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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/29

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/28

A Question of Probabilities
There are many deals where success or failure 

for the declarer depends strictly on the oppos-
ing distribution and/or the location of specific 
key cards. But there are also many deals where 
the outcome depends on how declarer elects to 
play rather than on how the opposing cards are 
divided. It is these hands that are of the greatest 
interest to most players. 

Take this case where the defense starts by play-
ing three rounds of clubs, declarer ruffing the 
third. How should South proceed? 

One possibility is to play for West to have the 
king of hearts, in which case two successful heart 
finesses will allow South to avoid a heart loser 
and to discard one of his losing diamonds. De-
clarer’s only losers in that case would be two 
clubs and a diamond. 

A second possibility is to attempt two finesses 
in diamonds against the missing king and queen. 
If West has either or both honors, declarer will 
lose only two clubs and a diamond, eventually 
discarding his heart loser on dummy’s fourth dia-
mond. 

Ultimately, the proper line of play boils down 
to a question of probabilities. Since there is only 
a 50 percent chance that West was dealt the king 
of hearts, and about a 75 percent chance that he 
was dealt one or both diamond honors, it follows 
that declarer should pin his hopes on the diamond 
suit. 

Accordingly, after drawing trumps and discard-
ing a heart from dummy, declarer leads a low dia-
mond to dummy’s eight. In the actual deal, East 
wins with the king and returns a club, ruffed by 
South. Declarer then leads the diamond ten and 
lets it ride. When the ten holds, the finesse is re-
peated, and the contract is made. 

Note, though, that if South starts by leading the 
ten of diamonds initially rather than a low one, 
he goes down. In that case, he’ll find himself in 
the wrong hand after the second diamond finesse 
wins, and eventually he’ll have to lose a trick to 
the king of hearts.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Tom and Ray:
When I was filling my engine with new oil, 

pine needles fell into the oil and are now in the 
engine. The little stem that went in had three 
needles on it, each approximately 4 inches long 
(long-leaf pine, Pinus Palustris). Is this going to 
hurt my engine? My car is a 2011 Honda Accord 
EX, 4-cylinder. – Marissa

TOM: Oh, good thing it was the Pinus Palustris, 
and not the dreaded Pinus Enginus Rebuildis! 

RAY: Your engine’s going to be fine, Marissa. 
There are several things that can happen to these 
needles, and none of them is harmful.

TOM: The oil fill on this car is right on top of 
the valve cover. Most likely, the pine needles are 
just sitting there on top of the valve train, soak-
ing up oil and doing no harm. And they may stay 
there for years, or decades, without affecting any-
thing. 

RAY: If they do get in the way of one of the 
cams, they’re soft enough to just be pulverized. 
Remember, all the engine parts are metal. They’d 
make short work of these three little pine nee-
dles. 

TOM: Then the pulverized pine needles would 
get circulated with the other oil that gets sent up 
to the valve train, and the entire top of your en-
gine will have a nice, fresh scent! Sweet, huh?

RAY: Eventually, you’ll get rid of these nee-
dles in one of two possible ways, Marissa: If they 
get ground up, their crushed remains will end up 
either at the bottom of the oil pan or in the oil 
filter, and will be removed next time you change 
your oil.

TOM: Or, 10 years from now, when some 
mechanic removes the valve cover to replace a 
gasket, he’s going to find a 6-inch Christmas tree 
growing in there. Either way, it’s nothing to wor-
ry about, Marissa. 

It’s never cheaper in the long run to buy a new 
car. Want proof? Order Tom and Ray’s pamphlet 
“How to Buy a Great Used Car: Secrets Only 
Your Mechanic Knows.” Send $4.75 (check or 
money order) to Used Car, Box 536475, Orlando, 
FL 32853-6475.

Get more Click and Clack in their new book, 
“Ask Click and Clack: Answers from Car Talk.” 
Got a question about cars? E-mail Click and 
Clack by visiting the Car Talk website at www.
cartalk.com.

(c) 2012 by Tom and Ray Magliozzi 
and Doug Berman

Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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