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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a

low around 48. Southeast wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 77. East wind 10 to 15 mph
becoming north.

Thursday Night:  Mostly
clear, with a low around 44.
North wind between 10 and 15
mph becoming calm.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 79. South wind between 5
and 15 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 48.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 81.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 50.

Sunday: Sunny and windy,
with a high near 79.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy
and windy, with a low around
4.

Monday: Mostly sunny and
breezy, with a high near 61.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 38.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 68.

Monday: High, 80; Low 35
Tuesday: High, 75; Low 35

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.78 inches
Year: 1.67 inches
Normal:  2.11 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:32.a.m. 8:06 p.m.

Narc’s grades too good for school

By Tracie Cone

The Associated Press

EXETER, Calif. — On his second trip
through high school, former C-student Alex
Salinas got a lot of A’s.

He was 22, however, and an undercover
narcotics officer going by the name Johnny
Ramirez. When his first semester progress
report showed a 3.25 grade average, the ba-
by-faced police rookie made a mental note:
Stop turning in homework assignments.

Eight months later, the ruse was up, and
Exeter, a bucolic citrus-growing community
in California’s Central Valley, was turned
on its ear after a school-day police sweep
ended with a dozen Exeter High students in
custody on drug charges.

Some people wondered how the decep-
tion by Salinas could have gone on for so
long in the small town of just 10,000 people.
Others lamented that the problems of the big
city had come to the quaint community of
antique shops and historic murals set amid
a stunning backdrop of the snow-capped Si-
erra Nevada.

“It’s amazing we were able to keep a se-
cret in this little town for that long,” said
Police Chief Cliff Bush, who had been
searching for years for just the right officer
to pull off the undercover ploy. “People in
little towns tend to know everything about
everybody.”

Leading the campus sweep this month
was the tall, lanky Salinas, dressed in the
crisp black uniform and combat boots of the
Exeter Police Department instead of the T-
shirts and sneakers he had worn as Johnny
Ramirez.

Still, there was no mistaking the boy-
ish face and the wide smile gleaming with
braces.

“A lot of jaws dropped when they saw
me,” Salinas said. “They knew me as that
kid at school that they hung around with,
and then the next thing they’re in handcuffs
and I’m in a uniform.”

The sting got more attention from the me-

dia than a drug bust of 12 students normally
would because of something the chief now
laments: It happened the same week as the
debut of the Hollywood comedy “21 Jump
Street,” which features — you got it — under-
cover cops fighting crime at a high school.

Chief Bush insisted it was not a case of
life imitating art.

“A day or two later, I became aware of
the movie,” Bush said. “The last thing I
would do is check movie premieres. This
just happened to coincide with the movie’s
release.”

There had been no major complaints
about drug dealing at the 1,000-student
school that sits within sight of the police
station, but Bush said he had been thinking
for years about doing an undercover sting to
send a message.

One day last summer, he ran into Sali-
nas, who was weeks away from graduating
from the police academy. Salinas had rid-
den along with Bush years earlier when the
chief was still a patrolman.

Bush eventually approached Salinas with
the plan. With it came a full-time job on the
city’s 17-member Police Department — an
offer Salinas wouldn’t refuse.

As Johnny Ramirez, Salinas attended
Monarch football games and pep rallies.
He purposely landed himself in detention
so he could meet people outside of the four
classes he attended before reporting each
afternoon to the county drug task force
headquarters for briefings and homework
assignments. He made a Facebook page and
forged friendships, which made the decep-
tion hard for him to bear.

“There were a few students I got to know
who are good kids,” he said, “and I did feel
kind of bad for being their friend and then
being something different.”

Only the principal, vice principal and
Johnny’s guidance counselor knew about
the operation, school Superintendent Renee
Whitson said.

“Even I didn’t know the name he’d go
by,” she said.

Still, a moment of panic erupted on the
first day of school last fall when a teacher
pointed to the new kid and joked, “We’ve
got a new narc on campus. They tell me he’s
wearing a green shirt.” Johnny Ramirez’s
shirt was green.

Eventually students sold the new kid
marijuana and cocaine, the prescription
painkiller hydrocodone and the muscle re-
laxant Soma.

“There was certainly no celebration on
the day of conclusion. It was a very sad
day,” Whitson said. “These are our students.
‘We hope this is the necessary wakeup call to
make this positive for their lives.”

As the school year winds down, the ar-
rested students are in the midst of review
board hearings. Only three are older than 18,
and one student’s parents were also arrested
for investigation of methamphetamine pos-
session.

In the end, large quantities of drugs were
not confiscated and none of the arrests in-
volved trafficking significant quantities,
though many purchases were for amounts
that exceeded “personal use,” Salinas said.

Was it worth keeping an officer off Ex-
eter’s streets and on a school campus for
eight months?

Yes, Chief Bush said. But he is almost
embarrassed that the undercover operation
has garnered so much publicity, mostly be-
cause of his own bad timing regarding the
release of “21 Jump Street.”

“This is what I was trying to avoid, that
we busted the local Scarface at the high
school,” Bush said, making reference to
another Hollywood movie, this one about a
drug kingpin. “Turns out they were just tiny
amounts, but if you’ve got just one kid deal-
ing drugs at school, that’s too many.”

The chief hopes the arrests have a last-
ing impact on all students, though he does
realize he might have created a problem of
another kind in Exeter.

“I’d hate to be the new kid at school next
year,” he said. “They won’t make very many
friends.”

Fire kills two, burns homes west of Denver

Moon: waxing, 39 percent

Map splits
Topeka votes

TOPEKA (AP) — Kansas House
members are considering a redis-
tricting bill that would split the
city of Topeka between two con-
gressional districts.

The bill up for debate today ad-
justs the lines of the state’s four
U.S. House districts to account
for changes in population over the
past decade.

Topeka is now entirely in the
2nd District of eastern Kansas, but
the bill would extend the 1st Dis-
trict of western and central Kansas
into the capital city.

The Big Frist would take in the
Statehouse and heavily minority
neighborhoods in the eastern part
of town. Republican-leaning, pre-
dominantly white neighborhoods
in the city’s west side would re-
main in the 2nd District.
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said. It was during Monday’s
patrol that a state forest service
crew spotted the wildfire — also
on Denver Water property — and
alerted authorities, Lockwood
said.

It wasn’t clear if the wildfire
was inside the controlled burn
zone.

The sheriff’s office will de-
termine the cause of the blaze,
while the Colorado State Forest
Service was conducting its own
review, Lockwood said.

Stacy Chesney, a spokes-
woman for Denver Water, said
the agency was “trying to be
proactive” to protect water sup-
plies from soil runoff caused by
deforestation.

The area has several water-
sheds that feed metropolitan
Denver and is several miles
from the location of a 2002 fire,
one of Colorado’s worst, which
destroyed 133 homes and 466
outbuildings over 215 square
miles.

Protocols for controlled fires
include monitoring them until
they are determined to be cold —
meaning nothing is at risk for re-
igniting, said Roberta D’ Amico,
spokeswoman for the National
Interagency Fire Center in Boi-
se, Idaho. Fire officials normally
check weather, terrain and other
factors to create a burn plan
and alert municipal authorities,
D’ Amico said.

Carole Walker, director of the
Rocky Mountain Insurance In-
formation Association, said state
agencies have limited immunity
for performing regular duties.

“They have immunity on the
duties of managing a forest,”
Walker said. “It would have to
be determined they were negli-
gent or acting outside their du-
ties (for property owners to seek
compensation).”

Officials found the bodies of
a couple at a destroyed home,
said Daniel Hatlestad of the Jef-
ferson County Incident Manage-
ment Team. They were identified
as Sam Lamar Lucas, 77, and
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Linda M. Lucas, 76. A cause of
death was pending for both.

On Tuesday, evacuees formed
a long line to see a list of dam-
aged properties posted by the
Red Cross at Conifer High
School. Residents groaned when
Hatlestad told them it wasn’t
known when the fire would be
contained.

“I understand that it’s a diffi-
cult situation, but it’s our house,
and we’re in the target zone,”
John Ryan, 47, said.

Hatlestad said the fire burned
so hot that it melted farm and
construction machinery, creat-
ing a silver stream of molten
metal and softening the soles of
deputies’ shoes.

The fire threat in much of
Colorado has grown during an
unusually dry and warm March.
On March 18, a grass fire
charred 37 square miles in east-
ern Colorado and injured three
firefighters.

As the fire near Conifer
burned, Jefferson County of-
ficials implemented fire restric-

Friday Evening

tions prohibiting any use of
fireworks; fires unless they are
built in permanently constructed
fire grates in a developed park,
campground or picnic area; and
smoking, except within enclosed
vehicles or buildings, a devel-
oped recreation site, or an area
barren of combustible material
within 3 feet.

Across the West, most states
face normal wildfire danger,
according to the National In-
teragency Fire Center in Boise,
Idaho. However, the potential
for summer fires is significantly
“above normal” for New Mex-
ico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada and
California, center meteorologist
Ed Delgado said.

“It’s just a changing weather
pattern. We’re exiting La Nina,
and becoming more neutral in
that pattern,” he said. “Histori-
cally when we’ve entered this
weather pattern, we’ve had situ-
ations that would be conducive
to those areas having a higher
fire threat.”

Briefly
Heartland open house
for families Thursday

Heartland Christian School will have
an open house at 6:30 p.m. Thursday
for parents and prospective students
for next year, including children who
will be 3 and 4 years old and eligible
for preschool and those ready to start
kindergarten. Come have some fun and
see what Heartland has to offer. For in-
formation, call the school office at (785)
460-4219.

Kiwanis egg hunt starts
at 10 a.m. Saturday

The annual Easter egg hunt sponsored
by the Colby Kiwanis Club will begin at
10 a.m. Saturday at Fike Park. Starting
times will be 10 a.m. for ages 3 and un-
der, 10:10 a.m. for ages 4 to 6 and 10:20
for ages 7 to 9. In case of bad weather,
listen to KXXX Radio for information.
For information, call Scott Haas at 460-
3922.

Brewster students

sponsoring blood drive
The American Red Cross will hold a
blood drive from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday at the Brewster School, spon-
sored by the student council. Call (785)
694-2236 for information or to make an
appointment. Walk ins are welcome.

Free help with taxes
offered by senior group

Free tax preparation will be available
from experts trained by the American
Association of Retired Persons Tax-
Aide program, by appointment only,
on Wednesdays through April 11 at the
Colby Community College library. For
an appointment, call Earle Rice at 462-
2990.

Workshop will teach

how to manage disease

A workshop to help people learn to
self-manage chronic diseases will be
offered from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Mondays
from next week to May 7 in the Citi-
zens Medical Center conference room.
A light meal will be served, and prereg-
istration is required. For information or
to register, call Jeanene Brown at the
hospital’s education department, (785)
460-4850.

Kindergarten signup
next week at school

Kindergarten pre-enrollment and vis-
itation for the 2012-13 school year will
be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday at
the Colby Grade School activity room.
Bring your child’s birth certificate, im-
munization records and Social Security

card. For information, call the school
office at (785) 460-5100.

Preschool plans
enrollment, open house

An enrollment open house for the
2012-13 school year for Puddle Duck
Preschool will be from 4 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 4, at the school, 520
W. Fifth St. The preschool is for chil-
dren 3 to 5 years old. For information,
call teacher Amy Jennings at 460-2603.
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