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Alternative plan
needed from church

A few flakes of snow swirled around in 
the persistent, sharp wind Saturday. The cold 
crawled through your coat and chilled you.

I had to stop and brush back the tears, but I 
was not that unhappy. TD was home.

You don’t get to meet that many people like 
Tom Dreiling, let alone get to know them, or 
call them friend.

TD, as he was known, and as he signed his 
thousands of columns over the years, was one 
of the good guys. 

A fine journalist, yes. He had a homey touch 
that gave his editorials and columns a warm 
feeling. He mentioned dozens of townspeople 
each week. He knew that community journal-
ism is all about people. 

As a newspaper publisher, he was more than 
adequate. He knew how to set the standard he 
expected, and had his ways to make sure it was 
met. He knew the paper had to make money, 
and he knew the readers had to want to buy it. 

He was good at his job, and devoted to it. 
More than that, though, he was just one of 
those people you counted it a privilege to be 
associated with. He always tried to do the right 
thing, hard as that is. He lived his Catholic 
faith as well as he could. And his sense of hu-
mor made everything a little brighter.

He grew up in Hays in one of those German-
Catholic families that once populated parochial 
schools on the plains, second-youngest of nine. 
He joked that he never knew exactly how old 
he was, since he had paperwork which showed 
he was born Nov. 25 in both 1934 and 1935. 
That made him 76 or 77, depending, but that 
made little difference to Tom or his readers.

His journalism career stretched back many 
years, to the time right after he came out of 
the Air Force and worked for the Ellis County 
Star, a weekly in Hays owned by two of his 
brothers. He went from there to the Hays Daily 
News, becoming sports editor, then city edi-
tor.

In 1965, he moved to Goodland to be editor 
of the old Goodland Daily News, then owned 
by the McCants family, and later by the Seaton 
family of Kansas and Nebraska. He stayed 
24 years, becoming an institution in Sher-
man County. He might have retired there, but 
in 1989, the Seatons sold The Daily News to 
an outfit formed by an accountant and a New 
York investment banker. Not much good came 
from that union.

After the sale, Tom recalled, they called him 
in and told him he could stay, but his salary 
would be that of a new hire out of college, 
about half what he was making. Tom took a 
hike, and later won an unemployment case 
against the company. We found his person-
nel file and the records from that time when 
we were cleaning out the publisher’s office in 
Goodland last year.

While he’d grown up and later worked in 

Hays, Goodland was home for Tom. His boys 
were born there, his wife, Jean, died there in 
1975 after coming down with leukemia, and 
the boys grew up there. 

The first time he retired, he tried to live in 
Hays. That lasted less than three months be-
fore he wrote us a letter: “I’ve made a terrible 
mistake,” he said, going on to ask if we could 
take him back.

The second time he retired, he moved to 
Goodland, and he said it felt a lot more com-
fortable. Deteriorating health – his eyes and 
his feet had been ravaged by diabetes over the 
years – prompted him to move on to the Den-
ver area, however. That’s where his kids and 
grandkids were anyway. 

Through it all, Tom continued to write. Right 
up to the week before he died he wrote col-
umns that always included reader comments 
and a little humor. Some weeks he reminisced 
about the old days in Hays, some days he 
wrote about politics from his peculiar sort-of-
conservative, always-a-Democrat stance. 

I always opened and read his e-mails right 
away. A lot of people did. 

As I walked away from the grave, I had to 
stop and wipe away a tear or two. I will miss 
him, but I wasn’t so much sad as happy. After 
we left, the workers would lower his urn into 
the ground next to his beloved Jean, she wait-
ing alone all these years. 

I couldn’t help but think it was a moment 
he’d grown to long for.

Steve Haynes is president of Nor’West News-
papers. When he has the time, he’d rather be 
reading a good book or casting a fly.

Rare friend goes home

We have a problem: The United States gov-
ernment spends too much money. For decades 
in Washington, members of Congress and 
presidents from both parties have spent more 
money than the government took in – leaving 
us with a national debt of more than $15.3 tril-
lion today. 

In the last three years alone, the national 
debt has grown by nearly $4.5 trillion and 
each American taxpayer’s portion now stands 
at more than $135,000. This crippling amount 
of debt has slowed our nation’s economic 
growth and threatens the prosperity of future 
generations who will have to pay for our ir-
responsibility. 

Last year, the American people endured a 
painful debate in Congress about whether the 
debt ceiling should be raised. I had hoped this 
debate would lead to substantial reductions in 
government spending and structural reforms to 
the way Washington does business. 

Unfortunately, neither objective was 
achieved. In fact, the Congressional Budget 
Office recently announced that the govern-
ment will run a deficit this year of more than 
$1 trillion – for the fourth year in a row. Over 
the next three decades, our debt is expected to 
become three times the size of the entire U.S. 
economy. Clearly this is not sustainable. 

The debate about whether to raise the debt 
ceiling is really a symptom of a much larger 
problem: Our government’s failure to produce 
a budget. Traditionally, the Congressional bud-
get process begins on the first Monday of Feb-
ruary when the president is required to submit 
his budget request to Congress. But this year, 
the Obama Administration announced they 
would miss this legally required deadline for 

the second year in a row. 
My hope is that when the president does 

submit his request, Congress will be present-
ed with a commonsense budget that reduces 
our deficit this year, next year and well into 
the future. But the president’s track record is 
not promising; last year, he proposed $8.7 tril-
lion in new spending and $1.6 trillion in new 
taxes. 

Congress is failing to do its job as well. One 
of the basic responsibilities of Congress is to 
produce an annual budget using the president’s 
request as a framework, yet Senate Democrats 
have not put forth a budget in more than 1,000 
days – which is 1,000 days too long without a 
plan to control spending. 

Majority Leader Reid announced last week 
that he will not even allow the Senate to vote 
on a budget this year. This decision lacks com-
mon sense. In this case Republicans cannot be 
blamed for obstruction when the leadership 
of the Senate has not produced a budget and 
won’t even let one be considered. 

American families and small businesses 
have to live within a budget. When they have 
spent too much money, they have no choice 
but to cut back. Our government should do the 
same. Instead, Congress and the president con-
tinue to ignore our fiscal reality. 

The truth is our country is broke; what is 
happening in Europe should serve as a wake-
up call to our nation’s leaders. It is time for 
Congress and the president to make the hard 
decisions necessary to get our economy back 
on track. When we continue to fail to balance 
the budget, it means increasing inflation, high-
er interest rates, and uncertainty in the econo-
my, which results in less business investment 
and fewer jobs. 

The first step should be to pass a responsible 
budget, but we must also tackle our national 
debt. A good starting point would be the rec-
ommendations put forth by the Bowles-Simp-
son Commission, a bipartisan debt commis-
sion created by presidential executive order in 
2010. The commission’s proposals recognize 
that real reforms and real cuts must take place 
across the board to get our fiscal house in or-
der. Given the magnitude of the problem and 
the bipartisan support for many of their pro-
posals, their recommendations cannot contin-
ue to be ignored. 

Congress and the president were not elected 
to ignore these problems, but rather to confront 
them. In 2012, whether we have the willing-
ness to tackle our fiscal crisis will determine 
the course of our country for the next genera-
tion. Our economy can and will recover when 
we begin to live within our means.

Jerry Moran of Hays is the junior U.S. 
senator from Kansas.  His  committee ap-
pointments include Appropriations; Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs; Veterans’ 
Affairs; Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship; and the Special Committee on Aging. 
 

Friday the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops said it could 
not accept President Barack Obama’s compromise solution to 
the flap over contraceptives provided for women employees of 
Catholic hospitals, universities and other non-church organiza-
tions administered by the Catholic church.

The administration passed the buck to the insurance com-
panies.

The companies would be required to provide contraceptive 
coverage for female employees for no additional cost so that 
the church-related entities would not be required to pay an ad-
ditional fee. The companies would be willing to do so, admin-
istration spokesmen explained, because pills are cheaper than 
paying for additional pregnancies.

The bishops said that was not enough. They pointed out 
some of the institutions involved were self-insured and would 
wind up paying the additional cost. If they had an alternative 
compromise in mind, it was not made public.

President Obama apparently has agreed it is not acceptable 
for the government to require a church-governed institution to 
act against its core principles. His administration, therefore, 
was willing to take the churches off the hook and let the insur-
ance companies provide the coverage.

What the administration was not willing to do was to deprive 
women – of any church affiliation – access to birth control 
medication and services.

The ball is now in the bishops’ court. If they can’t accept the 
administration’s proposal, they should make one of their own. 
To be acceptable, it should take into consideration the moral 
and medical reproduction decisions that today’s women of all 
religious faiths have made and continue to make.

– The Iola Register, via the Associated Press

U.S. needs to live within its means

Where to write, call
   
   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-4774 
roberts.senate.gov/public/
   U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, 354 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 228-6966. Fax 
(202) 225-5124 moran.senate.gov/public/
   U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 126 Cannon House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.  (202) 225-2715 or 
Fax (202) 225-5124. Web site: huelskamp.house.gov
    State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building, 
300 SW10th St., Room 225-E., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 
(785) 296-7399 ralph.ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us
    State Rep. Rick Billinger, Docking Building, 
Room 754, Topeka Kan., 66612, (785) 296-7659 rick.
billinger@house.ks.gov
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