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On the Beat

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby
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(800) 611-6735

To have your ad placed in 
the Business Directory call 
Sharon or Kathryn today at 

785-462-3963

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Auto   l   Home   l   Life   l   Business   l   College   l   Retirement

I make 
insurance simple.  

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC++++, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M083-ML-BC (5-11)

David Browne III550 N Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Agent Name, Agent

NEED EXTRA 
MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Call us or stop by!

Western Winds Therapeutic Massage
Trigger Point Therapy

Reflexology
Myofascial Release

Deep Tissue
Stress Management

Relaxation

Michelle Bremenkamp
Located at

430 N. Franklin, Colby, KS

~ Balance your life ~

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer and electric.

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Hot tub, clean restrooms, Propane available, clubhouse and laundry room. 
We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

-Have your Mom or Dad come visit us at Farmers 
and Merchants Bank to open an account for you!!

-We do various activities throughout the 
year, and anyone ages 4 to 12 can be a member.

-So bring Mom or Dad in TODAY and join 
Maverick’s Kids Club…he’d love to have you!

On January 10th at 3:30 PM 
at the Colby Cinema!  Please 
RSVP by January 9th to 
Farmers & Merchants Bank at 
785-460-3321.

ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS
CHIPWRECKED

MAVERICK’S 
KIDS CLUB

-Parents are responsible for transportation
-Movie is 1hr and 27 min long

Maverick’s Kids Club at Farmers & Merchants Bank

Kids…you’re invited to join our kids’ savings club.  It’s easy & fun!! 

Member FDIC
240 W 4th Street

785-460-3321
www.fmbcolby.com

If you would like your child to be a part of Maverick’s Kids Club, please
contact us at Farmers & Merchants Bank for more information.

The coming year offers many stargazing de-
lights, and a couple of them don’t even occur 
at night. 

There will be the usual annual meteor show-
ers, brilliant naked-eye planets, and pairings of 
night sky objects, but 2012 also will treat us 
to a partial solar eclipse and a rare transit of 
Venus.

Meteor showers. Meteor showers are an-
nual events with the same showers occurring 
each year, but the presence or absence of a 
bright Moon determines which might be worth 
seeing in a given year – a full moon makes 
them hard to see. This year the Moon favors 
the Lyrids in April, the popular Perseids in Au-
gust, the Draconids and Orionids in October, 
the Leonids in November, and the Geminids 
and Ursids in December. While more meteors 
are usually seen in the mornings, this year the 
Perseids, Draconids, and Geminids might be 
entertaining throughout the night.

Naked-eye planets. Each of the planets 
has its own schedule for favorable viewing 
times and dates, and these change from year 
to year. Speedy Mercury, which makes four 
trips around the Sun each Earth-year, usually 
makes six two-to-three-week appearances in 
our night sky with half being in the morning 
and half in the evening. This year the morning 
appearances come in mid April (poorest), mid 
August (good), and late November-early De-
cember (best) when the elusive planet is seen 
low in the east for an hour or two before dawn. 
Evening shows will be early March (best), mid 
June (good), and most of October (poorest) 
when Mercury is seen low in the west for an 
hour or two soon after dusk.

Unlike the shy Mercury, Venus dominates 
the sky when she is up. This year the goddess 
of love and beauty will continue as the brilliant 
“evening star” through mid May. After a rare 
encounter with the Sun in June – see below 
– she then becomes the “morning star” from 
July through the end of the year.

Mars will be a fi xture in our evening sky 
much of the year. Currently rising in the late 
evening, it reaches opposition March 3, when 
it rises at sunset and is up all night. It will con-
tinue its evening presence until late December. 
For morning stargazers, Mars will also con-
tinue to be seen in the west in the morning sky 
for a few more weeks.

Jupiter, currently high and bright in the south 
in the early evening, will stay in the evening 
sky through April. Then after passing behind 
the Sun, it emerges in the morning in June, 

there to remain visible through late November. 
In October it also stars showing in the evening 
sky, reaches opposition Dec. 2, and then domi-
nates the evening sky through the end of the 
year.

Saturn now graces the morning sky high in 
the south, and will be visible in the morning 
through March. It also begins appearing in the 
evening in March, reaches opposition April 
15, and will be prominent in the evening sky 
until September. After passing behind the Sun 
in late October, it closes out the year back in 
the morning sky starting in November.

Close encounters. Every year gives us some 
neat encounters between stars, planets, the 
Moon and other objects, and 2012 seems bet-
ter than most years. The encounter I’m most 
looking forward to is when the two brightest 
planets, Venus and Jupiter, pass within a few 
moonwidths of each other in the early evenings 
of mid March. If you like night-sky drama start 
watching now each evening as they gradually 
approach almost like two shy lovers, until they 
blaze side-by-side low in the west.

Solar eclipse. The solar eclipse occurs in 
the late afternoon of May 20 and those direct-
ly in the eclipse path from around Midland, 
Texas, northwestward through northern Cali-
fornia will see an annular solar eclipse when 
the Moon passes exactly between the Sun and 
Earth. Ordinarily this would produce a total 
solar eclipse where for a few minutes the Sun 
would be completely hidden by the Moon. 
However, owning to their relative distances 
during this eclipse, the Moon won’t appear 
quite large enough to hide the entire Sun but 
rather will cover the center, leaving a brief but 
dramatic “ring of fi re.”

Most of those in the western half of the 
U.S. not in the less-than-200-mile-wide an-
nular eclipse path will still see a nice partial 
eclipse low in the west shortly before sunset 
– and seeing a partial eclipse around sunset 
with the Sun near the horizon could be pretty 
dramatic. The further west one is, the earlier 
before sunset the eclipse begins, and longer it 
will be visible.

Transit of Venus. By far, the rarest event 
of the year is the transit of Venus when our 
neighboring planet passes directly between the 
Sun and Earth. Unlike solar eclipses where the 
Moon noticeably hides part or all of the Sun 
for a few minutes, Venus is so far away that 
the transit is visible only through a telescope. 
Venus appears as a tiny black dot slowly mov-
ing across the face of the Sun. At least part of 
the nearly seven-hour transit will be visible 
from virtually the entire U.S., and like with the 
eclipse, the further west one is, the longer it 
will be visible. From the central U.S. we’ll see 
about the fi rst three hours before the Sun sets, 
but this should be enough to enjoy the view.

Venus transits occur only twice per century, 
coming in pairs eight years apart. The last one 
was in 2004, so try to catch this one as there 
won’t be another in our lifetime. Most local 
astronomy clubs will undoubtedly have prop-
erly solar-fi ltered telescopes set up for public 
viewing so watch for announcements.

As the dates approach for these and other 
night sky events, keep reading this twice-
monthly column for more details about when, 
where, and how to look for them.

Of course, I needn’t have mentioned any 
events occurring after Dec. 21, 2012, since, 
according to the crackpots, the world will end 
then and we won’t be here to see anything.

Paul Derrick is an amateur astronomer 
who lives in Waco, Texas. His website (www.
stargazerpaul.com) contains an archive of 
past Stargazer columns and other basic star-
gazing information. Contact him at paulder-
rickwaco@aol.com or (254) 723-6346 or 
write 918 N. 30th St., Waco, Texas, 76707.

COLBY POLICE 
Thursday

11:07 a.m. – Funeral block.
11:30 a.m. – Spoke to subject 

on phone about retrieving person-
al items from residence.

1:20 p.m. – Caller advised of 
identity theft. Report fi led.

4:52 p.m. – Criminal damage to 
property report fi led.

5:53 p.m. – Court services 
called needing offi cer for arrest 
and detain order.

6:17 p.m. – Caller reported a 
car parked in front of residence 
for more than a week. Spoke to 
reporting party; tow away notice 
posted.

10:49 p.m. – Caller reported 
vehicle driving recklessly 30 min-
utes earlier. Not found.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Thursday

12:28 a.m. – Booked Matthew 
L. Helms at 11:38 p.m. Wednes-
day.

12:45 a.m. – Caller reported 

lots of blood at the eastbound rest 
area. No blood, only vomit, mes-
sage sent to Highway Patrol.

7:02 a.m. – Released Matthew 
L. Helms.

3:22 p.m. – Report of a possible 
abandoned pickup at 1796 County 
Rd. O. Vehicle was at Motel 6; 
wanted owner information to buy 
it. No information given to report-
ing party.

4:41 p.m. – Katherine Lynn 
McKaskle arrested on warrant by 
Sherman County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

5:23 p.m. – Caller reported 
a semi with a fl at tire on trailer 
heading eastbound in the 2200 
block of U.S. 24. Spoke to driver 
in the 1800 block of U.S. 83.

6:23 p.m. – Booked Warren Lee 
Edmondson.

7:24 p.m. – Sherman County 
deputy dropped transient off at 
Fuel Depot, 1522 County Rd. 2. 
Sheriff provided ride to Law En-
forcement Center, then deputy 
took subject to Free Breakfast Inn 
at 499 U.S. 83.

2012 to offer partial eclipse
Paul Derrick

Stargazer•

2004 Transit of Venus (from Wikimedia 
Commons)

Time short for nominating employers for Freedom Award
Employer Support of the Guard 

and Reserve, a Defense Depart-
ment agency, is calling on Guard 
and Reserve members to nominate 
their supportive employers for the 
2012 Secretary of Defense Em-
ployer Support Freedom Award 
before the deadline next Mon-

day. The Freedom Award is the 
Defense Department’s highest 
recognition for civilian employ-
ers supporting Guard and Reserve 
members. All employers – large, 
small and public – are eligible to 
receive the honor. Guard and Re-
serve members, or a family mem-

ber acting on their behalf, may 
nominate their employers at www.
FreedomAward.mil. 

Service members who have pre-
viously nominated their employ-
ers for the Freedom Award are 
encouraged to do so again. The 
Department of Defense recognizes 

nominees, semi-fi nalists and fi nal-
ists each year, and all employers 
who have not received the award 
in the past ten years are eligible. 

The 2012 recipients will be 
announced in early summer and 
honored in Washington during a 
ceremony in the fall. 

TOPEKA (AP) – Kansas At-
torney General Derek Schmidt 
is pushing proposals during this 
year’s legislative session that he 
says strengthen protections for 
child against violent crime.

Schmidt, a Republican, an-
nounced his proposals ahead of 
Monday’s opening of the GOP-
controlled Legislature’s annual 
session.

The attorney general is asking 
legislators to let trial court judges 
issue orders barring anyone con-

victed of a crime against a child 
from having any contact with the 
child throughout the victim’s life-
time.

Schmidt also wants to amend a 
law on unlawful sexual relations 
to clarify that it applies to foster 
parents and state contractors in a 
position of trust with children.

He also said he wants to 
strengthen laws meant to ensure 
lifetime electronic monitoring of 
some violent sexual offenders af-
ter they leave prison.

Changes said to protect kids

We want your local news!  Call 462-3963


