
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 4/09

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/06

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in a tournament played in 

France in 1963 to select the French representative 
that year to the annual European team champion-
ship. And quite a deal it was! 

It started off innocently enough when Jacques 
Stetten, playing with Leon Tintner, opened third-
hand with one spade. East bid two hearts -- he 
had values to spare for his modest overcall, but 
no better call was available – and South bid three 
diamonds.

At this point, the bidding became frenetic. 
North bid three hearts, a cuebid indicating a 
strong hand with a probable void in hearts, and 
East doubled. After two passes, North then bid 
four hearts! This was a further cuebid, confirm-
ing the heart void, and even more importantly, it 
urged South to bid a slam in either diamonds or 
spades, depending on his hand.

South quickly accepted the invitation by bid-
ding six diamonds. True, South had only 10 high-
card points (six of which he knew were wasted 
opposite North’s void). But South also had a sev-
en-card suit and a void in clubs that North could 
not possibly know about.

Not only that, but when East doubled, Tintner 
had enough confidence in his partner’s bidding 
and his own values to redouble! East – holding 
A-A-A-K – no doubt thought his opponents had 
gone berserk and would pay heavily for their in-
discretion.

But that wasn’t how things turned out. Tintner 
easily made six diamonds redoubled for a score 
of 1,330 points, losing only a diamond trick, and 
poor East was left wondering what in the world 
had hit him.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Tom and Ray:
I really like the look of the prominent chrome 

dual exhausts seen on so many cars and trucks 
these days. To me, they give a look of masculin-
ity to the vehicle. For years, it seemed manufac-
turers installed only single exhausts, except on 
the most powerful or sporty cars. And in many 
cases, the exhausts were hidden from view. Are 
“duals” now being installed more for looks, or do 
they enhance performance? Thanks. – Gary

TOM: Good question, Gary. Real dual exhausts 
will increase performance. 

RAY: Here’s the basic tutorial: Fresh gasoline 
and air go into the cylinders. It gets detonated by 
the spark plug, it combusts and then it turns into 
what? Exhaust. 

TOM: And before you can send more fresh 
gasoline in there, you have to get that exhaust out. 
The faster you can get the old stuff out and the 
new stuff in, the better your engine “breathes,” 
and the more power it can produce.

RAY: A lot of manufacturers have made their 
engines breathe better by adding more valves per 
cylinder – valves are the holes through which 
stuff enters and exits the cylinders.

TOM: But another way to improve breathing is 
to add an additional exhaust pipe. For instance, 
if you have a V-6 or V-8 engine, you can use one 
exhaust pipe to take the exhaust from just one 
bank of cylinders all the way to the back of the 
car. And you could have a second exhaust pipe 
for the other bank of cylinders. That gives you 
twice as much capacity to remove exhaust. 

 RAY: So it does work. But very few cars actu-
ally do it. More often, what you see are fake dual 
exhausts. There’s actually a single exhaust pipe 
running from the engine to the muffler, and then 
the pipe is split, sending one tailpipe to each side 
of the car. That’s just for looks.

TOM: Then there’s the really cheap version, 
where the single exhaust pipe goes within inches 
of the rear bumper, then splits into two exhaust 
tips at the very end. Neither of those systems will 
affect performance. But I agree with you – they 
do enhance the look of a car and make it look 
more expensive.

RAY: Of course, the problem with a real dual 
exhaust system is that it is expensive – not only 
to manufacture, but to maintain. Think about it. 
When it rusts out, you’ll need to buy TWO new 
exhaust systems. You’ll be a hero at your local 
Midas Muffler. The guys’ll have pinup posters of 
you in every bay.

What is the most cost-effective way to buy a 
car? Tom and Ray hash it all out in their pamphlet 
“Should I Buy, Lease, or Steal My Next Car?” 
Send $4.75 (check or money order) to Next Car, 
P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475.

Get more Click and Clack in their new book, 
“Ask Click and Clack: Answers from Car Talk.” 
Got a question about cars? E-mail Click and 
Clack by visiting the Car Talk website at www.
cartalk.com.

(c) 2012 by Tom and Ray Magliozzi 
and Doug Berman
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