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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 9. Blustery, with a
north wind between 20 and 25
mph, with gusts as high as 35
mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 32. Breezy, with a north-
west wind between 15 and 25
mph, with gusts as high as 35
mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 10. Northwest
wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 44. West wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 21.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 47.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 24.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 54.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 28.

M.L.King Day: Sunny, with a
high near 47.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 21.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 36.

Monday: High, 53; Low 21
Tuesday: High, 61; Low 25

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: None
Year: None
Normal:  0.42 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 8:04 a.m. 5:41 p.m.
Moon: waning, 87 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Director improves department
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school to become a paramedic, which will

do list.

“We are creating a top-notch service for
our customers,” he said. “One aspect of that
is ensuring that our volunteers and staff are

highly trained and capable.”

Hickert said the service has four vacan-
cies for volunteers. He said an emergency
medical training course will start at the end
of January and he encourages anyone who’s

interested to contact him.

He told commissioners that training coor-
dinator Candy Bryant has been accepted for

Graffiti damage

Book
describes

Obamas

From “BOOK,” Page 1

The book, titled “The Obam-

s,” describes Mrs. Obama as
having gone through an evolu-
tion from struggle to fulfillment
in her role at the White House,
while labeling her an “unrec-
ognized force” in pursuing the
president’s goals. Neither the
president nor his wife agreed to
be interviewed for the book.

“I do care deeply about my
husband,” Mrs. Obama said in
the CBS appearance. “I am one
of his biggest allies. I am one of
his biggest confidants.” But she
sought to put aside “this notion
that I sit in meetings.”

“There will always be people
who don’t like me.”

Asked about an assertion of
dissension between herself and
Emanuel, now the mayor of Chi-
cago, the first lady said she has
“never had a cross word” with
him. The same, she said, applies
to Gibbs, whom she described

s “a good friend, and remains
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Presidential

to Columbia, S.C.

By Brian Bakst
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Rivals
anxious to end Mitt Romney’s
two-state winning streak dou-
bled down their criticism of
him as unfeeling toward laid-
off workers and out of step
with conservative Christians
as the presidential race headed
to South Carolina today.

Romney made a show of
dominance by touting his cam-
paign’s $56 million bankroll.

Former House Speaker Newt

race heads

Gingrich of Georgia, revel-
ing in the race’s turn to the
South, struck a populist note
in Rock Hill. Without men-
tioning Romney by name, he
continued his previous attacks
on the front-runner as a former
venture capitalist whose deals
cost people their jobs.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry, mind-
ful that some conservatives are
unhappy with him for labeling
Romney a “vulture capitalist,”
struck a defensive tone but
stood by his criticism.
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In other business:

take anywhere from a year to a year and a

Before Hickert started, he said, there was
only one certified paramedic in the county.
His presence as a nurse paramedic brings
the number to two and when Bryant is done,
the level of higher certification will be tri-
pled from just a month ago.

e Commissioners considered a proposal

for the year.

from Clair Schrock, road and bridge direc-

tor, who is interested in doing employee
evaluations to assist with pay raises and the

possibility of offering pay increases based
on merit to help establish wages comparable
to other counties. No action was taken.

e Commissioner Byron Sowers nomi-
nated Christiansen for another year term as
the chairman. It was approved, along with a
new term for Sowers as vice chair.

e Commissioners accepted a roster of
members for the fair board, committee ap-
pointments and department head positions
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CHRISTINA BERINGER/Colby Free Press
Mark Beringer (right), owner of Beringer Hardware, and his son Curt Beringer assessed
damage to the north side of their building Monday afternoon. Curt Beringer said he was
surprised to find Colby police officers waiting for him in the parking lot Saturday morning
to tell him about the damage. Graffiti also had been painted overnight on the south side
of the former AT&T retail store, on a dumpster and on the north side of Sears.

Governor prepares for State of State

From “GOVERNOR,” Page 1

stream and how are you going to
provide the services you’re pro-
viding?” Emler said.

Brownback and the GOP-
controlled Legislature will have
$200 million to $300 million in
reserves as they begin writing
the budget for the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1.

Brownback is expected to
continue to again ask state agen-
cies to reduce spending and
push for efficiencies. In 2011,
the governor downsized many
state functions and pared the
state workforce by eliminating
about 2,000 vacant positions
and offering a voluntary early

Coray

retirement program.

State revenues are expected to
be in the black for the first time
in several years, to the tune of
$200 million to $300 million.
Brownback has said in inter-
views ahead of the session that
he wants to get closer to the
statutory requirement of a 7.5
percent ending balance of gen-
eral fund revenues. That would
require reserves of close to $450
million of the $6 billion in gen-
eral fund spending annually.

Democrats want to spend
more than $300 million of the
reserves over three to restore
funding cut in recent years to

cities and counties.

Senate Minority Leader An-
thony Hensley said the school
plan highlighted the differ-
ences between Democrats and
the governor on education. The
governor will propose rewriting
the funding formula, shifting the
authority to raise funds to school
boards and limiting future state
spending increases.

“Unlike  Gov. Brownback’s
school finance plan, our plan
will not raise local property
taxes,” said Hensley, a Topeka
Democrat. “In fact, we’re going
to give Kansans a much-needed
property tax cut.”
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public schools and provide $45
million in property tax relief to
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Economic Development
to meet on Thursday

The Thomas County Economic De-
velopment Alliance board will meet at 8
a.m. next Wednesday in Suite 12 at the
Office Complex, 350 S. Range Ave. For
information, call 460-4511.

‘24/7 Dad’ class begins

on Tuesday, Jan. 31

The “24/7 Dad” Fatherhood Program
will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31, at
Redeeming Love Ministries, 345 N.
Franklin Ave. Facilitators W.G Romine
and Jarrod Spencer will give fathers
tools to build on their strengths so they
can be be great dads. To register, call
Paige Campbell at Northwest Kansas
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect,
(785) 460-8177.

Sign up now for food;
delivery set for Jan. 28

Signup for Prairie Land Food is open
until Monday at the State Farm Insur-
ance office, 905 E. Fourth St., with de-
livery set for Saturday, Jan. 28, at the
Sacred Heart School gym, 1150 W.
Sixth St. You may also order by e-mail-
ing linda@parairelandfood.com. For
questions, call Gene Griffin, 460-3579.

Church offering class
on ‘Financial Peace’

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University class, sponsored by Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Colby, will
be offered from 7 to 9 p.m. on Sundays
beginning Jan. 22 in the basement of the
church, 1065 W. Fifth St.. To register,
call Steve and Sara Juenemann at (785)
460-7725 or 443-1083.

College pool closed

by renovation work

The Colby Community College
swimming pool is closed because of
construction and renovation to the pool
area, including a new ventilation and
heating system. Call Kipp Nelson at
460-5476 for information.

Knights of Columbus

to hold annual contest

The Colby Knights of Columbus will
hold its annual free throw contest at 1
p.m. Sunday in the Colby Grade School
gym. The contest is open to boys and
girls age 10 to 14 as of Jan. 1. Bring
proof of age. Doors open at noon and
the contest begins at 1 p.m. Winners ad-
vance to the district contest. For infor-
mation, call Dewey Augustine at 443-
1548 or 460-2924.

Head Start still looking
for kids to fill classes

Head Start, a tuition-free preschool,
is accepting applications for the current
school year. The school accepts applica-
tions all year long for kids 3 and 4. For
information, or to get an application,
call 460-6067.
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