
The Southern Ship Region, 
while occupying a reasonably 
large area, is not well-known and 
contains no familiar constella-
tions. It does, however, relate to a 
story from Greek mythology that 
has been chronicled in books and 
movies.

The Greeks regarded this region 
as one huge constellation, Argo 
Navis, the ship of the mythologi-
cal Jason and his Argonauts. Ac-
cording to Richard Hinckley Al-
len in his 1899 classic book, “Star 
Names: Their Lore and Meaning,” 
the ship “carried the famous expe-
dition … in search of the Golden 
Fleece, and when the voyage was 
over the goddess Athene placed 
the boat in the sky.”

Finding the ship’s region isn’t 
diffi cult, thanks to the hunter and 
his big dog. Orion is now high in 
the southwest in the early eve-
nings prominently displaying his 
famous three-star belt while Canis Major is to his 
lower left and hard to miss, being the home of Sirius, 
the brightest star in the night sky. The Southern Ship 
begins just beyond Canis Major – to the east (left), 
southeast (lower left), and south (below). 

In more recent times, the great ship has been par-
titioned into four constellations representing four 
parts of the ship, and unfortunately identifying 
those constellations isn’t easy. Nearest to Canis Ma-
jor is Puppis, the Ship’s Stern. For ye landlubbers, 
the stern is the ship’s rear section; its bow (front) 
isn’t visible and has no constellation. Further to the 
southeast, and partly below the horizon, is Vela, the 
Ship’s Sails. Both Puppis and Vela have several fair-
ly bright stars, but being so low and near the horizon 
they don’t stand out well.

Most of Carina, the Ship’s Keel, is too far south to 
ever be seen from our mid-northern latitudes, yet its 
brightest star, Canopus, makes a brief appearance for 
a few hours from the more southern parts of the U.S. 
this time of year. 

The fourth part of the ship is Pyxis, the Mariner’s 
Compass, but don’t bother looking for this small, 
faint and quite unremarkable constellation.

There is yet one more constellation – not consid-
ered part of the ship by the Greeks, but one that I’ve 
added because it needed a region to call home – Ant-
lia, the Air Pump. As told to me by a salty old Greek 
sea-dog, the ship’s crew included an ambitious and 
creative, but not-so-bright, young Argonaut unfa-
miliar with the physical laws regarding equal and 
opposite forces. Thinking he would score big with 
Captain Jason, he stowed away an air pump to bring 
out when the mighty ship was stilled by a period of 
windless calm. Antlia is also small and faint, and like 
Pyxis, one of the constellations I call a “forgetum” – 
so faint and devoid of interesting objects that casual 
observers can ignore them.

Unless you live in the southern part of the U.S., 
you might decide to regard this entire region as a 

forgetum. However, if it’s within your reach, it does 
contain some jewels worth seeking out.

Astro Milestones
• March 13, 1781, William Herschel discovered 

the planet Uranus from Bath, England.
• March 14 is the birthday of German-American 

physicist Albert Einstein (1879-1955).
• March 17, 2011, NASA’s Messenger spacecraft, 

launched in 2004, began its orbital study of Mercury 
which is still ongoing.

• March 23, 2012, is the 100th birthday of German 
rocket scientist Werner von Braun (1912-1977), who 
in one lifetime personifi ed the worst and the best of 
science’s potential. His V-2 rockets, built partly with 
slave labor, enabled Nazi Germany to bombard Lon-
don and other European cities, killing countless in-
nocents during World War II. After the war, his rock-
ets launched the U.S. space program and  eventually 
put humans on the Moon.

Night Sky Events
Held at arm’s length, the width of your fi st 

is 10º  and the width of your index fi nger is 1º.  
The width of a full Moon is ½º. 

3 Saturday: Mars reaches opposition – op-
posite the Sun as seen from Earth. It will pass 
nearest Earth at 63 million miles and, reach-
ing magnitude -1.2 , will gleam like a reddish 
Sirius (the night-sky’s brightest star). This 
year Mars comes to opposition during the 
month named in its honor.

5 Monday evening: Mercury is seen low in 
the west at dusk.

7 Wednesday evening: Mars is 10 degrees 
to the upper left of the Moon; owing to the red 
planet’s current brilliance, it should stand out 
well against the glare of the Moon.

8 Thursday: This full Moon is called the 
Lenten Moon, Sap Moon, Crow Moon, and 
Worm Moon.

10 Saturday evening: After they rise about 
9:30 p.m., the Moon (low in the east south-
east), the star Spica (above), and Saturn (to 
their left) form an equilateral triangle 6 de-
grees on each side.

12 and 13 Monday and Tuesday eve-
nings: Brilliant Venus and bright Jupiter pass 
within 3 degrees. 

14 Wednesday: Moon is at third quarter.
20 Tuesday: Spring equinox when day and 

night are of (almost) equal length.
22 Thursday: The Moon is new.
25 Sunday evening: The crescent Moon is 3 de-

grees to the upper right of Jupiter in the west.
26 Monday evening: The crescent Moon is 3 de-

grees to the upper left of Venus in the west.
27 Tuesday evening: Venus is at its farthest from 

the setting Sun for this “evening star” appearance 
and is up for nearly four hours after sunset. 

27 Tuesday evening: The crescent Moon, passing 
through Taurus, is between the star Aldebaran (upper 
left) and the Pleiades star cluster (lower right).

30 Friday evening: The Moon is at fi rst quarter.
Time Change: at 2 a.m. March 11 we set our 

clocks forward to Daylight Saving Time. 
Paul Derrick is an amateur astronomer who lives 

in Waco, Texas. Contact him at paulderrickwaco@
aol.com or (254) 723-6346 or write 918 N. 30th St., 
Waco, Texas, 76707.
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On the Beat

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

$165 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445
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(800) 611-6735

To have your ad placed in the Business 
Directory call Sharon or Kathryn today at 785-462-3963

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Auto   l   Home   l   Life   l   Business   l   College   l   Retirement

I make 
insurance simple.  

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC++++, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M083-ML-BC (5-11)

David Browne III550 N Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Agent Name, Agent

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer and electric.

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Hot tub, clean restrooms, Propane available, clubhouse and laundry room. 
We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

Cynthia J. Duffey DC MS LPC
Doctor of Chiropractic

320 N. Lake Ave.
Colby, KS 67701

785-460-3224

Lifestyle modification to promote balance 
and neurological integrity for individuals of all 

ages from infancy throughout one’s lifespan.
Acupuncture - Needles or Laser treatments for 

allergies, facial rejuvenation, weight release and 
a variety of health related conditions with 

gentle chiropractic care.

Participating Medicare, BCBS of KS 
Provider and accept insurance from most 

medical insurance companies

Natural Health Care

COLBY POLICE
Tuesday

3:01 a.m. – Caller reported sub-
ject making loud noises. Spoke to 
both parties.

9:20 a.m. – Report of gun lost or 
stolen from vehicle. Report fi led.

11:13 a.m. – Chief did presen-
tation for students at Colby High 
School.

1:52 p.m. – Caller reported leav-
ing documents at 1150 S. Franklin 
two days ago, and subjects will 
not return them to him. Recovered 
items; will send to owner.

3:11 p.m. – Caller had informa-
tion on subjects passing out infor-
mation on Race season who do not 
have permission. 

3:52 p.m. – Subject came to sta-
tion about scam. Report fi led.

4:42 p.m. – 911 disconnect from 
Colby Middle School. OK.

9:30 p.m. – Caller reported theft 
of merchandise. Report fi led.

9:55 p.m. – 911 open line. Ev-
erything OK.

11:19 p.m. – 911 caller reported 
a vehicle going into the ditch by 
Dillons. Ambulance paged.

Wednesday
12:28 a.m. – Report fi led on ac-

cident at 11:19 p.m. Tuesday at 
Range and Williams. 

1:33 a.m. – Caller reported 
getting harassing text messages. 
Spoke with subject, information 
provided.

2:16 a.m. – Security check at 
Oasis.

3:40 a.m. – Closed door on 
building.

9:15 a.m. – Report of stolen ve-
hicle tag. Report fi led.

12:26 p.m. – Caller advised of 

theft. Report fi led.
2:43 p.m. – Report fi led on tow 

away. 
3:57 p.m. – Caller reported hit 

and run in the Dillons parking lot.
11:13 p.m. – Walk through at 

college.
11:56 p.m. – Minor in posses-

sion report fi led on traffi c stop.
THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF

Tuesday
7:10 a.m. – Caller advised of 

animal complaint in Thomas 
County. Report fi led.

8:06 a.m. – Caller reported dam-

age to mailbox in the 2700 block 
of County Rd. 24. Report fi led.

9:08 a.m. – Brought inmate 
from Lawrence Police Department 
to Law Enforcement Center.

2:30 p.m. – Driving while sus-
pended report fi led for traffi c stop 
in the 1300 block of E. First Street 
Annex.

2:58 p.m. – Booked Miles Ack-
erman.

3:12 p.m. – Released Acker-
man.

9:57 p.m. – Booked Casey  
Sporing.

11:19 p.m. – Assisted Police 
Department units with vehicle in 
ditch at Range and Williams.

Wednesday
8:12 a.m. – Forgery report 

fi led.
9:45 a.m. – Provided assistance 

to motorist on S. Range.
11:07 a.m. – Booked Damian 

Vo.
11:22 a.m. – Booked Vu Vo.
11:39 a.m. – Caller reported 

something in roadway at east-
bound I-70 Exit 53 off ramp.  Ob-
jects removed from roadway.

Greeks lend name to sky’s Southern Ship 

Paul Derrick
Stargazer•

Southern Ship Region (author’s diagram)

NASA
Rocket expert Werner von Braun standing in front of 
huge NASA rockets.


