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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Red Flag Warning until 8
p.m. this evening. A fire weather
watch remains in effect through
Saturday evening.

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 43. South wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 85. Breezy, with a west
wind 5 to 10 mph becoming
south between 20 and 25 mph.
Winds could gust as high as 35
mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 50. Breezy,
with a south wind around 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 80. Very windy, with
a south wind 15 to 20 mph in-
creasing to between 35 and 40
mph. Winds could gust as high
as 55 mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy
and windy, with a low around
51.

Monday: Mostly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 65.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy
and breezy, with a low around
38.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 57.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 35.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 58.

Wednesday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 37.

Thursday: A 40 percent
chance of rain. Partly sunny,

with a high near 58.

Thursday: High, 79; Low 35

Precip: Thursday ~ None
Month: 0.07 inches
Year: 0.96 inches
Normal: ~ 2.11 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 7:52 a.m. 7:54 p.m.
Moon: waning, 23 percent
Sunday 7:50 a.m. 7:55 p.m.
Moon: waning, 15 percent
Monday 7:48 a.m. 7:56 p.m.
Moon: waning, 8 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Grant will help
group fight fat

From “GRANT,” Page 1

tum to a tipping point as com-
munities come together to make
ours a healthier nation.”

The U.S. has the highest rate
of obesity among all developed
nations, the initiative says.
At current rates, three in four
Americans will be overweight
or obese by 2020.

“Collaborate  for Healthy
Weight is a unique initiative that
fosters innovative local partner-
ships across the nation to make
a real difference in the battle
against obesity and health in-
equity,” said Mary Wakefield,
administrator of the federal
agency. “We look forward to
spreading the ideas generated

through these projects to other

communities throughout the
country.”
Collaborate  for  Healthy

Weight is supported through the
Prevention and Public Health
Fund under the Affordable Care
Act, and made possible by a
cooperative agreement from
the health administration. The
national initiative leads a coali-
tion of partner organizations that
manage all program logistics
and oversee the work of partici-
pating teams.

The 50 teams now participat-
ing in this initiative are focused
on areas as small as a single
town and as large as an entire
state, in all corners of the coun-
try, the initiative says.

Paper wins award
in statewide arena

From “PAPER,” Page 1

Cynthia Haynes, chief finan-
cial officer for the group, won
third place for column writing.
Her columns also appear in the
Free Press.

At the Goodland paper, ad
designer Jessica Corbin got
first place in three advertising
categories: best grocery ad for
the Cowboy Corner Express on
Sept. 20, best health care ad for
Barotz Dental on Oct. 11 and
best professional service ad for
Assured Occupational Solutions
Sept. 27. She also won third
place in best automotive ad for
Finley Motors on March 11.

Former Goodland Editor Tom
Betz got third place in editorial

writing. Over the course of the
year, Betz wrote opinion pieces
on truck noise, the post office,
budgets and firefighters. He
continues to write for the paper
while working for the company
part time.

Other company awards in-
clude:

e The St. Francis Herald, third
place in feature photography for
Karen Krien.

e The Oberlin Herald, third
place for best specialty ad for a
Dales Fish N Fun ad by Crista
Sauvage.

The awards will be presented
at the Kansas Press Association
annual convention April 20 and
21 in Overland Park.

State budget at $14.2 billion

TOPEKA (AP) — The Kansas
House is preparing to debate
a proposed $14.1 billion state
budget that has drawn bipartisan
criticism over withholding of
some education funds.

The measure on Friday’s
House agenda sticks closely to
many of Republican Gov. Sam
Brownback’s spending recom-
mendations for the fiscal year
that starts July 1. It would cut
overall state spending by about
4 percent, or $616 million.

But it doesn’t include $29
million sought by Brownback
to cover higher-than-expected
costs incurred by school dis-
tricts in the current academic
year. Without that money, dis-
tricts would have to use their
reserves.

Republicans backing the bill
defend it as responsible. It could
leave the state with more than
$500 million in cash reserves at
the end of June 2012, depending
on how much are cut taxes.

Senator blocks secretary’s citizenship bill

From “SENATOR,” Page 1

waited until the last minute, until we could find out

supposed to be able to automatically transfer elec-
tronic copies of birth certificates and other docu-
ments proving citizenship to election officials.
Initially, officials said the second phase of the
upgrade should be done by June, but the committee
learned Wednesday — at its second-to-last meeting
of the year — that it wouldn’t be completed until

tem.”

the latest information regarding the computer sys-

Kobach came to Thursday’s meeting with pro-
posed amendments to his bill that he said would
make the computer upgrade’s status irrelevant. But
testimony from opponents of his bill took up most
of the committee’s hour-long meeting, preventing
members from considering the changes.
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With the road closed, a crane and a backhoe were poised
to begin demolition of the old bridge on K-25 south of Colby

this morning.

Construction closes

K-25 south

From “BRIDGE,” Page 1

Grain trucks and others were
using the road this morning.
County officials pointed out that
trucks can use I-70 to the Mingo
exit and come back to K-25 on a
paved county road in wet weath-
er. County roads to the west also
can be used to get around the
bridge.

Access to Russell Springs is
available by using county roads,
including the mail road running
south from U.S. 40 east of Win-
ona.

County Commissioner Paul
Steele said earlier that the state
had given the county $100,000
to improve the detour, which is
on a township road.

Simon Contractors of North
Platte, Neb., and Cheyenne,
Wyo., has the $550,000 contract
to rebuild the bridge. The work
includes replacing the pavement
through the project with new as-
phalt.

The old steel bridge over the

of Colby

usually dry “river” will be re-
placed with a new concrete span
designed to handle expected
flood flows.

Eric Oelschlager, area en-
gineer for the Transportation
Department in Atwood, will su-
pervise the bridge job. He said
the contractor has 105 calendar
days to complete the work.

The old bridge is not restricted
for heavy loads, he said, but the
steel deck is rusting out. At 60
years, though, the span probably
was a bargain. The new bridge,
Oelschlager said, will be wider
and have a better deck.

Mr. Steele said when the proj-
ect is done, the county still will
have an improved alternative
route south of town.

The bridge project is part of
T-Works, the $8 billion trans-
portation program passed by the
Legislature two years ago. It and
other upcoming road construc-
tion projects may be viewed at
www ksdot.org/tworks.

Italian town outlaws death

ROME (AP) — Since the start
of the month it has been illegal
to die in Falciano del Massico, a
village of 3,700 people 30 miles
from Naples in southern Italy.

Mayor Giulio Cesare Fava
issued the tongue-in-cheek de-
cree because the village has no

cemetery and it is feuding with a
nearby town that has one — cre-
ating a logistical problem about
what to do with the deceased.
“The ordinance has brought
happiness,” he was quoted Tues-
day as saying. “Unfortunately,
two elderly citizens disobeyed.”
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Colby band to play

for Pickin’ fund raiser
The Colby country and rock group
“The Mama’s Boys” will play for a St.
Patrick’s Day dance and concert at 9
p.m. Saturday at the City Limits Con-
vention Center. A beer and wine tasting
will run from 7 to 9 p.m. Tickets for
the evening, including light snacks and
door prizes, are $25 each at the Colby
Convention and Visitors Bureau or City
Limits, or $15 for either the tasting only
(in advance) or the dance (at the door).
All proceeds will benefit the Pickin’ on
the Plains Bluegrass Festival in July. For
information, call the Colby Convention
and Visitors Bureau at (785) 460-7643.

Prom dresses on rack
at Presbyterian Church

It is time again for the annual sale of
gently-used prom dresses, from 6 to 8
p.m. through tonight at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Colby. All dresses
are $20 and all proceeds go to Genesis-
Thomas County food bank. For infor-
mation, call Sue Draper at 460-6332.

Fourth graders draw

historic building in area
A a free exhibit of drawings by fourth
graders at Colby Grade School will be
on display at the Pioneer Memorial
Library from Tuesday through Friday,
April 6. The drawings depict buildings
important to the area’s history. For in-
formation, call Ann Miner at (785) 460-
4590 or e-mail museumed @st-tel.net.

College offers class
on drawing the figure

A class in drawing a clothed figure
will be offered from 10 a.m. to noon
on Tuesday and Thursday in room 502
of Ferguson Hall at Colby Community
College. Cost is $5 per session. Students
must bring their own materials and be
on time. For information, call instructor
David Ketchum at (785) 687-2575.

Cemetery decorations
need to be removed

All Christmas and nonpermanent
decorations need to be removed from
Beulah Cemetery by 5 p.m. next Friday
to allow for spring maintenance. For

questions, call caretaker Deb Henry at
462-3188.

Aging board, advisors
meet Tuesday in Oakley

The board and advisory council of the
Northwest Kansas Area Agency on Ag-
ing will meet at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday at
the Colonial Steakhouse in Oakley. For
information, call Glenna Clingingsmith
at the agency at (800) 432-7422 or (785)
628-8204.

Free help with taxes
offered by senior group

Free tax preparation will be available
from experts trained by the American
Association of Retired Persons Tax-
Aide program, by appointment only,
on Wednesdays through April 11 at the
college library. For an appointment, call
Earle Rice at 462-2990.
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