
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

7

6

5

1

2
3

5

3

1
9
8

5
1

4

4

5

1

3

6
7

6
2
7

9

1

3
2

9

5

9

3

20
12

 C
on

ce
pt

is 
Pu

zz
les

, D
ist

. b
y 

Ki
ng

 F
ea

tu
re

s S
yn

di
ca

te,
 In

c.

By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 4/16

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/13

Famous Hand
This deal from the U.S.-Great Britain match at 

the 1991 world team championship brought to-
gether two pairs noted for their aggressive bid-
ding styles. North-South were Americans Eric 
Rodwell and Jeff Meckstroth, pitted against 
Britain’s Tony Forrester and Andy Robson. Both 
pairs lived up to their advance billing. 

Robson began by opening an off-shape one 
notrump (12-14 points in the partnership style). 
When this rolled around to Meckstroth, he bid 
two clubs for takeout. Robson then showed his 
true colors by leaping to three diamonds. This 
did not silence Rodwell, who cuebid diamonds to 
ask his partner to choose a major suit, and Meck-
stroth’s four-heart bid ended the auction. 

Robson led the ace and another diamond, de-
clarer discarding a spade on the king. Meckstroth 
then had to resolve the problem of how to tackle 
the trump suit. 

Meckstroth decided to delay playing trumps 
until he could learn a little more about the oppo-
nents’ holdings in the other suits. So at trick three 
he led a spade to the jack and was gratified to see 
this force the ace. 

Declarer won West’s spade return with the 
king and reviewed what he had learned up to 
this point. West had to have six diamonds for his 
three-diamond bid, so he could not hold more 
than three clubs (more than three clubs would 
give him a singleton – not consistent with his 
original notrump bid). So Meckstroth next played 
the A-K and another club, ruffing the third round 
in dummy without fear of being overruffed by 
East. 

Declarer was now ready to tackle the trump 
suit. Since West had already shown up with the 
ace of spades, queen of clubs and a strong dia-
mond suit headed by the ace, he could not hold 
the heart king. So Meckstroth played the ace and 
another heart, and when East produced the king, 
the game was home.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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If you don’t already have rabbits hopping 
around your garden, you might want to buy an 
antique garden rabbit to fool your friends. The 
wealthy English and French of the 17th cen-
tury liked formal gardens with paths, fences and 
planned flower beds. They put urns, statues, foun-
tains, sundials, gates, furniture and odd pieces 
like finials and wall sculptures into their gardens. 
In America, ornaments and furniture were being 
used in gardens by the 1600s. 

A brass sundial from 1630 is the earliest Ameri-
can garden piece that still exists. A wooden bench 
from the 1700s is the earliest known wooden 
piece. Gardens first had wrought-iron furniture 
and gates in the 18th and early 19th centuries. By 
the mid 19th century, most garden pieces were 
made of cast iron, not wrought iron, because cast 
iron was stronger. 

Full-size deer, dogs and other animals, tiered 
fountains, iron benches made to look like vines 
or tree branches, obelisks and sundials were all 
made of cast iron. 

In the 1930s, there was even more interest in 
cast-iron objects. Inside houses you could find 
cast-iron doorstops, bookends, hardware and 
toys. And in today’s gardens, life-size rabbits, 
squirrels, frogs and even alligators and birds are 
among the iron guests. Many were made years 
ago and have survived with just a little loss of 
paint. A vintage rabbit or squirrel can cost from 
$50 to $200 today, and a three-tier iron fountain 
with a bird pedestal and leafy edges costs $3,000. 
Look in backyards when you go to a house sale. 
You might find a garden figure no one noticed.

Q: I have four cafe chairs, each with a paper la-
bel that says “Jacob Josef Kohn & Mundus.” The 
backs have a bentwood frame with three horizon-
tal slats. Can you tell me age and value?

A: Your chairs were made after 1914, the year 
Mundus, a German chair-manufacturing con-
glomerate, merged with Jacob & Josef Kohn, a 
competitor in Vienna. And they probably were 
made before 1923. Thonet, the company whose 
founder invented the bentwood chair in the 
1830s, merged with Mundus in 1923. Many dif-
ferent styles of bentwood chair-backs have been 
made. If yours are in excellent condition, each 
one would sell for about $100.

Tip: Silver saltshakers should be emptied after 
every use or lined with gold plating to avoid cor-
rosion.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as 
possible through the column. By sending a letter 
with a question, you give full permission for use 
in the column or any other Kovel forum. Write to 
Kovels, (Name of this newspaper), King Features 
Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., New York, NY 10019.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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