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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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W 7en Years Acox poken | U I0 LIKE To HurRy .. D0 You
YOu TO CHANGE MY HUSBANDS THIS REQLEST ACCEPT BRIBES
BRAWLING, ORINKING, oA ALg(Né %%EWHAf.. OF ANY KIND 2

GAMBLING, STAY-OUT-LATE
WAYS)

o

%S

Mother Goose and Gri
= M =
LET'S SEE
WHERE THIS
NEL

NN

TUN
TAKES ME.

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

(" MOM, DID YOU EVER MAKE DAD
A VALENTINE’S DAY CARD2

mm ©® Mike Peters

\~ = lnI
fud-od. T

eatures Syndicate, Inc. World

WIHER AGE (N
REALT?&E IN
THAT STRIP,

N

' 'OHHHH! : I KNEW THIS
MY BABY’S FIRST 1 WAS GOING TO

; 1 HAPPEN AND YET
VALENTINE'S DAY HAPPEN AND YET

z

WITH A MODICUM
OF HOPE.
]

‘PaAIasal SIYBL PO U] ‘3ed1puAks saameay Buty 4q Z10Z ®

NIAIT

HEY! ToDAY'S
GROUND HoG DAY

. BY KNG FEATORES SN,

DSt
»n

T JUuST LOVE
HOG BURGERS!

100D 175 "GROUNDHOG,"
NOT “GROUND. . . HoG"
OH, MY MISTAKE . )

WELL, I'LL GO FIRE
UP THE GRILL!

ROBERTS

i NEREMY, PICK )
d@ {ORHOES,

A
ROEORD
NUOROTRSS

umiged Out AQISIG dIySIoUNEd SLIZ 2107E)

zitscomics.com

4 WITHALOTON
HER MIND.
qJ ) S

417

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers
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Dear Dr. Brothers: My toddler is soon to be
a preschooler, and I am worried that he has a lot
of baggage — literally! He’s gotten very attached
to a backpack with his blankie and an old stuffed
kangaroo. I have to wash them at night because
he won’t let them out of his sight, and he wears
the backpack all the time. I’'m sure this won’t be
acceptable at his preschool, but I don’t know if
taking them away in advance would be the right.
I don’t want to traumatize him. — F.B.

Dear F.B.: Transitions are notoriously difficult
for toddlers and preschoolers, and your son is no
exception. He has his security blanket, security
stuffed animal and security backpack to help him
out, and if these are allowed at his new school,
they might actually be helpful — think of them as
a substitute for you when he has to face the day
without you. Perhaps you can talk to the staff in
advance and come up with a plan that you will be
able to discuss with him before school starts.

There may be a cubby or hook he can hang his
backpack on, and a special time during the day
when he can have it. Soon he will be caught up
in exploring the new things in the room, and as
he becomes more comfortable with the environ-
ment, he probably will find new items to replace
the old favorites in his backpack. The main thing
is to have a smooth and easy transition between
home and school. Unless the school is very strict,
I would let him take his favorite objects with him
rather than forcing him to leave them at home
from Day 1. And if the school is that strict, you
might want to make sure you are comfortable
with the environment there before enrolling him.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband and I both
come from large families, and we all get together
for parties and holidays. One of the traditions in
his family has been having everyone there when
a new grandchild is born. I'm eight months preg-
nant and have been listening to my parents and
in-laws plans to do this when I have my son. I
haven’t said anything, but I really don’t want to
have an audience. Am I being too selfish? — C.J.

Dear C.J.: I'm sorry you are feeling the pres-
sure of family traditions when you only should be
looking forward to a safe delivery with as little
stress as possible. It is hard to buck the trend, and
your family means well. But you are not being
selfish by wanting to ditch the relatives. Despite
shows on TV and your family’s traditions, you
have every right to put your foot down, and the
sooner the better.

The support of your husband is an essential
part of doing so. Explain to him you feel the birth
should be private, shared by the two of you. Your
families can be in the waiting room. If you have
to, get your medical team to explain your comfort
level will be higher if you are not worrying about
extra people in the room. Anyone who grumbles
or calls you selfish doesn’t deserve to be a part
of the birth in the first place. Your mothers didn’t
have a family audience when you and your hus-
band were born, and that’s a good tradition, too.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
Q93
$ATS
®A93
#QJ84
WEST EAST
NJ8762 K105
¥Q84 ¥Jj963
*52 €QJ108
dAT2 »63
SOUTH
SMA4
YK 102
®K764
SK 1095
The bidding:
North East South  West
L& Pass 2NT Pass
3NT

Opening lead — six of spades.

An Indispensable Tool

The Rule of Eleven is a handy gadget that can
be used by either side. Here is an unusual case
that demonstrates the value of the rule.

West leads the six of spades, dummy following
low, and the question is what East should play on
this trick. If he plays the ten, which is probably
what most players would do, declarer can make
the contract by establishing clubs and guessing
to play the nine of spades on West’s spade return
(or later leading a spade to the nine himself) to
produce his ninth trick.

But let’s suppose that East is a devout disciple
of the Rule of Eleven and understands its work-
ings perfectly. In that event, after West leads the
six of spades and dummy follows with the three,
East plays the five!

The effect of this startling play is that South
goes down one. Declarer wins and attacks clubs,
whereupon West takes the ace and leads another
low spade. If the queen is played from dummy,
East quickly defeats the contract by taking the
king and continuing with the ten; if the nine is
played from dummy, East wins with the ten, cash-
es the king and returns the queen of diamonds,
leaving South with only eight tricks.

In applying the Rule of Eleven (which as-
sumes that the lead is fourth-best), East deducts
the number of the card led from 11, which in this
case tells him that there are five cards higher than
the six in the North, East and South hands.

East sees two of them in dummy and two of
them in his own hand, so he knows South has
only one spade higher than the six. Given South’s
two-notrump bid, this card is most likely to be the
ace, which means East can safely play the five.
Even if South’s spade honor is the jack, the play
of the five can do no worse than break even, since
South is assured of a spade trick no matter what
East plays.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“...it’s time for your pillow to get
a little exercise.”

Conceptis Sudoku ° Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ KEPT ZONING OUT

AS MY SHIPMATE, A HATMAKER BY TRADE,

BABBLED INCESSANTLY ABOUT CAP SIZING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals F

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 40 Commer- 3 Eye layer 22 — Island
1 Close cial 4 Candle 23 Inning trio
5 Sidewalk 41 Search fat 24 Rocker

eatery for prey 5 Trash Vicious
9 Eccentric 43 Plant life contain- 25 Weeding

12 Volcanic treatises ers tool

outflow 47 Rowing 6 “All the 26 Small

13 “Caro need Things town

nome” is 48 Getting You —’ descrip-
one the jump 7 Ever- tion

14 Ultra- on green 27 Play area

modernist 51 USO type 29 Have

15 Comic’s audience 8 Supporter bills

specialty 52 Trumpet of the 30 Barbie’s

17 Right 53 Chinese arts? compan-

angle gang 9 — bandit ion

18 Book 54 Praise in (slot 35 Parishion-

after verse machine) er’s seat
Job 55 Dumb- 10 Sandwich 37 Takes

19 iPhone struck shop as one’s

function 56 Remain 11 Action own

21 Chance, figure, 39 Island

for short DOWN really greeting

22 Hue 1 Feed the 16 Mischie- 40 Matter-

24 Presenta- hogs vous kid horn, for

tion 2 — 20 Kiwi’'s one

27 Second Christian extinct 41 Comic

person Andersen cousin strip

28 Out of Solution time: 25 mins. possum

control R[aIm] 42 Incursion
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bit DIE[S supply
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