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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 1/12

Dear Readers: Want to save money on your 
ENERGY BILL? Have you thought about your 
ceiling fans? To use your fan in the wintertime is 
smart – it can make you more comfortable. 

The correct setting for a ceiling fan in winter is 
clockwise (when looking up), so the fan can push 
the warm air (hot air rises) down into the room. 
A properly set ceiling fan can keep you and your 
family more comfortable and help you save on 
your energy bill. 

There is a switch on most ceiling fans that will 
change the direction of the blades. Check it out! 
You also can check the owners manual for guide-
lines the manufacturer suggests. – Heloise

P.S.: Join me on Facebook and Twitter by go-
ing to my website, www. Heloise.com, for links.

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
Email: Heloise@Heloise.com   

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: Like Netter from California, I 

also type up a baggage list for my luggage, in-
cluding all my makeup items. I tuck the list in my 
purse in case my luggage is lost (which has hap-
pened!). Did you ever try to reconstruct a list after 
the fact? I also type the brand name and color of 
the luggage on the list, then take a digital photo 
of the luggage I am taking. The airlines will need 
that information. – Barb M., Erie, Pa.

FURNITURE SPOTS
Dear Heloise: My “favorite hint” was in your 

column recently. You suggested putting mayon-
naise on white spots on furniture. I used it on a 
spot on my piano that had been there about two 
years. I left it on overnight and wiped it off the 
next morning, and the spot was gone What a great 
hint! Thank you so much. – Lucy in Texas

LINING CABINETS
Dear Heloise: I always lined my kitchen cabi-

nets and drawers with shelf lining. Because the 
lining got dirty, wrinkled and had to be replaced 
often. Something had to be done. 

I got an idea while in a dollar store. I saw stick-
on tiles that came in all colors and designs. I told 
my husband, and he thought it was a great idea 
to use them to replace the shelf lining. He cut the 
tiles and placed them in all the cabinets and draw-
ers. Now all I have to do is wipe them clean with 
a wet cloth. – Ann A., Staten Island, N.Y.

BREAD CRUMBS
Dear Heloise: I began saving “day old” pieces 

of bread until I had several, then chopped them 
with a chunk of butter (1 or 2 tablespoons) in my 
food processor. I store them in a gallon freezer 
bag in the freezer. 

When I need bread crumbs for a casserole, I 
have them ready to go!! I just grab a handful or 
more and sprinkle on top. I keep adding to the 
bag as I accumulate bread. It is a wonderful and 
handy method! – Brenda M., Quicksburg, Va.

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Ceiling fans
save energy bills

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/13

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three hearts. Responses by a player who 

previously passed fall into a different category 
from those made by a player who did not pre-
viously pass. Obviously, an original pass denies 
the values for an opening bid, and it follows from 
this that the opener need not bid again if he thinks 
game is either impossible or highly unlikely.

Here, a two-club response would not com-
pel partner to bid again, whereas if you had not 
passed originally, the change of suits would be 
100 percent forcing. Similarly, the jump-raise 
to three hearts, while highly encouraging, is not 
forcing, and partner may pass. It should be added, 
though, that a response of three hearts is much 
more likely to induce a further bid from partner 
than a response of two clubs.

2. Two hearts. The choices are one notrump, 
two diamonds or two hearts, none of which forces 
a rebid from partner. The heart raise is preferred 
because it has more chance of stirring him into 
bidding again, since the announced trump sup-
port will increase the value of his hand.

3. Two notrump. Ordinarily, this would indi-
cate 13 to 15 points, but after an initial pass, the 
jump in notrump shows 11 or 12 points.

4. Two diamonds. You have enough points to 
respond on the two-level, so there is no reason 
why you shouldn’t bid your longer suit first. 
You plan to bid spades next if partner rebids two 
hearts, thus informing him that you have more 
diamonds than spades. Game is unlikely if part-
ner passes two diamonds.

5. Four hearts. Since 10 tricks seem highly 
probable even if partner has a minimum opening 
bid, you shouldn’t run the risk of his passing a 
three-heart bid. You should always avoid invit-
ing partner to go to game when you are reason-
ably certain in your own mind that a game can be 
made. In such situations, just bid the game your-
self. (If you play “splinter” bids, a jump to three 
spades, indicating heart support plus a singleton 
or void in spades, carries the same message.)

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


