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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight:  Showers  likely.
Cloudy, with a low around 37.
North wind between 10 and 15
mph. Chance of precipitation is
70 percent.

Thursday: A chance of show-
ers, with thunderstorms also
possible after 3 p.m. Cloudy,
then gradually becoming mostly
sunny, with a high near 58. East
wind around 5 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 40 percent.

Thursday Night: Isolated
thunderstorms before 7 p.m.
Partly cloudy, with a low around
37. East wind around 5 mph be-
coming west. Chance of precipi-
tation is 10 percent.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 67. West wind around 5
mph becoming calm.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 40.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 75.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 46.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 79.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 51.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 80.

Monday Night: Mostly clear
and breezy, with a low around
46.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 69.

Monday: High, 65; Low 28
Tuesday: High, 56; Low 35

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday  0.14inches
Month: 0.21 inches
Year: 1.10 inches
Normal:  2.11 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Wednesday  7:44 a.m. 7:59 p.m.
New Moon at 9:38 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Rain may give wheat a drink

From “RAIN,” Page 1

Shroyer recommended topdressing fields

layer underneath the topsoil.

The K-State Research and Extension
weather station in Colby has recorded 1.10
inches of rain so far this year, .21 of an inch
of it in March. Normal precipitation for
March is 1.12, the station says, and 2.11
would be normal for the first three months

of the year.

Despite that dry weather, the wheat is
looking good. Enfield said he had a pretty
good stand last fall and a good root system
so far this year. However, with a fast-grow-
ing crop, farmers may have to worry about

a late freeze.

Jim Shroyer, K-State Extension crop pro-
duction specialist, said in a March 6 release
that the wheat could also be vulnerable to
early-season insects and disease problems
such as army cutworms, grain mites or

greenbugs.

the leaves.

gets too big.”

Sunday.

with nitrogen before the jointing stage. En-
field said many farmers have already done
that, and he plans to apply his topdress
soon, but if it is done after the wheat has
grown too big, the chemicals can damage

“You don’t want to stress the wheat too
much,” he said, “so get in there before it

Hot weather is supposed to return this
weekend, however, with plenty of sun and
highs up to 79 degrees on Saturday and

The high winds could resume today. The
service predicts gusts could get as high as
30 mph, dropping to 15 in the evening. On
Sunday, high winds kicked up dust off dry
fields, mixing with a light rain to create a
mud shower from Colby east, but the storm
produced little actual moisture. The Com-
munity Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow

Network, a collection of citizens who report
on precipitation levels, recorded only .01 to
.04 inches of rain in Colby that day.

Winds on Sunday got as high as 62 mph
in Yuma, Colo., where a grass fire burned
about 24,000 acres. Two homes were de-

stroyed and about 1,000 residents, including

the 300-person town of Eckley. The fire was
fully contained by Monday, but firefighters

have been taking care of hot spots and flare

ups throughout the week. In Kansas, wind
gusts reached as high as 58 mph.
The dry conditions also contributed to a

fire at Bonny Reservoir in Colorado.

southwest

The U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook, re-
leased Thursday, says that most of southern
Kansas is likely to see an improvement in
drought conditions this year. The extreme

corner, however, along with

southern Colorado and the Oklahoma Pan-
handle, are likely to see the same conditions
as last year, if not worse.

Senate votes to cut state tax rates

From “SENATE,” Page 1

parties have said their constitu-
ents are far more concerned
about high property taxes than
income taxes.

The House has approved a bill
cutting income and sales taxes,
as well as its own property tax
relief measure. The final version
of a bill cutting taxes probably
will be drafted by negotiators for
the two chambers, meaning the
Senate’s actions don’t preclude
further discussion of income or
sales tax reductions.

“There are always other ve-

hicles,” said Senate President
Steve Morris, a Hugoton Re-
publican.

Revenue Secretary Nick Jor-
dan, a former state senator,
expressed similar sentiments,
saying senators’ actions are
“disappointing,” but the debate
isn’t over.

Brownback touted his plan,
mixing individual income tax
reductions and tax cuts for some
businesses with the elimination
of tax credits and deductions, as
a way to make the individual in-
come tax code simpler and fair-
er. He wanted to keep the sales

tax at 6.3 percent so that the
state could afford to lower in-
come taxes, arguing that income
tax cuts represent the best way
to stimulate the economy.

Jordan said the governor
didn’t tackle property tax relief
because they are levied mostly
by cities, counties and local
school districts, and the state’s
ability to rein in levies is lim-
ited.

“We don’t discount that prop-
erty taxes need to be dealt with,”
he said.

The sales tax has become a
sticking point for legislators in

both parties because lawmak-
ers increased it in 2010, before
Brownback took office, to bal-
ance the budget. When they did,
they promised it would drop to
5.7 percent in three years, and
many legislators say keeping the
commitment is important.

Senate income and sales tax
measure is Senate Sub for HB
2117. Senate property tax relief
measure is Senate Sub for HB
2241.

Online: Kansas Legislature:
www.kslegislature .org

Sherift’s office to seek charges in death

From “SHERIFF,” Page 1

“It’s a bad deal.”

The victim, a long-time sales-
man at Herl Chevrolet in Good-
land, was widely known around
the area.

One reason the patrol took the
accident report and his deputy
did the follow up investigation,
Taylor said, is that both arrived
about the same time. He said
Mr. Gallentine had been moved
by the time the deputy, Craig
Cersovsky, arrived.

Because both emergency
medical technicians on the
scene were doing life-saving
procedures, he said, Cersovsky
drove the ambulance to Citizens
Medical Center in Colby. Doc-
tors there pronounced Gallen-
tine dead. That left the Trooper
Medlicott to do the accident
scene work.

The charges allege that House
was drunk and criminally neg-
ligent. Taylor said the man ap-
parently had his 11-year-old son

County gets request to allow beer

From “COUNTY,” Page 1

counties that allow drinking
during their fairgrounds events,
including Norton, Trego, Ellis,
Rooks, Graham, Rush, Ford and
Republic.

“I talked to Trego County, and
it’s sad to say, but alcohol profits
pretty much pay for their entire
fair,” said board member Kathi
Wright, “and they have their Boy
Scouts recycle the cans after-
wards as a money-making proj-
ect, so it benefits other organiza-

tions as well.”

Schrock added that the money
could help pay for activities the
fair no longer has money for,
which he said, is “a never-ending
list.”

He said, for example, people
have suggested putting in more
benches, bigger sidewalks and
better lighting, as well as re-
doing the entryway to make it
look nicer and easier for people
in wheel chairs to get into the
grandstands. These things would
be a big draw, Schrock said.

Wright said it’s no use pre-
tending there’s no alcohol at the
fair today.

“It’s there,” she said. “It’s just
in different containers so we
don’t know. So why don’t we
provide it so we can better con-
trol it and make a profit, too?”

Commission Chairman Ken
Christiansen said there is a lot
to think about before a decision
can be made, but the first thing to
do is to contact County Attorney
Kevin Berens to see if the no-
alcohol rule can be changed.

with him, though the boy was
not present when officers ar-
rived. He apparently had walked
home, but his presence in the
truck prompted the charge of
child endangerment.

“The son was not at the scene,”
the sheriff said, adding that the
family lives nearby. “Val was
found in the middle of the street
on his back. They were trying

to get someone to call 911....
When Craig got there, he had
already been moved.”

Taylor said the two officers
and others were getting ready to
send the case to County Attor-
ney Kevin Berens for a decision
on district court charges. That
should happen sometime next
week, he added.

Two hurt in county wrecks

From “WRECKS,” Page 1

_ Sponsored by the

by Butch’s Auto Body, the pa-
trol reported, while the semi was
drivable.

Monday, a Colby teen was tak-
en to Citizens by ambulance and
two companions went in family
vehicles after the subcompact
car they were in rolled north
of town on County Road 20, or
Country Club Drive, about three
miles north of Colby.

The patrol reported that Jes-
sica D. Koon, 17, was driving
north on the road at “a high rate
of speed” about 1 p.m. when
she apparently lost control. The
2002 Chevrolet Cavalier rolled

into the east ditch, coming to
rest on its wheels.

Robert Bond, 15, was not
wearing a seat belt. He was
ejected from the rear seat, the
patrol said, and went to the hos-
pital by ambulance. The driver,
Koon, and Rockell M. Bedore,
16, who both were wearing seat-
belts, went in private cars.

The patrol said the crash oc-
curred about 590 feet north of
County Road W.

We want your local news:
e-mail to
colby.editor @ nwkansas.com

Briefly
Fourth graders draw

historic buildings here

A free exhibit of drawings by fourth
graders at Colby Grade School is on dis-
play at the Prairie Museum of Art and
History through Friday, April 6. The
drawings depict buildings important to
the area’s history. For information, call
Ann Miner at (785) 460-4590 or e-mail
museumed @st-tel.net.

Clinic has shepherd mix

for adoption this week

Looking for a pet? Colby Animal
Clinic has a 4-month-old tan shepherd
mix female puppy available for adop-
tion. Lost or strayed animals are often
brought to the clinic. Call or stop by
810 E. Fourth St. For questions, call
460-8621.

Golden Plains juniors
plan carnival Friday

The junior class at Golden Plains
High School with hold its annual carni-
val at 7 p.m. Friday at the high school in
Rexford. In addition to carnival games,
there will be a cake walk and bingo. The
Rexford Lions Club will have a soup
supper at the school before the carni-
val, starting at 5 p.m. Donations from
supper will go to help send students to
Lions Band Camp this summer. For in-
formation, call Mary Luna at (785) 687-
3265.

Cemetery decorations
need to be removed

All Christmas and nonpermanent dec-
orations need to be removed from Beu-
lah Cemetery by 5 p.m. Friday to allow
for spring maintenance. For questions,
call caretaker Deb Henry at 462-3188.

Commodities to be
given out here Monday

U.S. Department of Agriculture com-
modities will be distributed from 1 to 2
p.m. Monday at the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program office in the Senior
Progress Center at Fike Park. Distribu-
tion is first come, first-served, but you
may send a signed permission slip with
another person. Bring a sack or box.
Expected commodities include pasta,
corn, cereal, apricots, chicken, figs and
juice. For questions, call the office at
462-6744.

Dance team tryouts

next week at Colby High

Tryouts for the Colby High Dance
Team for the 2012-2013 school year
will be at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thurs-
day, March 29, in the high school gym.
Packets are available in the high school
and middle school offices. Call Coach
Denita Rodgers at (785) 269-7908 with
questions.

24/7 Dad program
offered free on Tuesday

All dads are welcome to join the free
24/7 Dad fatherhood program, created
by dads for dads, beginning at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the Thomas County Office
Complex conference room. Call Paige
Campbell at 460-8177 to sign up.
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