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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 2/02

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 2/01

An Indispensable Tool
The Rule of Eleven is a handy gadget that can 

be used by either side. Here is an unusual case 
that demonstrates the value of the rule. 

West leads the six of spades, dummy following 
low, and the question is what East should play on 
this trick. If he plays the ten, which is probably 
what most players would do, declarer can make 
the contract by establishing clubs and guessing 
to play the nine of spades on West’s spade return 
(or later leading a spade to the nine himself) to 
produce his ninth trick. 

But let’s suppose that East is a devout disciple 
of the Rule of Eleven and understands its work-
ings perfectly. In that event, after West leads the 
six of spades and dummy follows with the three, 
East plays the five! 

The effect of this startling play is that South 
goes down one. Declarer wins and attacks clubs, 
whereupon West takes the ace and leads another 
low spade. If the queen is played from dummy, 
East quickly defeats the contract by taking the 
king and continuing with the ten; if the nine is 
played from dummy, East wins with the ten, cash-
es the king and returns the queen of diamonds, 
leaving South with only eight tricks. 

In applying the Rule of Eleven (which as-
sumes that the lead is fourth-best), East deducts 
the number of the card led from 11, which in this 
case tells him that there are five cards higher than 
the six in the North, East and South hands. 

East sees two of them in dummy and two of 
them in his own hand, so he knows South has 
only one spade higher than the six. Given South’s 
two-notrump bid, this card is most likely to be the 
ace, which means East can safely play the five. 
Even if South’s spade honor is the jack, the play 
of the five can do no worse than break even, since 
South is assured of a spade trick no matter what 
East plays.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My toddler is soon to be 
a preschooler, and I am worried that he has a lot 
of baggage – literally! He’s gotten very attached 
to a backpack with his blankie and an old stuffed 
kangaroo. I have to wash them at night because 
he won’t let them out of his sight, and he wears 
the backpack all the time. I’m sure this won’t be 
acceptable at his preschool, but I don’t know if 
taking them away in advance would be the right. 
I don’t want to traumatize him. – F.B.

Dear F.B.: Transitions are notoriously difficult 
for toddlers and preschoolers, and your son is no 
exception. He has his security blanket, security 
stuffed animal and security backpack to help him 
out, and if these are allowed at his new school, 
they might actually be helpful – think of them as 
a substitute for you when he has to face the day 
without you. Perhaps you can talk to the staff in 
advance and come up with a plan that you will be 
able to discuss with him before school starts.

There may be a cubby or hook he can hang his 
backpack on, and a special time during the day 
when he can have it. Soon he will be caught up 
in exploring the new things in the room, and as 
he becomes more comfortable with the environ-
ment, he probably will find new items to replace 
the old favorites in his backpack. The main thing 
is to have a smooth and easy transition between 
home and school. Unless the school is very strict, 
I would let him take his favorite objects with him 
rather than forcing him to leave them at home 
from Day 1. And if the school is that strict, you 
might want to make sure you are comfortable 
with the environment there before enrolling him.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband and I both 
come from large families, and we all get together 
for parties and holidays. One of the traditions in 
his family has been having everyone there when 
a new grandchild is born. I’m eight months preg-
nant and have been listening to my parents and 
in-laws plans to do this when I have my son. I 
haven’t said anything, but I really don’t want to 
have an audience. Am I being too selfish? – C.J.

Dear C.J.: I’m sorry you are feeling the pres-
sure of family traditions when you only should be 
looking forward to a safe delivery with as little 
stress as possible. It is hard to buck the trend, and 
your family means well. But you are not being 
selfish by wanting to ditch the relatives. Despite 
shows on TV and your family’s traditions, you 
have every right to put your foot down, and the 
sooner the better. 

The support of your husband is an essential 
part of doing so. Explain to him you feel the birth 
should be private, shared by the two of you. Your 
families can be in the waiting room. If you have 
to, get your medical team to explain your comfort 
level will be higher if you are not worrying about 
extra people in the room. Anyone who grumbles 
or calls you selfish doesn’t deserve to be a part 
of the birth in the first place. Your mothers didn’t 
have a family audience when you and your hus-
band were born, and that’s a good tradition, too.

(c) 2012 by King Features Syndicate
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Preschooler
loves blanket

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


