
“We have been lucky enough 
to come into some oil, which has 
made it possible for us to give to 
the campaign,” she said. “Our 
main emphasis is to donate to 
long-term capital, and this one 
will provide jobs, too.”

She said that a tradition for 
giving to the hospital runs in 
her family. Her mother, Helen 
Frahm, was not only a supporter 

of the hospital, she said, but for 
other charitable causes here as 
well.

“Your mother was one of the 
fi ve founding members of the 
hospital in the 70s,” said Kevan 
Trenkle, chief executive offi cer 
of Citizens. “We are thankful 
for your donation and the char-
ity of your family throughout 
the years.”

Paul Steele said Colby and 
Thomas County have been lucky 

to have many long-established 
families which continue to give 
and build the community.

He reminisced with Ron and 
Sue Evans, co-chairs of the 
campaign’s steering committee, 
about the importance for do-
nors to take credit for their gifts, 
which he said can help persuade 
others to give.

“I hope others donate, too,” 
he said, “and you can quote me 
on that.”National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 17. East wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph. 

Saturday: Sunny, with a high 
near 42. Northeast wind around 
5 mph becoming south. 

Saturday Night: Patchy 
freezing fog after midnight. 
Partly cloudy, with a low around 
23. South wind between 5 and 
10 mph. 

Sunday: Patchy freezing fog 
before noon. Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 50. Windy, with a 
south wind 5 to 10 mph increas-
ing to between 25 and 30 mph. 
Winds could gust as high as 40 
mph.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers after mid-
night. Patchy fog. Otherwise, 
mostly cloudy and breezy, with 
a low around 36.

Washington’s Birthday: A      
chance of rain before noon, 
then a chance of rain and snow. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
45. Chance of rain 30 percent.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 26. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 47. 

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 29. 

Wednesday: Mostly sunny 
and breezy, with a high near 53.

Wednesday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 30. 

Thursday: High,52; Low 20
Precip: Thursday 0.None
 Month: 0.39 inches
 Year:   0.39 inches
 Normal:  0.93 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Saturday 7:33 a.m. 6:24 p.m.
Moon: waning, 11 percent

Sunday 7:32 a.m. 6:25 p.m.
Moon: waning, 5 percent

Monday 7:30 a.m. 6:26 p.m.
Moon: waning, 2 percent

Area/State

Foundation seeks Random Acts of Kindness
The Thomas County Community Foundation is promoting “Random 

Acts of Kindness Week” this week to challenge residents, businesses and 
organizations to perform small charitable deeds. If you catch someone do-
ing good, report them to Melinda Olson at the foundation at 460-9152. 
Photos may be e-mailed to tccf2@st-tel.net. For information, call Olson or 
Shelly Myers at the foundation offi ce.

Worship, praise night planned by church
There will be a night of worship at 6 p.m. Saturday at the Colby High 

School Auditorium sponsored by the Celebration Community Church of 
Hays and featuring a nondenominational, encouraging message and music 
by the band Ignite. For information, call Debbie McNinch at 460-4205.

Women’s group to sell soup for preschool
Kappa Upsilon, a women’s service group, will hold its annual soup sup-

per to benefi t Puddle Duck Preschool from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Monday at the 
Community Building during the Colby-Hugoton basketball games. Chili, 
chicken-noodle and vegetable-beef soups will be served, along with des-
serts, with donations accepted for the preschool. For information, call 
teacher Amy Jennings at 460-2603.

Free help with taxes offered by senior group
Free tax preparation will be available from experts trained by the Ameri-

can Association of Retired Persons’ Tax-Aide program, by appointment 
only, on Wednesdays through April 11 at the Colby Community College 
library. For an appointment, call Earle Rice at 462-2990. 

Third graders to offer free musical show
Everyone is invited to the Colby Grade School third grade musical, “Ev-

erybody Has Music Inside,” at 2 and 7 p.m. Tuesday in the Colby Grade 
School Auditorium.  For information, call music teacher Jennifer Koel at 
460-5100.

Dyslexia topic of program on Tuesday
“Understanding Dyslexia” will be the topic for a free “Knowledge at 

Noon” session from 12:10 to 12:50 p.m. Tuesday at the Thomas County 
Offi ce Complex. Come for a bowl of soup and learn a little about this 
“learning difference.” For information, call Diann Gerstner, Thomas 
County Extension agent, at 460-4582.

Troopers will talk about ‘booster, belts’
A “Booster to Belts” presentation, sponsored by Smart Start Northwest 

Kansas and the Kansas Highway Patrol, will be given at the Sacred Heart 
School at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday and at the Colby Grade School audito-
rium at 2:30 p.m. The program includes slide presentation, a visit from 
Vince and Larry (the crash-test dummies) and free educational material 
and prizes. Parents and caregivers are invited. For information, contact 
Denise Singer at 465-9103.

Concert spotlights ‘My Favorite Things’
The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra will present “These Are a Few of My 

Favorite Things,” conducted by Beverly Rucker, at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
26, in the Frahm Theatre of the Cultural Arts Center at Colby Community 
College. The program features mezzo-soprano Bonnie Cameron. Admis-
sion is $10 for adults, $5 for seniors and $3 for students. For information, 
call Janet Hopson at 462-5102.

‘World Day of Prayer’ scheduled in Brewster
World Day of Prayer for the Brewster area churches will be observed 

Friday, March 2, at the Brewster United Methodist Church, 202 Nebraska. 
Fellowship begins at 9:30 a.m., with a worship service at 10 for both men 
and women. For information, call Nadine Kammer at (785) 694-2456.

Seniors plan potluck at Presbyterian Church
The group More Fun Together plans a potluck for people 50 or older 

who are alone, widowed, divorced, separated or who have partners in nurs-
ing homes on Tuesday, March 13, at the First Presbyterian Church. Bring 
a dish to share; table service and beverages will be provided. For informa-
tion, call 462-6342.

Christian Workers to gather for classes
A Christian Workers conference will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-

day, March 3, at the Heartland Christian School in Colby. The conference 
aims to help rural churches with resources and training, along with sev-
eral workshops and vendors. Brian Wechsler, executive director of Village 
Missions, will speak. Cost is $45. Pregister at www.shepherdstaff.org or 
call Gwen Griffi ths at (785) 687-2565.
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TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH A vISITINg PHySICIAN, 

PLEASE CALL
(785) 626-3211
Cheryl Banister, RN

Specialty Clinic Director

Corn puts drive over top
From “CORN,” Page 1

benefi ts next month.
“It’s far from perfect, but it 

seems to be a responsible ap-
proach to the current problem of 
long-term unemployment,” said 
George Wentworth, an attorney 
with the National Employment 
Law Project, a worker advocacy 
group that supports long-term 
benefi ts.

It was not immediately clear 
how many people might lose out 
on benefi ts later this year under 
the new plan. Currently, 22 states 
are eligible for 93-plus weeks of 
unemployment insurance; just 
18 get the full maximum of 99 
weeks. The average unemployed 
worker receives less than $300 a 
week in benefi ts.

Wentworth said the gradual 
decrease would help cushion 
the blow for those relying on the 
benefi ts.

The plan would extend the cur-
rent 99-week maximum through 

May for states with the highest 
unemployment rates. Benefi ts 
would drop to 79 weeks in June 
and to 73 weeks in September. 
Unless Congress extends the 
federal benefi ts again, people 
losing their jobs after July 1 will 
get only 26 weeks.

“This agreement is a step in 
the right direction,” said James 
Sherk, a policy analyst at the 
conservative Heritage Founda-
tion. “However, two years of 
benefi ts was excessive when 
passed, and a year-and-a-half of 
benefi ts in an improving labor 
market is still excessive.”

The program was already 
starting to wind down anyway. 
Under the current formula, the 
maximum coverage period 
would have fallen to 79 weeks 
in October.

The job market has been 
steadily improving, and fewer 
people are fi ling for the benefi ts. 
On Thursday, the Labor Depart-
ment reported that the number 

of people seeking unemploy-
ment benefi ts last week was the 
lowest it’s been in four years.

But Heidi Shierholz, a labor 
economist with the liberal Eco-
nomic Policy Institute, said it’s 
still too soon to cut back on ben-
efi ts.

“Even if we continue grow-
ing at the current rate, given 
the depths of the job defi cit that 
we’re in, we’re not going to be 
at a place by May where job op-
portunities are plentiful,” she 
said. “Layoffs are back to pre-
recession levels, but hiring is 
still extremely slow.”

The new law will allow states 
to make benefi t applicants take 
drug tests if they lost their job 
because they failed a drug test 
or are applying for a job that re-
quires one. Republicans dropped 
an effort to let states require all 
applicants to take a drug test, 
or require applicants without a 
high school diplomas to pursue 
a GED certifi cate.

Compromise shortens relief
From “BENEFITS,” Page 1

John Glenn wows crowd at cape
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 

(AP) – John Glenn fever gripped 
Cape Canaveral today, just as 
it did half a century ago when 
America was on the verge of 
launching its fi rst man into or-
bit.

Hundreds of NASA workers 
jammed a space center audito-
rium, three days before the 50th 
anniversary of Glenn’s historic 
fl ight, to see and hear the fi rst 
American to circle the Earth.

The 90-year-old Glenn was 
joined on stage by Scott Carpen-
ter, 86, the only other survivor 
of the original Mercury 7 astro-
nauts, as the anniversary festivi-
ties began.

Glenn recalled how he and his 
fellow Mercury astronauts trav-
eled during their training to Cape 
Canaveral to watch a missile 
blast off. It was a night launch, 
and the rocket blew apart over 
their heads.

“That wasn’t a very good 
confi dence-builder for our fi rst 
trip to the cape,” Glenn said. 
Improvements were made, and 
Glenn said he gained confi dence 
in his Mercury-Atlas rocket, a 
converted nuclear missile. Oth-
erwise, he said he would not 

have climbed aboard.
Glenn’s Friendship 7 cap-

sule circled Earth three times 
on Feb. 20, 1962. Carpenter 
followed aboard Aurora 7 on 
May 24, 1962. It was Carpenter 
who called out “Godspeed John 
Glenn” moments before Glenn’s 
launch.

They were the third and fourth 
Americans to rocket into space. 
Alan Shepard and Gus Grissom 
fl ew short suborbital missions in 
1961, the same year the Soviet 
Union launched two cosmonauts 
into orbit on separate shots.

The Cold War was raging, and 
America was desperate to even 
the score. Glenn could have died 
trying if the heat shield on his 
capsule was loose as fl ight con-
trollers feared. But the protec-
tive shield was tight, and Glenn 
splashed down safely.

Glenn, a U.S. senator for 
Ohio for 24 years, returned to 
orbit aboard shuttle Discovery 
in 1998, becoming the world’s 
oldest spaceman at age 77 and 
cementing his super-galactic 
status.

“Flying in space at age 77, 
you’ve given me hope. I’ve got 
a few good years left, and I’m 

ready,” Kennedy Space Center 
director Robert Cabana, a for-
mer shuttle commander, told 
Glenn. Another retired shuttle 
commander, NASA Administra-
tor Charles Bolden Jr., shared 
how the Mercury astronauts “re-
ally lit up the world for me in 
terms of probability or possibil-
ity of things that we could do.”

Glenn and his wife, Annie, 
who turned 92 on Friday, were 
on hand Thursday evening 
for the attempted liftoff of the 
newest of the Atlas rockets, an 
unmanned booster that NASA 
contractors hope one day will 
carry astronauts. Windy weather 
forced a scrub of the Navy satel-
lite launch.

Local television reporters 
covering the Atlas V launch at-
tempt talked more about Glenn 
than the countdown. The news 
media swarmed Kennedy again 
Friday for NASA’s kickoff of a 
weekend of anniversary events.

On Saturday, Glenn and Car-
penter will reunite with more 
than 100 retirees who worked 
on Project Mercury. And on 
Monday, the actual anniversary, 
Glenn will be feted at Ohio State 
University.

Police seeking
slayer of two

LEAVENWORTH (AP) – Po-
lice are asking for the public’s help 
in fi nding a man accused of killing 
two brothers in Leavenworth.

An arrest warrant was issued 
Thursday for 36-year-old Aun-
dray Duashawn McDonald on two 
counts of fi rst-degree murder and 
two weapons charges.

Police Chief Pat Kitchens 
says McDonald is charged in the 
deaths of 25-year-old Derrick and 
28-year-old Marshall Jones, who 
were shot Dec. 16.


