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Drought likely

to lessen this year

December precipitation across
Kansas averaged 1.69 inches,
which was almost double the
normal amount. That helped ease
drought conditions in parts of the
state and early forecasts point to a
further reduction in 2012, accord-
ing to Kansas climatologist Mary
Knapp.

“The preliminary statewide
average precipitation total for
December was 192 percent of
normal,” said Knapp, who is di-
rector of the state’s Weather Data
Library. “That makes it the 16th
wettest December since 1895.”

The Weather Data Library is
based at Kansas State University.

Knapp said southeast Kansas
was the wettest overall, with an
average of 2.85 inches or 179 per-
cent of normal, but southwest had
the greatest departure from normal,
with an average of 1.58 inches or
345 percent of normal. Despite
having the fifth wettest Decem-
ber since 1895, southwest Kansas
ended the year as the fourth dri-
est on record. Northwest Kansas
was the driest in December, with
an average of 0.39 inches, or 81
percent of normal.

The U.S. Drought Monitor
(droughtmonitor.unl.edu/) posted
Jan. 3 showed another decrease in
the area of all drought categories
in Kansas, Knapp said, although
more than 57 percent of the state
was still reported as abnormally
dry to exceptional drought.

Recent forecasts indicate that

drought conditions are expected
to continue in southern portions of
the state, she said, but some im-
provement is expected in extreme
eastern and southeastern Kansas.

“The La Nifa (www.elnino.
noaa.gov/lanina.html) has contin-
ued and is expected to influence
precipitation patterns through the
winter, with drier-than-normal
conditions expected across the
Southern Plains,” said Knapp,
referring to cooler-than-normal
sea-surface temperatures in the
central and eastern tropical Pacific
Ocean and their impact on global
weather patterns. “The influence
of the Atlantic Oscillation and the
Madden-Julian Oscillation which
had fueled the storms in Decem-
ber is expected to weaken, result-
ing in less moderation of the La
Nifa impacts.”

Nevertheless, the outlook calls
for the La Nifia to continue to
weaken, Knapp added. By early
summer, the consensus forecast
calls for the El Nifio/Southern Os-
cillation to return to neutral condi-
tions. Some models even call for
El Nifio conditions by early sum-
mer, which would mean warmer-
than-normal waters in the Pacific
Ocean along the equator. El Nifio
conditions favor  wetter-than-
normal conditions in the Central
Plains during the summer.

More information about Kansas
weather is available at www ksre.
ksu.edu/wdl/.

Survey asks about swine feed

Kansas State University swine
nutritionists are teaming up with
their Iowa State University coun-
terparts in asking swine producers
to participate in an online survey
about swine feed efficiency. The
survey answers will help guide
research direction and educational
programs to improve feed effi-
ciency and lower feed costs.

The survey, which can be found
at http://tinyurl.com/swinesurvey,
aims to identify gaps in current
knowledge to help researchers
better prepare educational materi-
als and plan on-farm commercial
research over the next four years,
as part of an Agricultural and Food
Research Initiative grant, said Joel
DeRouchey, livestock specialist

with K-State Research and Exten-
sion.

The survey should take less
than 15 minutes to complete. No
responses will be individually
identified — all responses will be
summarized together, DeRouchey
said. Survey participants are not
required to give contact informa-
tion, although if they choose to do
so0, the research team will provide
feed efficiency project updates, in-
cluding research results and publi-
cations as they become available.

The deadline to take the survey
is Monday, Feb. 20. Questions
can be directed to DeRouchey at
jderouch@ksu.edu or (785) 532-
2280.

On the Beat

COLBY POLICE
Thursday

12:50 a.m. — Security check at
the B-Hive.

1:25 a.m. — Security check at
Twister’s.

8:19 am. — Caller reported
shoplifters. Report filed.

10:30 a.m. — Caller reported
two dogs at large in the 600 block
of W. Summit. Unable to catch,
will try later.

10:45 a.m. — Dog bite: report
filed on incident at 640 1/2 W.
Summit.

10:45 a.m. — Funeral block.

12:09 p.m. — Dog bite: report
filed on incident at 640 1/2 W.
Summit.

1:22 p.m. — Accident at Dollar
General.

2 p.m. — Provided information
on the phone.

2:17 p.m. — Assisted Highway
Patrol at Colby Community Col-
lege.

2:45 p.m. — Open door closed,
message left.

4:32 p.m. — Caller wanted of-
ficer to speak with two juveniles
who ran across street on green
light without checking traffic
first at Fourth and Franklin. Not
found.

6:34 p.m. — Assisted deputy on

traffic stop.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Thursday

12:01 a.m. — Released Jacob J.
Townsend.

8:28 a.m. — Assisted Highway
Patrol at eastbound I-70 mile 58.

10:39 a.m. — Provided funeral
lead from Baalmann Mortuary to
Beulah Cemetery

9:46 a.m. — Booked Eric John
Dykeman

10:24 a.m. — Booked Charles
James Alderton II.

2:01 p.m. — Arrest warrant
served.

2:37 p.m. — Booked Ernest Eu-
gene Baker Jr.

3:29 p.m. — Released Caleb An-
drew Fox.

3:34 p.m. — Took two inmates
from law Enforcement Center to
Rawlins County Sheriff’s Office.

4:58 p.m. — Released David
Garcia-Perez.

6:15 p.m. — Narcotics violation
report filed for traffic stop at east-
bound I-70 Exit 54 off ramp.

8:12 p.m. — Booked Oscar Alca-
zar Montes.

8:51 p.m. — Booked Noe Vargas
Castanon.

Destroy diseased pines
before ‘time bomb’ goes off

The central U.S. pines turning
color now could be victims of ei-
ther drought or pine wilt. In either
case, they also could be a kind of
time bomb for healthy pine trees.

The reason is a long-horned,
cylindrical insect called the pine
sawyer beetle. It prefers laying its
eggs on stressed or dead pines —
including recently cut pine logs.
Its newly hatched larvae will
overwinter there.

Unfortunately, these sites are
also prime spots to find a micro-
scopic worm called the pinewood
nematode. Its claim to fame is that
it can reproduce so fast during a
typical summer that its numbers
can literally shut down a pine’s
circulation system within weeks.
The result: deadly pine wilt.

The only way to stop the dis-
ease’s spread is to break the unique
tie between beetle and nematode.

The two don’t truly get together
until spring. Then a new genera-
tion of pine sawyer beetles gears
up to fly to find another pine on
which to feed. At the last minute,

though, up to 100,000 tree-clog-
ging nematodes quickly hitch a
ride in each beetles’ windpipe.

The nematodes will enter their
new host through the feeding holes
the beetles create. The symptoms
of that death sentence will usually
appear by August through Decem-
ber.

Typically, the needles of an in-
fested tree will wilt. The symp-
toms can appear across all of a
tree or in progressive parts. The
tree itself will die within a mat-
ter of weeks or a few months. The
dead needles will hold on for up
to a year.

The way to break this cycle is to
get rid of the beetles’ and nema-
todes’ overwintering sites. Dead
pines must be down and gone by
May 1 — at the latest. Even a stump
can foster pine wilt’s spread. The
resulting wood must be chipped,
buried or burned, to eliminate
any possible haven for the deadly
pests.

— Source: K-State Research
and Extension

Pianist to perform
at Gateway Jan. 28

Ronnie Kole, a world-renowned
pianist and entertainer, will once
again perform at 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 28, at The Gateway civic
center in Oberlin.

Kole, part of the New Orleans
music scene for decades, has per-
formed in over 600 cities world-
wide for audiences including
Pope John Paul II and six U.S.
presidents. He has appeared at
Carnegie Hall and entertains reg-
ularly at New Orleans’ two most
prestigious festivals, the Jazz and
Heritage Festival and the French
Quarter Festival.

A typical Kole concert includes
tunes from Broadway, “Phan-
tom of the Opera” and “Amazing
Grace,” plus audience requests.

He has published a number
of CDs including “Music of the

Vines,” arranged around his mu-
sic tours of the wine country of
France, where he is popular. As a
result, he received the Chevalier
to the Arts and Letters, the high-
est award the French government
gives to an artist or performer.

Kole gives much of his time
and talent to civic and charitable
activities. He has been honored
with one of five bronze statues in
New Orleans Music Legends Park
along side Al Hirt, Pete Fountain,
Fats Domino and Chris Owens.

This is an Oberlin Arts and Hu-
manities season ticket event or
$12 for adults and $7 for students
at the door.

For information, call Ella Betts
(785) 475-3557 or Mary Henzel
(785) 470-0218.

Cattlemen warned
of new drug restrictions

Earlier this month, the Food and
Drug Administration announced
that as of April 5, it will prohibit
the excessive use of cephalosporin
in food animals. In the cattle in-
dustry, cephalosporin is better
known as Excenel or Naxcel.

Some food animal industries
have overused the drug for pre-
ventative measures, and this an-
nouncement attempts to curtail the
excessive use. However, cepha-
losporin will not be completely
prohibited. The antibiotic may still
be used as directed on the label.
Some of the most common uses
for the antibiotic in cattle are the
treatment for bovine respiratory
disease, foot rot, and mastitis.

This is not a food safety issue
but to consider public health as
well as animal health needs, ad-
ditional exemptions have been put
in place. The order does not limit
the use of cephapirin, an older
cephalosporin drug that is not be-
lieved to contribute significantly
to antimicrobial resistance.

Veterinarians will still be able

to use or prescribe cephalosporins
for limited extra-label use in cat-
tle, swine, chickens or turkeys
as long as they follow the dose,
frequency, duration, and route of
administration that is on the la-
bel. Veterinarians may also use
or prescribe cephalosporins for
extra-label uses in minor species
of food-producing animals such as
ducks or rabbits.

Kansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion staff member Kelsey Gibson
said, “The primary concern of the
agency is to prohibit the improper
usage of cephalosporins, and by
following labeled protocols such
as dosing, duration, and frequen-
cy, this concern will not become
an issue.”

“This is a drug widely used in
our industry. Producers are respon-
sible folks who take care of their
animals and medically treat them
as needed to keep them healthy
and productive. The vast majority
already adhere to the intended use
of this antibiotic,” states KCA Ex-
ecutive Director Brandy Carter.

Don’t need it? Sell it
n the classifieds Call 462-396
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* Funeral & Cremation Services
* Monuments & Prearrangements

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

/ \
Baalmann Mortuary

190 S. Franklin * P.O. Box 391 * Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331

“Family Serving Families”
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Hot tub, clean restrooms, Propane available, clubhouse and laundry room.
We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.
High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Live at the resort in your
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$495 monthly rent - includes
water, sewer and electric.

NEW SYSTEM

PROI:‘ESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
(800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates
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Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

CCMenoow Lue

=T GoLr Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. « Colby, KS

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

remgechnges | Te-dezeeaz Uil
Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply

IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems

Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

THOMAS

ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
provide all your insurance needs:

and customer
service contact me!

e Farm and Crop Insurance

¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

* Body Shop and Collision Repair
e Contractors

® Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Commercial Property, Automobiles
e General Liability, Workers Compensation

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

To have your

the Business Directory call

Sharon or Kathryn today at

785-462-3963

ad placed in

Westen Winds Therapentic Massage

Trigger Point Therapy
Reflexology
Myofascial Release
Deep Tissue
Stress Management
Relaxation

Call for appointment « 785-673-9190 *cell* « 785-462-2949 *home*
~ Ralance your lp/e ~

Michelle Bremenkamp
Located at

T M E

MCPN‘VEMENT

NECT IO Nuw

430 N. Franklin, Colby, KS

Dr. Tom Barlow
DENTIST
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

NEED EXTRA
MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Cousy

FREE PrESS

155 W. 5th Street » 785.462.3963

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

« www.thomascountyins.com

David Browne Il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Auto | Home | Life |

877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M083-ML-BC (5-11)

| make
insurance simple.

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Business
Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,

| College | Retirement




