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Area/State

Weather;

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 26. West wind 5 to
15 mph becoming north.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 52. North wind 10 to 15
mph becoming south.

Thursday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 28.
South wind around 10 mph be-
coming west.

Friday: A slight chance of
rain before noon, then a slight
chance of rain and snow. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 42.
Windy, with a north wind 10 to
15 mph increasing to between
25 and 30 mph. Winds could
gust as high as 40 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 20 percent.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 43.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 20.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 48.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 26.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 54.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 29.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 51.

Monday: High, 53; Low 19
Tuesday: High, 44; Low 16

Precip: None
Year: None
Normal: 0.42 inches

Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:57 am. 5:57 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 13 percent

Hospital asks

for responses

From “HOSPITAL,” Page 1

take the survey will answer ques-
tions dealing with health-related
topics such as diet and nutrition,
exercise, health concerns and ac-
cess to care.”

He said all responses are anony-
mous. The results will be present-
ed at a community forum at 11:30
a.m. Monday, March 5, at the City
Limits Convention Center.

“I encourage anyone who is in-
terested in discussing and prioritiz-
ing Thomas County future health
initiatives to attend the meeting in
March,” Trenkle said.

Trenkle asks that anyone plan-
ning to attend should contact his
secretary, Gwen Young, at (785)
460-4800, to reserve a seat at least
two weeks in advance, by Mon-
day, Feb. 20.

Take me home?

KATHRYN BALLARD/Colby Free Press
If you need a dog, this white-and-tan male pug mix was
lively and looking for a home Tuesday at the Colby Ani-
mal Clinic. Lost or strayed animals are often brought to
the clinic. Stop by 810 E. Fourth St. or call 460-8621.

Council ups salary

for tech assi

From “COUNCIL,” Page 1

position, but Armstrong coun-
tered that it is a highly-technical
position that requires a lot more
knowledge than what the aver-
age person on the street has.

“All I'm asking is that we
pursue all the avenues before
we start throwing money at this
thing,” Hutfles said. “I’d like
to see it advertised in a farther
area....”

“I have an individual sched-
uled to interview on Friday, and
you don’t want me to take him
if I can get him?” Armstrong
asked.

“No,” Hutfles said.

“Yes we do,” Beringer said.
“This is too hard to fill.”

Hutfles asked if they had
looked at any private support,
explaining that he meant hiring
a contract technician. He said
it seemed logical because they
are only looking for “a back-up
guy.”

Armstrong said the city’s in-
formation system is much more
complex than many others be-
cause they have an areawide
network that links all city build-
ings, and the police department
systems are run through it.

stant job

Councilman Dave Voss asked
Councilman Pat Mallory, man-
ager of S&T Communications
here, how much he pays a tech.
Mallory said $45,000 a year. He
said his firm doesn’t look for
people right out of college.

Armstrong said she wants
someone who can do and back-
up what Albers knows and keep
everything up and running.

“Everything there is in the city
is controlled by this computer
system,” she said, “and it’s all
tied together. And we have no
one if Mike Albers gets smacked
by a Mack truck tonight on the
way home. There is no one.”

Voss then asked Albers if he
thought the salary was the sole
reason others have left the posi-
tion and Albers said it’s been a
part of it, but not the main rea-
son.

Voss said that as long as they
get someone that has the skills,
he doesn’t have a big problem
paying them. Albers said they
he actually has a performance
test with several tasks that tests
candidates’ “real-life skills.”

Councilman Fred Taylor said
he hoped they can find someone
who will stay.

_ Sponsored by the

Navy
drops in
on camp

From “NAVY,” Page 1

foot to the target. The raid hap-
pened near the Somali town of
Adado.

New intelligence emerged last
week that Buchanan’s health
was “deteriorating rapidly,” so
Obama directed his security
team to develop a rescue plan,
according to a senior admin-
istration official who was not
authorized to speak publicly. A
Danish Refugee Council offi-
cial, Mary Ann Olsen, said that
Buchanan was “not that ill” but
needed medicine.

“As Commander-in-Chief,
I could not be prouder of the
troops who carried out this mis-
sion, and the dedicated profes-
sionals who supported their
efforts,” Obama said in a state-
ment released by the White
House. “The United States will
not tolerate the abduction of our
people, and will spare no effort
to secure the safety of our citi-
zens and to bring their captors to
justice.”

A Western official said the
rescuers and the freed hostages
flew by helicopter to a U.S. mil-
itary base called Camp Lemon-
nier in the Horn of Africa nation
of Djibouti. Both officials spoke
on condition of anonymity be-
cause the information had not
been released publicly. Defense
Secretary Leon Panetta visited
Camp Lemonnier just over a
month ago. A key U.S. ally in
this region, Djibouti has the only
U.S. base in sub-Saharan Africa.
It hosts the military’s Combined
Joint Task Force-Horn of Af-
rica.

Buchanan lived in neighbor-
ing Kenya before Somalia, and
worked at a school in Nairobi
called the Rosslyn Academy
from 2007-09, said Rob Beyer,
the dean of students. He de-
scribed the American as easy to
laugh and adventurous.

“There have been tears on
and around the campus today,”
Beyer said. “She was well-loved
by all her students.”

The timing of the raid may
have been made more urgent by
Buchanan’s medical condition.
The Danish Refugee Council
had been trying to work with
Somali elders to win the hostag-
es’ freedom but had found little
success.

“One of the hostages has
a disease that was very seri-
ous and that had to be solved,”
Danish Foreign Minister Villy
Soevndal told Denmark’s TV2
channel. Soevndal did not pro-
vide any more details. Soevndal
congratulated the Americans for
the raid.
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Therapist assistants offering massages

The Colby Community College Physical Therapist Assistant Club will
offer massages by appointment from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday; Monday, Feb.
6; and Tuesday, Feb. 7, in Room 804 of the Health Science Building. Cost
is $12 for 30 minutes and $22 for 60 minutes; college staff and students get
a $2 discount. For information or an appointment call Marie Wolkomir at
460-4797. Money raised will help pay for the club to attend a conference.

Sons of Legion here plan feed Saturday

The Sons of the American Legion will have a breakfast feed from 7 to
10 a.m. Saturday at the American Legion Hall, 1850 W. Fourth St. Biscuits
and gravy, hash browns and scrambled eggs are on the menu. Donations
will be accepted for post improvements. For information, call Tracey Galli

Heartland cooking up barbecue for Sunday
Heartland Christian School will hold its annual barbecue from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Sunday at the school, 1995 W. Fourth St. The menu includes bar-
becue pork, corn, baked beans, baked potatoes, salad and dessert — a great
meal for a donation to help the school. For information. call the school at

Openlngs remain for emergency course

Thomas County Emergency Medical Services plans an emergency medi-
cal technician initial course next month. Some positions are open. For in-
formation, contact education co-ordinator Candy Bryant or Director Joe
Hickert at (785) 460-4585 before Monday to reserve a spot, make an ap-
pointment for an interview and pick up materials.

Commodities to arrive in Colby on Monday
Government commodities will be distributed from 1 to 2 p.m. Monday
at the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program Office in the Senior Progress
Center. Distribution is first come, first served; bring a sack or box. Com-
modities may include mixed fruit, raisins, green beans, refried beans, dried
plums, beef stew, pistachios and orange juice. For questions, contact Laura
Withington at 462-6744.

Rotary soup supper Tuesday during games
The Colby Rotary Club’s annual soup supper will be from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday at the Colby Community Building during Colby High basketball
games with Scott City. Cost will be $5 for adults and $3 for children 3 to 7.
For information, call Gary Adrian at 460-2931.

‘24/7 Dad’ class starts downtown on Tuesday
The “24/7 Dad” Fatherhood Program will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays
beginning at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Redeeming Love Ministries, 345 N. Frank-
lin Ave. Facilitators W.G. Romine and Jarrod Spencer will give men tools
to build on their strengths so they can be great dads. To register, call Paige
Campbell at Northwest Kansas Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect,
(785) 460-8177.

Free help with taxes offered by senior group
Free tax preparation will be available from experts trained by the Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons’ Tax-Aide program, by appointment
only, on Wednesdays from Wednesday through April 11 at the Colby Com-
munity College library. For an appointment, call Earle Rice at 462-2990.

Youth league signing players for spring

The Colby Area Youth Basketball League is registering players in first
through sixth grades. Games will be played on Saturdays beginning Feb.
18 and ending March 10. Registration forms are available at Colby Grade
School. Call Principal Lance Krannawitter at 460-5864 for information.

Comments sought on school walk routes
Everyone is invited to attend one of two Safe Routes to School commu-
nity meetings to the program and review the data it’s collected. Sponsors
hope an open discussion will produce suggestions and opinions. Meetings
will be at 5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 2, and at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 6, at the
Pioneer Memorial Library. For information, call Megan Carmichael at 465-

Women'’s group to sell soup for preschool
Kappa Upsilon, a women’s service group, will hold its annual soup sup-
per to benefit Puddle Duck Preschool from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3,
at the Community Building during the Colby/Hugoton basketball game.
Chili, chicken-noodle and vegetable-beef soups and desserts will be served,
with donations accepted. For information, call Amy Jennings at 460-2603.

Brewster schools offer kids free screening the
Brewster schools plan a free early childhood screening for children up to
age 5 on Monday, Feb. 6, at the Brewster Community Church. Screenings
include vision, hearing and motor, thinking and speech/language skills. Call
Susan Schmidt at (785) 694-2236 Tuesday through Thursday to schedule an
appointment.
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