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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

PARRYL! MY B0OK CLUB MEETS
TOMOPROW! THERE'S NO WA T
CAN FINISH THE Boole BN THEN!

["OBSEsS MNBOUT IT FoR THE NEXT
24 UOURS, MAKING NOURSELE AND
EVERNEODY IN THE HOUSE Crpa.

Nou DON'T HANE
TIME FOR MUK
ELSE.

NO, T MEAN
BESIDES THAT.
\.

YOU MISSED THE YOU COULDN'T
TARGET AGAIN, BEETLE! _HIT THE
BROAD 6IDE
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HERE WHOWANTS _ |,
To GEE YOU,SAR GE Vo

RE'S A FARMER

Blondie ® Chic Young

My BOY, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE
YOU FOR NOT MAKING VERY W
MISTAKES ON YOUR (2

PRESENTATION
THIS MORNING!

erve
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SERIOUSLY...IT WASN'T AS LAME A
PRESENTATION AS | EXPECTED

|

FROM YOU

\,\

YOU SHOULD'VE HEARD THE PRAISE
/KTHE BOSS HEAPED ON ME THIS

[

www.Blondie.com

IF I MARRIED YOU 2

EMEMBER HOW Yo PROMISED
‘P BELIVING ON EASY STREET

erved.
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SOMEWHERE ALONG
THE WAY YOU
FORGOT THE
APPRESS 1!

[ THAD To TAKE
QOUR CHRISTMAS
GIFT BACK.

A

(T WAS BROKEN
INTO ATHOUSAND
PIECES.,

r-rmYWAY, ENOUGH

ABOUT MY VALENTINE'S
FIASCO. HOW DID
YOUR NIGHT 602

I'M SO SORRY I KEPT
THINKING ABOUT WORK DURING
VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER, TED...

2

IT WAS NICE,
BUT I KEPT

SO LET ME MAKE IT U
TO YOU. ANYTHING YOU
WANT! YOU NAME IT!

b
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‘PaAIIS3L S

JOSH, IF You TRY
TO TAKE MY CuP-
CAKE | 50 HELP ME,
T'LL SWooP DowN
ON You LIKE A
BIG OL'...uM...

C)20 12 ATRICK ROBERTS OIST- BY KANG FEATORES

SoMNRE h
STICKING WITH

Zits ®* Jim Borgman &

TTHINK T MAKES ME
LOOK KINDOF ARTISTIC

WHAT ABOUT WORKZ2 S DID YOU JUST
/ § HEAR JEFF'S
UM... YOU CAN‘T 3 ECHOING SHE’S RIGHT.
( TELL PEOPLE % VOICEZ MY VOICE
ABOUT THE DOES
LAYOFFS, REVERBERATE
IN HERE.
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WITH THE GEN-X MALE
FANTASY KNOWN AS

IN RETURN OF THE JEDI”2 ]

ARE YOU FAMILIAR
YES. AND
FORGET IT.
“PRINCESS LEIA -

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

HMMM,
LET'S
SEE. ...

LIKE A,

LIKE A BIG oL’ I'LL

SWOOPING THING, | TAKE
THAT'S WHAT/ My
~— CHANCES

.. PRNIDED THE MEANINGS
OF JRTISTIC' D DINGEROE”

HAVE EEEN CHANGED TO

"GRA" AND "SCRAGGLH
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| |Heloise

® Hints from
Heloise

Windshield

needs cleaning

Dear Heloise: I can’t seem to CLEAN MY
AUTO WINDSHIELD. I have tried vinegar and
ammonia, to no avail. When the morning sun hits
the glass, I cannot see out. Any suggestions? —
J.H., via email

Cleaning the windshield is important, because
you do need to see out! Heloise Central checked
a few automobile owners manuals and spoke
with an auto detailer. They all recommend using
ordinary household window cleaner, with a soft
cloth, followed by drying with a microfiber cloth.
This works for both inside and outside the vehi-
cle, and is best to remove smoke and dust film. If
possible, leave windows open to circulate the air.
Don’t use chlorine-based and disinfectant-type
cleaners. They can damage defoggers, electrical
conductors and radio antenna pieces. — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Email: Heloise@Heloise.com

GARAGE-DOOR OPENER

Dear Readers: Before you leave on a long trip,
disconnect your garage-door opener. There is the
possibility that a crook could have an opener that
will open your door! — Heloise

NO WRAPPING

Dear Heloise: I had a bunch of leftover rectan-
gular wicker baskets. One day, I needed to wrap
a birthday present and couldn’t find a box or bag.
Then I spied the baskets. I pulled one out and
used it with some tissue paper. It made a lovely
package, the gift fit perfectly, and the receiver
loved it! — Joanne from Texas

CLEAN PLANT POTS

Dear Readers: When reusing pots for plants,
always wash with hot water and a couple of drops
of liquid dishwashing detergent. Use a solution of
chlorine bleach and water (1 part bleach to 8 parts
water) and let soak for 20 minutes. Once dry, they
are ready for use. — Heloise

STINKY OINTMENT

Dear Heloise: I hated putting the medicated
ointment on my husband’s sore muscles because
it left my hands smelly and hot! Washing them
didn’t always remove the residue. One day at the
store, I saw some inexpensive disposable gloves
and thought I could use them with the ointment.
So, I bought a box, and now everything is great!
— G.R.in Atlanta

CLUTTER BUSTER

Dear Readers: Have a family member mak-
ing news in the paper? Clip the article, and don’t
forget the date and the name of the newspaper.
Store the piece in a clear plastic scrapbook page,
or have it professionally laminated. You also can
have it matted and framed. — Heloise

NAPKIN RINGS

Dear Heloise: Cookie cutters make cute napkin
holders! I like the idea, because you can use cut-
ters to match the holiday that is coming up, and
your guests can leave with a small gift. The cut-
ters are inexpensive. — Ruth A., Rockport, Texas

EXTRA BUTTON

Dear Heloise: I stitch an extra button into the
hem of my favorite shirts for work. If I have a
button at the ready, it’s no problem to replace! —
Susan in North Dakota

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge ° Steve Becker

Assume you’re declarer with the
West hand at Six Clubs, and North
leads the queen of diamonds. How
would you play the hand?

WEST EAST
®»KJ7 MA432
¥YKIJ6 YA432
*A *—
*dATT642 HdK Q983

Test Your Play

This excellent problem, published in the Brit-
ish Bridge Magazine many years ago, was com-
prised by Paul Lukacs, Israeli expert.

West should begin by ruffing the queen-of-
diamonds lead in dummy (it would be wrong to
discard a spade or a heart). He then draws both
missing trumps, ending in dummy, and leads the
deuce of spades.

If South follows suit with the five or six or
shows out of spades, West plays his seven and
is sure to score the rest of the tricks regardless of
which suit North returns after winning the seven
of spades.

If South produces the eight, nine or ten of
spades on the deuce lead from dummy, West wins
with the king, returns to dummy with a trump and
leads the three of spades toward his hand, plan-
ning to play the jack if South follows low.

By adopting this line of play, declarer makes
the contract in each of the following six cases:

1. If South has no spade higher than the six.

2. If South errs and plays the five or six of
spades on the first round of the suit when he holds
the eight, nine or ten.

3. If South has the queen of spades, in which
case the number of spades he was dealt makes no
difference at all.

4. If North has either the singleton or double-
ton queen of spades.

5.1If the six spades held by North-South are di-
vided 3-3.

6. If the potential heart finesse -- taken as a last
resort after the spades fail to divide favorably --
wins because South was dealt the queen.

Only if all six chances go wrong would de-
clarer fail to make the slam on the recommended
line of play. If they all did go sour, declarer could
easily be forgiven if he decided to give up the
game for a while.

(¢)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus ° Bil Keane

© 2012 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist: by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

DPADDY,
CAN YOU
PLEASE GET \
VOTED KING OF |

“... ’cause | think I’d make a very
good princess.”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green

7 6 2 3 |2
3 5|z

S

2 s 1| 6] |
Difficulty Level % % % % 2/17
This is a logic-based num- |9|4|7]5/2/6|8]1|3

ber placement puzzle. 6/2/1/8/3|7({4|5/9/:
The goal is to enter a num- 5/8/3|9/41]6/7/2
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich 7131914[1]5]2/8 6
h row, column and 3x3 4111612/9/817.3'5

eacn row, : 25 8|7|6/3[1/9 4]

regionmustcontainonlyone [{TeT5(3814]9 2|7
instance of each numeral. 872659341
The solution to the last [3|9|4|1]|7]|2|5|6|8

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

Difficulty Level % % %

RO TAOBROF QAUUAST UM

AZPG MUGAS,

BM NML

TLXXMTA TQRHN FZTUSMXMBT

PGMMTA UM LTA TOZRQ HZRQ?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FEELING HUNGRY
PASTITS BEDTIME, THE BIRD OF PREY SET OUT
LOOKING FOR A MIDNIGHT SNAKE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals O

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS
1 Sort
4 Part of
UCLA
7 Rice, ona
Mexican
menu
12 Army rank
(Abbr.)
13 Raw rock
14 007
portrayer
Roger
15 Debtor’s
letters
16 Zodiac
sign
18 Small
salaman-
der
19 14-
Across,
e.g.
20 Bronx
cheer
22 Long.
crosser
23 Long
story
27 Lamb’s
dam
29 Hostage
taker
31 Spry
34 Neat
35 Per —
income
37 A
Bobbsey
Twin
38 Trudge

39 Personal 2 Bath
question? sponge
41T, in 3 Inept
Morse one
code 4 “Livin’ la
45 Handles Vida
47 Meadow -’
48 Toy 5 Sooth-
shooter sayer
52 Rowing 6 Partitions
need that
53 Eye- may be
related “deviated”
54 Tokyo’s 7 Eastern
old name bigwig
55 Storefront (Var.)
sign abbr. 8 Sinbad’s
56 Practical bird
joke 9 Aussie
57 Caustic hopper
solution 10 Boston
58 Fire rink
residue legend
11 Buddhist
DOWN sect
1 Less 17 Campus
friendly mil. org.
Solution time: 25 mins.
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I [R|A E[K|E|S A|[L|E|E
PlA|R|A[D|I|S[E I [T[L]|L
| AR T|U|R[M[O]T][L
T[A[L[E LF
1{V]Y E|P|T|H
D|O|Z|E R[A|R|A
E|W[E|R R[O|T
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K|{Y|L|E D[{A|M|E T[A|W
Yesterday’s answer 2-17

21 Chamele-
onlike
Woody
Allen
character

23 Shell out

24 $ dis-
penser

25 Dems.’
rivals

26 lllustra-
tions

28 Drench

30 Alias abbr.

31 Rm.
coolers

32 Lassie

33 NYSE
debut

36 Botanical
bristles

37 Nary a
soul

40 Monopoly
building

42 Wabhine’s
welcome

43 Big name
in mail
order

44 Coarse

45 Break (a
habit)

46 — gin fizz

48 Police
officer

49 Spring mo.

50 Bake sale
grp.

51 Wrestling
victory

2 13

5

8

9

10 |11




