus’
: E €Q8765 13 Island 41 Meager leader? consort
Si - - z WEST*A“ EAST souvenir 45 Met ’ 6 Born 26 Organiza-
Xy 1YY NS0 B e IsRigh 47 Chances,  skin 27 Loak
g 7. oy X ’ fo *A104 *J9 ight ances, skin ea
,&&"‘M H % o4 J X % S -!2’"’ {2 % *84 oy YV on the for short 8 Reached slowly
SOy 2 L = 89432 map? 49 Midday 32 28 Agree
*K32 16 Ener 50 Covers degrees, 32 Use
Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts The bidding 00 17 It tak%i 51 A ma%/be " 33 Cry of
" 1 ¢ North — East  South  West the cake Gershwin 9 Light acclama-
wow! IS ) MAN! THEY I I THINK _—1 T A 18 Squat 52 Fragrant pugrple tion

THIS CALAMARI BURNED TH(S YDON'T " D P e Do down oil source  shade 35 “Eurekal”
STUFF HUNK PRETTY THINK THATS FRIED Pags Dass o4 Dol 20 Lounge 53 Versifier 10 Time of 36 Cleo’s
PRleTT‘\’ 3 Goop! THATS Opening lead — king of spades. around 54 Plaything your life? slayer

Goon | : %010 i dhau-il ik

— ¢ ! Generally speaking, there are two schools of sory Roeth- tum
¢ P AR > biQders. The ﬁrst. is 'composed of those Whose 26 Winter DOWN lisberger 39 English
S ST N chief goal in blqdlqg is to .reach the best possible warmer 1 Detail, 19 Spy novel  home-
)!z % 3 contract for their side. This group represents the 29 Qstrich’s for short org. work,
=5 AN overwhelming majority of bridge players. cousin maybe
_ ‘ - wn)) & Members of the second school are those whose 30 Payable Solution time: 25 mins. 42 [ ion’s
g U D IEGRD chief purpose is to try to prevent the opponents 31 Crazy rA PIT PIUP call
) from reaching their best contract. The tactics em- one ’ 3 g E EFL ; ?m 43 Type
2 o Ti ployed by these players can take many forms, but 32 Gabor or [f[r[e[n[c|H|a|u|A|r|T|E|R| 44 Tackles’
Z1ts Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott the aim is always the same — to do as much dam- Mendes [K[E[NIMT[A[u[P[ER[A]Y team-
NEW KHAKIS, {EAH! HOWD 5T A YOUR MOTHER THINKS age 0 the opponents” bidding structure as pos- 33 Fays  Jgfch SR T A EIE 45 hoen
7 | S1Dle. O(M[I'|T R|U|B|E
AP ouGEss! HUNCH. THEY MAKE ME LOOKSLIM! It is evident from this deal, played in the 1978 34 Sub- ] AlIIDEEISITIE|LIARAIBIC for' )
Women’s World Pair Championship, that North- machine & B T Heidi
: un 46 Carnival
of South, who shall remain nameless, were both 9 . SIN[A Jo T a .
< full-fledged members of the second school. 35 Ch?pplng AlP|R NJAN 4 gty
il South opened the bidding in third seat with too Yesterday’s answer 1215 48 Expert
v one diamond, presumably because it was her turn P 9 10 [11
¢§| to bid. West doubled, and North, attempting to
<l muddy the waters, bid one spade! East entered
g i| the fray with two hearts, employing her partner-
é Soammh ; ship’s peculiar system of bidding what you have
i bR :| rather than what you don’t have.
. West raised two hearts to four, and this rolled 24 |25
WELL, Yo g around to South, who apparently thought she =
COUDTRY |8 had not yet expressed the full value of her hand.
- Accordingly, she bid four spades! West, who no
doubt could not believe her ears, found a double,
g and North retreated to five diamonds, also dou-
bled.
: Then came five spades and six diamonds, both
" doubled, at which point the bidding mercifully S A
: came to a grinding halt. Declarer finished down
S six — 1,700 points — and North-South were left
i with a gnawing feeling that perhaps something
i had gone wrong with their system.
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