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Weather

Deaths mount in Illinois storms today

From “DEATHS,” Page 1

lowed by a wall of rain as the storm closed

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 25. South wind 5 to
10 mph becoming west.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 54. North wind be-
tween 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: A chance
of rain before midnight, then a
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 27. North
wind between 10 and 15 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 30
percent.

Friday: A slight chance of
rain and snow before noon.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
41. Northwest wind between 5
and 15 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 20 percent.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 23.

Saturday: Mostly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 48.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 27.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 58.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 32.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 66.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 35.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 67.

Monday: High, 65; Low 16
Tuesday: High, 51; Low 16

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.39 inches
Year: 0.39 inches
Normal:  0.93 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:16 a.m. 6:37 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 57 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

The tornadoes were spawned by a power-
ful storm system that blew down from the
Rockies on Tuesday and was headed across
the Ohio and Tennessee river valleys toward

the Mid-Atlantic region.

Corey Mead, lead forecaster at the U.S.
Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Okla.,
said a broad cold front was slamming into
warm, humid air over much of the eastern

half of the nation.
From Tuesday night into

morning, at least 16 tornado sightings were
reported from Nebraska and Kansas across
southern Missouri to Illinois and Kentucky,
according to the storm center, an arm of the

National Weather Service.

Jennifer Verhaalen, a long-term resident at
the Hillbilly Inn Motel in downtown Bran-
son, said she saw a white funnel cloud fol-

Wednesday

Strong  winds

whipped

Wind here stirs dust

age, along with a possible

in on the town around 1 a.m.
Across the road, a strip mall lay in tatters,
its roof missing and several walls collapsed.
As the sun rose Wednesday, business owners
picked through the remains of their stores.
Keith and Glenna Bartley, tourists from
Kingsport, Tenn., said staff at the Grand
Victorian Hotel where they were staying
ushered them to the basement around 1:30
a.m.
Farther north, rescue crews waited for sun-
rise to begin searching a trailer park south of
Buffalo where at least one person was killed
after an apparent twister slammed the area.
Lt. Dana Eagan of the Dallas County
Sheriff’s Office said 13 people at the park
were hurt and the entire town was without
power. Buffalo is about 35 miles north of
Springfield.
Tornado season normally starts in March,

11 hurt in Harveyville

Home.

but it isn’t unusual to see severe storms ear-
lier in the year. Forecasters can seldom as-
sess how serious a season will be because
twisters are so unpredictable. This year, two
people were killed by separate tornadoes in
Alabama in January, and preliminary reports
show 95 tornadoes that month.

The system also skirted northern Arkan-
sas, bringing gusts of up to 60 mph in the
northwest. A wall cloud, which often pro-
duces twisters, was reported in Cherokee
Village, where trees were scattered along
roads, the weather service said. Residents
of Clay County in northeastern Arkansas re-
ported hail the size of golf balls, while half
dollar-sized hail was reported in Mountain

In northern Oklahoma, gusts of up to 80
mph flipped trailers and damaged homes

near Cherokee.
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said. “It just came out of no-
where and came down and hit.

through  western  Kansas
Tuesday, stirring up dust and
reducing visibility.

The wind, from a storm
system that moved through
the state, the blew between
50 and 55 mph throughout
western Kansas, said Blair
Scholl, a meteorologist at the
National Weather Service in
Goodland. The highest report
was 61 mph 10 miles south-
southeast of Sharon Springs.

Scholl said the weather of-
fice received a few reports of
lower visibility and blowing
dust, but no wind damage re-
ports in western Kansas.

Eastern Kansas reported
thunderstorms and there were
several reports of wind dam-

tornado, in Cloud County. An
apparent twister wrecked the
small town of Harveyville in
Waubunsee County.

The wind was still affecting
the area today, with Thomas,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Logan,
Gove, Decatur, Graham and
Hitchcock, Neb., counties
under a red flag warning —
for critical fire danger — until
6 p.m. The biggest threat is
until late afternoon, but after
that time, the gusty west-to-
northwest wind was expected
to decrease dramatically.

“We’re at least in the clear
until the next storm system,”
Scholl said, “which will be-
gin Thursday morning and
will bring ... rain and snow.”

the Kay Yow Cancer Founda-
tion (the founder of the Pink
global campaign, where most Zone campaign), the Colby Pink
other schools raise money for Zone donates all money raised

The church’s pastor, Dennis
Irwin, described his church as
vibrant and said it has 111 mem-
bers.

“We’ll rebuild,” he said. “It’s
too much part of the community
not to rebuild.”

Tammy Woodyard, 39, was
surveying the wreckage of her
father’s home, where only parts
were still standing. The roof had
been ripped off, some of the
walls had collapsed and the liv-
ing room was visible from the
outside.

Woodyard said her father,
who was heading into his base-
ment when the storm hit, was
uninjured. About a block away,
her home sustained roof damage
when a tree fell on it.

“There was no warning,” she

‘Pink Zone’ efforts raise money for cancer patients here
From “PINK,” Page 1

to the Northwest Kansas Foun-
dation for HOPE, which helps
area cancer patients pay their
expenses.

It really is true, it sounds like
just a train coming through your
house.”

Grant Hill, 42, who lives near
Woodyard, said the storm blew
out a couple windows and dam-
aged his porch.

He said his family huddled in
a back bedroom because the tor-
nado came too quickly for them
to get to their basement, which
is accessible only from the out-
side.

“It hit too fast. We couldn’t
have gotten to the basement any-
way,” Hill said. “You basically
heard a continuous low rumble
of thunder, then all of a sudden
stuff started shaking and win-
dows breaking and it felt like the
house was going to explode.”

From pineapple upside-down
cakes to brownies for the des-
sert raffle, and from pink cloth-
ing to pink jewelry for the auc-

tion, Lee said, the Colby

Ferate HOME LOANS &y s Zorvonions

Conventional Loan Interest Rates

We are your Lender & Servicer

Pink Zone was once again
a huge success. Participa-
tion from the college and
high school crowds was
overwhelming.

A Pinkest Person con-
test was held each night.

Rate APR
*15 Year Fixed: 3.000% 3.073%
*20 Year Fixed: 3.750% 3.808%
*30 Year Fixed: 3.875% 3.917%

- Personal Service with Someone
You Know & Trust
- Borrow here, Pay here
* Annual Percentage Rates listed above are based on a $100,000.00 loan with an 80% loan to value and a 30-day rate lock. Rates may

change without notice subject to market conditions.

stop by our office at:

- Competitive Rates

Apply ONLINE from the convenience of your home at www.wsbks.com or

2080 S. Franklin, Suite 4, Colby, KS

band and

Coming away with first
and second place for the
college game were “Tiny
Tim” from the college pep

Winners from the high
school game were Bryley
McKee and Larry Miller,
who sported his signature
overalls but this time in
pink for the grand prize.
Wednesday night dur-

Missy Siruta.
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ing the college women’s
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Friday Evening

KAKE/ABC

7:00
Shark Tank

Primetime: What

halftime, Lee presented
a $2,000 check on behalf
of Colby Community Col-
lege and the Pink Zone to
Deanna Mallory, a HOPE
board member.

[7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 |
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Briefly
Planners to hold
meeting on walking trail

A meeting to update people on plans
for a walking trail will be held from
5:15 to 6 p.m. Thursday at the Pioneer
Memorial Library. For information, call
Megan Carmichael, Smart Start North-
west Kansas professional development
coordinator, at (785) 465-9103.

Group plans dance
at Meadow Lake lounge

Assingles and couples dance is planned
for 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday at the Meadow
Lake Golf Clubhouse. Gary Phipps will
provide music. Everyone welcome. For
information, call (785) 269-7057.

Library to become
murder scene Saturday

The Friends of the Pioneer Memorial
Library plan to put on their annual Mur-
der Mystery Dinner fund raiser at 6:30
p.m. Saturday. Tickets, at $25, may be
purchased at the library. For informa-
tion, call Melany Wilks at 460-4470.

Secretary of state

to speak in Brewster

Secretary of State Kris Kobach will
speak at 7:15 p.m. Saturday on the Con-
stitution and Second Amendment after
a free wild game banquet at 6:30 p.m.
at the Brewster School Gymnasium.
Along with more standard fare, the
menu includes deer, elk, moose, buffa-
lo, caribou, Dall sheep, black bear, an-
telope, jack rabbit, cottontail, raccoon,
alligator, pheasant, turkey, frog legs.
carp, white bass and salmon. Donations
will be taken; bring a wild game dish
if you wish. For information or reser-
vations, call Mike Pinkelman at (785)
694-2720.

Gem Lions scripting

soup for Saturday feed
The Gem Lions Club will hold its an-
nual winter soup day from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday. Stars of the day will be
veggie, chili and potato soup, with spe-
cial notice going to the corn bread and
cake. Donations will go for club proj-
ects. Remember to bring used eyeglass-
es and hearing aids to recycle. For infor-
mation, call Ken Poland at 462-7809.

Christian Workers
to gather for classes

A Christian Workers conference will
be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day at the Heartland Christian School
in Colby. The conference aims to help
rural churches with resources and train-
ing, along with several workshops and
vendors. Brian Wechsler, executive di-
rector of Village Missions, will speak.
Cost is $45. Pre-register at www.shep-
herdstaff.org or call Gwen Griffiths at
(785) 687-2565.

Free help with taxes
offered by senior group

Free tax preparation will be available
from experts trained by the American
Association of Retired Persons Tax-
Aide program, by appointment only,
on Wednesdays through April 11 at the
college library. For an appointment, call
Earle Rice at 462-2990.
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