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Bond set for man

charged in death

By Roxana Hegeman
The Associated Press

WICHITA (AP) — Bond was set
at $2 million Thursday for a man
charged with murder in the 2003
death of a Kansas woman whose
drowning was initially ruled an
accident, along with several other
charges including rape and child
sexual exploitation.

Daniel U. Perez, 52, appeared in
court via video hookup from the
Sedgwick County jail on 39 crimi-
nal counts, including premeditat-
ed murder in the death of Patricia
Hughes. Court documents indi-
cate that both were living with a
group of people in central Kansas
now linked to several deaths, and
Hughes’ death was reclassified as
a homicide amid evidence that the
group was living off life insurance
policies.

Investigators initially believed
the 26-year-old mother accidently
drowned while trying to rescue her
2-year-old daughter from a resi-
dential pool at a home in Valley
Center, a city just north of Wichita
where the group was living at the
time. Authorities reclassified her
death as a homicide in September.

Two criminal complaints un-
sealed Thursday show that Perez is
facing numerous charges, includ-
ing one count of sexual exploita-
tion of an 8-year-old child and 11
counts each of rape and sodomy.
He also is charged with making a
criminal threat as well as several
counts each of aggravated assault
involving a rifle and making false
statements to obtain credit from a
Wichita car dealership.

He also is accused of making
false statements on life insurance
applications in 2006.

Sedgwick  County  District
Judge Warren Wilbert set bond at
$2 million pending a preliminary
hearing Feb. 2. The charges were
initially filed in September but had
been kept under seal while Perez
finished serving a federal sentence
for identity theft in Oklahoma be-
fore being extradited to Kansas to
face the state charges.

Perez’s court-appointed attor-

ney, Alice Osburn, did not imme-
diately return a call from the As-
sociated Press for comment.

The group of people lived to-
gether in at least three different
states, either in one large home or
in houses in close proximity, and
was living in Valley Center at the
time of Hughes’ death, according
to Martin Bauer, the attorney for
Hughes’ parents, who were re-
cently granted legal guardianship
of their now 11-year-old grand-
daughter.

Hughes’ death is among at least
10 deaths linked to the group, ac-
cording to court documents in the
guardianship case. The girl’s fa-
ther, Brian Hughes, was killed in
2006 while changing a tire, and
two years later the girl’s guardian,
Jennifer Hutson, was killed in a
traffic accident.

The girl’s maternal grandpar-
ents won custody in 2010, after
federal and state investigators
alerted them that the child could
be in “imminent danger.”

“There is a pattern that mem-
bers of a group associated with
the person using the name of Lou
Castro have followed of insuring
members of the group and then
living off the proceeds of the life
insurance policies when one of
them dies,” Bauer wrote in a July
2010 filing seeking custody for
the grandparents.

The judge found that the girl
was in “imminent danger” and
granted the maternal grandparents
guardianship.

Filings in that guardianship case
in Kansas indicate detectives told
the grandparents in 2010 that the
man they knew as Lou Castro
was in fact Perez, who had been
charged in 1997 with multiple
counts in several cases with felo-
ny indecency with a child-sexual
contact and had fled before sen-
tencing.

Investigators also told the grand-
parents about the federal case filed
against Perez in Kansas for aggra-
vated identity theft. In that case,
he listed the same Tennessee ad-
dress where their granddaughter
was residing at the time.
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HEARTLAND of AMERICA BAND

GET YOUR
TICKETS TODAY!

Admission is free with
complimentary ticket

Presented as a public service by

Western Plains
Arts Association &
Colby Free Press

FREE with T1cKET

Admission to the concert is FREE but you must have a ticket,
available only with this coupon. To obtain your tickets (limit 4),

Mail orders please send self-

Thursday, January 26th
7:30 - Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Colby High School Auditorium

www.HeartlandofAmericaBand.af.mil

ADMISSION IS

Name
or mail in this form to: Address
Pat Ziegelmeier City

Colby Community College
1255 S. Range, Colby 67701

ddressed lope.

The United States Air Force Heartland of America Band’s BRASS IN BLUE
is a dynamic 13-member brass ensemble! Composed of ten brass players, two
percussionists and one vocalist, the innovative BRASS IN BLUE presents exciting,
uplifting music including marches, classical transcriptions and jazz standards.

Please send me
(limit 4) to see the USAF Brass
in Blue Concert

State

Kickin’ back, not working on railroad

..

Vera Saddler (center in left pho-
to) and her husband Don (to her
right) were greeted by a friend at
a luncheon preceding the Food
for Thought program Thursday
at the Prairie Museum of Art and
History. Larry Dilts (above), au-
thor of “Colby’s Railroads: A Local
History,” spoke about area rail-
roads to an overflow crowd. The
museum provides a light lunch for
the monthly free program, but the
crowd ate up all of the soup pre-

pared this week.
KATHRYN BALLARD/Colby Free Press

Utah man gets lost class ring back 45 years later

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A Utah man who
lost his class ring six months after he bought
it is getting the keepsake back 45 years later,
thanks to some Facebook detective work.

Brent Aguirre said his mother was dis-
appointed when the 1966 Bonneville High
School graduate lost the ring, which is gold
toned with a deep blue stone.

“It’s a beautiful ring,” he told KSL-TV
(http://bit.ly/zT8f90). “I remember mom and
dad forked out pretty good money for it.”

He assumed the ring was at the bottom of
Pineview Reservoir, not far from the Great
Salt Lake, and wrote it off when he left to fight

in Vietnam.

The military service turned into an Air
Force career that led him through nine differ-
ent moves across the world and finally back
to his hometown of Ogden. It wasn’t until the
fall that Aguirre received a Facebook message
from a couple in nearby Sandy, saying they
wanted to get in touch with him.

He brushed it off, but they contacted him
again, telling him they’d found a ring with his
name inscribed in cursive script.

The couple still isn’t sure where the ring
came from. The husband said he can’t remem-
ber where he originally found it, and the wife

said the keepsake turned up when she was
cleaning out a desk drawer.

“It was unbelievable,” Aguirre said. “I had
written it off, and it was hard to believe they
actually had my ring.”

Aguirre met up with the couple just after
Christmas. More than four decades older, the
ring no longer fits on his ring finger, but Agu-
irre said he’s happy to have it on his pinky.

He said he only has one regret: That his
mother, once upset that her teenage son lost
the valuable so quickly, was not around to see
that he’d found it at last.

friends
don't let friends
drive drunk.

@D us. Department of Transportation

SPECTRUM ENERGY CONSULTANTS, INC.
(“SEC”)is holding a

Town Hall Meeting

Monday, January 23" from 6pm to 9pm
City Limits Convention Center (East end of the Comfort Inn)
2227 S. Range in Colby, Kansas - 785-460-0131 (ask for Julie).

There is no charge for attending.
No reservations needed however seating may be limited.

An oil company who desires to come into your area to drill for oil and gas has decided to
provide you with this unique opportunity, before you sign an oil and gas lease with them, to
express your desires and to compare notes with your neighbors as to what you would like to
see in an oil and gas lease. Your input is vital to their decisions.

Come and be heard. SEC will take all comments back to the oil company to be considered
for incorporating them into their leasing campaign.

tickets

Zip

General Admission * No Reserved Seating

“Pass it on! It’s time to

Want to be featured
in an old-tyme ad?
Bring your vintage
photos to any bank
location to enter.

Go old-school to help
your new-school!

MEMBER FDIC

888.827.5564

Kids earn cash for grades, your
debit card raises money for schools,
and you earn up to $100 when

you Spend & Sign & Save!

EASY AS

A B C.
Cash for | Your debit card | Earn up
grades! : helpsschools! : to $100!

sunflowerbank.com




