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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 12/15

Dear Heloise: First, let me say I love your col-
umn and read it every day. When I read your ar-
ticle on travel advice from Joan Crawford, one of 
my favorites, I was especially interested. 

Here is my take on PERFECT PACKING: I 
keep plastic bags from the dry cleaners in my 
suitcases and use them for each individual suit, 
blouse or dress on hangers. I then fold them, in 
their plastic bag and on a hanger, and put them 
in the suitcase.

When I arrive at my destination, I unpack each 
item and hang it up. As I use the items, I place the 
plastic bag with the hanger back in my suitcase, 
and put worn or soiled clothes on top. 

When packing pressed items not on hangers, 
I just place a plastic bag between each fold. My 
clothes are always wrinkle-free.

In my overnight bag, I keep a laminated 5-by-
7-inch index card of items never to forget, such 
as medications, travel umbrella, tennis shoes and 
socks, nightgown, etc. On the other side of the 
same card, I list toiletries, such as soap, lip balm, 
hair spray, toothpaste, etc. This laminated card 
lives in my overnight case, and I keep a dupli-
cate in my suitcase. I hope this helps someone. 
– Dorothy from Houston

Dorothy, a few tried-and-true hints that will 
help make sure everything is packed. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

PREVENTING PAIN 
Dear Heloise: I have a pain-saving hint for 

people who, like me, are undergoing radiation 
therapy. The labels in my shirts scratched against 
the back of my neck where I had received the ra-
diation, and it was very painful and irritating. 

I could have cut the labels out of my shirts, but 
I didn’t want to. Instead, I used adhesive first-aid 
strips to cover the labels. I used the cloth-type 
strips, and the scratching and irritation stopped. 
Just remember to take them off before you put the 
shirt in the laundry. – Wes in Kansas

Wes, thank you for sharing this hint, and I hope 
your therapy was successful! – Hugs, Heloise

FROZEN FOOD
Dear Heloise: My husband and I occasionally 

use tortillas or other flat breads, and I keep them 
in the freezer.  I had a problem with them break-
ing when taking some out of the package. 

Now, before I put them in the freezer, I open the 
package and put a piece of plastic wrap between 
each tortilla, etc., so we can take out as many as 
needed, reseal the package, and no broken pieces 
to throw out. – Carol, via email

DRAWER DO-OVER
Dear Heloise: I recycled the crisper, meat and 

cheese drawers from my old refrigerator. When I 
want to transport food for a potluck dinner, they 
work great to put the pot or dish in. No spills to 
clean up in the car. – Luci in Bernville, Pa.

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Plastic provides
perfect packing

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/16

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Two spades. Your takeout double has forced 

partner to bid, so he might have no values at all. 
The best you can do, therefore, is to make a single 
raise, indicating spade support and about 16 to 18 
points (with less than that, you would pass one 
spade). Partner can have anywhere from zero to 
at most nine points (with a better hand, he would 
have jumped in spades). You don’t have to guess 
what he has, though; all you need to do is to tell 
him what you have and let him decide what to 
do next.

2. One notrump. The choice lies between one 
notrump and two clubs, both of which show sub-
stantial extra values. The notrump bid is slightly 
better because it is more apt to induce a further 
bid from partner. He might pass two clubs with 
a hand where he considers an 11-trick game too 
remote to be pursued, yet act over one notrump 
because a nine-trick game would seem within the 
realm of possibility.

Note that a jump to two notrump would be 
overly exuberant, as it would indicate the val-
ues for an opening two-notrump bid, which you 
clearly don’t have.

3. Three spades. While partner’s response is 
forced, he might still have the few ingredients 
necessary to produce 10 tricks. For example, he 
might hold:

and with either of them he should happily bid 
four.

4. Two clubs. It might seem cowardly to bid 
only two clubs, but the fact is that game is un-
likely unless partner voluntarily bids again.

The alternative bids are two spades or three 
clubs, but neither of them can be recommended. 
It would be dangerous to raise spades with only 
three-card support, as partner might have only 
four cards in the suit. It would be equally danger-
ous to leap to three clubs, since if partner has a 
worthless hand, you are not likely to make nine 
tricks.

 (c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


