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Weathers Chief tapped as interim manager

National Weather Service
Tonight: A chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 41.
North wind 5 to 10 mph becom-
ing east. Chance of precipitation
is 50%.

Friday: A 30 percent chance
of showers, mainly before 8am.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
63. Breezy, with a north wind
between 10 and 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 30 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 40. North wind
5 to 10 mph becoming south.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 77. North wind between 5
and 10 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 44.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 76.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 48.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 80.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 52.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 88.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 54.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 83.

Wednesday: High, 74; Low 46
Precip: Wednesday None
Month: 2.29 inches
Year: 3.96 inches
Normal: ~ 3.98 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 6:59 a.m. 8:27 p.m.
Moon: waning, 0 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Saturday Evening
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consider it, but in all honesty,
what easier fix would we have if
Carolyn would consider helping
us out for a few months.”

Armstrong said that was one
possibility she hadn’t consid-
ered, but instead offered to be
available as a consultant for a
fee, which the council had no
problem with.

Huftles said he thought they
should talk to the range riders
because they can be hired for
a full-time position, but Weber
wondered if that would be worth
the money.

He noted that a range rider
wouldn’t be here for that long
and probably wouldn’t pick up
the job until his time was almost
over. Hutfles said it’s important
to have someone in the office,
though, and these riders seem

like the best option.

Weber then asked if it was pos-
sible for the department heads to
share duties and have Armstrong
help out when they needed it,
but Armstrong said there are is-
sues that go through her office
every day that someone is going
to have to deal with.

“The other thing,” she said,
“is you have a department head I
think that would make an excel-
lent interim city manager.

“I’'m not sure that he’s will-
ing to consider that, but I think
Randy Jones would make an ex-
cellent interim city manager.

“He’s very adept at dealing
with the public, he has a lot of
experience dealing with em-
ployee issues, he has 20-some-
thing, 30-something years of
experience with the city....”

“I’'ll do whatever you ask,”
Jones said.

Voss agreed that Jones would
much better than someone
brought in cold, and Mayor
Gary Adrian offered to come in
and help Jones as well.

A couple of other council
members said if Jones is willing
to do it, they would agree.

Weber said that he was some-
what concerned that promoting
one department head might drive
a wedge between departments.

Technology Director Mike
Albers said he had gone through
something similar, and from his
position as a department head,
he would have no problem with
Jones being the interim man-
ager.

“I don’t think we’d have to
worry about the group,” Albers
said. “The group works very
well together, we communicate
very well together. In some
places, that might be an issue; I

really don’t see that being an is-
sue here.”

Jones said he feels comfort-
able with all the department
heads and he’s not afraid to go
ask them questions or get their
input. Weber said that he would
be fine with Jones as the inter-
im.

Councilman Fred Taylor
asked if Jones would need to
shift something at the police sta-
tion if he feels he needs help, but
Jones said he has a good core of
people working for him, so he’s
not worried about that.

He also said he doesn’t mind
bouncing things off of City At-
torney John Gatz when he needs
to.

The council then made the
motion to appoint Jones as the
interim city manager on Arm-
strong’s retirement and it was
approved unanimously.

Art Walk has talent on view downtown
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sorts. Maps of the event locations will come
with a questionnaire asking people to locate

She added that it was important for artists to

share their work.
“If I stay in my college ...

other display locations.

To make sure people check out all of the
art, Jay has organized a scavenger hunt of

I’m not giving
anything back to the community,”

Attendees will be able to recognize par-
ticipating businesses by looking for a foot-
print sticker with the words “2012 Art Walk
participant” on it. Maps will be available at
participating businesses, the high school,
Bedker and the Cultural Arts Center and

she said.

Kokopelli.

specific pieces. Those who answer the ques-
tions correctly will be entered in a drawing
for a piece made by Jay herself: a hand-tiled
mosaic “A Day in the life of Kokopelli.” The
mosaic depicts the fertility deity common to
southwestern Native American culture.

Jay said she has a certain fondness for

“He’s mischievous and ornery,” she said.
“He’s more of a free spirit.”

The Art Walk will also feature live mu-
sic around downtown and children’s activi-
ties. The college baseball team will be at

the Bedker building to see how hard partici-
pants can throw a baseball, and college art
students will be set up downtown to do free
caricature drawings.

Those who need transportation can catch
a shuttle bus at the Scale House. Sunflower
Bank, the college campus and Colby High.
The buses will pick up and drop off people
at all of those locations.

Jay said that she envisions the Art Walk

as a marquee event for Colby, even if she
won’t always be the one to plan it.

“I would like it to be something that’s
rooted to the area,” she said, adding that she
will be planning next year’s Art Walk.

300 kids, parents march to schools for event
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more than 300 people, stretched
out over three blocks and filled
the sidewalks, said Carmichael.

Once at school, grade school-

ers gathered in the gym for a
presentation by Carmichael,
who expressed her excitement
about the turnout and reminded
students of the importance of
staying physically active.

Safe Routes plans a Bike to
School Day event on Wednes-
day, May 9, said Carmichael.
Students can bike from home
and meet at the school play-
ground, where they will have a

chance to win a free bike hel-
met.

For questions, call Carmichael
at (785) 465-9103.

Area Democrats gather to choose nearly 500 delegates
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she is interested in running to be a national

the delegate-selection process and results of
a communication study the party has been
conducting. In the letter, Wagnon said inde-
pendents and moderate Republicans agree
with Democrats about issues including pro-
tecting public education, creating quality
jobs and for everyone to pay their fair share

in taxes.

Catherine Jenkins, a senior at Wallace
County High School in Sharon Springs, said

delegate to attend the convention in Char-
lotte in September. She said she became
interested in Democratic politics when she
attended the caucus four years ago with her
mother, Etta Walker. Walker was elected as
a 1st District delegate to the convention in
Denver as a Clinton delegate.

Kansas Democrats use a proportional
representation system based on the results
of the caucus for apportioning delegates
to the National Convention. They select a 9.

ternates.

grand total of 53 delegates comprising 33
Congressional District-level delegates, 11
at-large delegates and five pledged PLEO
delegates. Kansas also had four at-large al-

Democrats who did not attend Saturday’s
caucus have a chance to be selected as at-
large national delegates, Wagnon said. They
need to file a statement of candidacy with
the state party by Monday, May 21, and at-
tend the state convention on Saturday, June

Kansas jail escape starts wide manhunt for three inmates
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turn himself in.

The escaped inmates stole at
least two vehicles near the coun-
ty jail, Highway Patrol spokes-
man Ben Gardner said. But the

two remaining escapees might
not be traveling together.

Hovey said Wade told North
Platte police: “They all went in
separate directions after they got
out.”

The armed with

inmates,
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homemade knives, overpow-
ered guards at the Kansas jail
after complaining about a bro-
ken water line in the holding
cell area, Ottawa County Sheriff
Keith Coleman told The Salina
Journal.

Coleman, who didn’t respond
to a phone call by the Associat-
ed Press today, said the inmates
were able to open the cell doors
and make their way outside. The
guards suffered only minor inju-
ries.
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Brieflyy
Two dogs at clinic

looking for good homes

Colby Animal Clinic has two dogs ea-
ger for adoption. One is an intact male
1-to-1 1/2-year-old silver Weimaraner.
The other is an intact male 2-year-old
pug mix, black and tan. Lost or strayed
animals are often brought to the clinic.
Call or stop by 810 E. Fourth St. All ani-
mals have current shots, and costs are
minimal. For questions, call 460-8621.

K-18 Baseball team
plans sighup meeting

The a signup and informational meet-
ing for the Colby K-18 baseball team
will begin at 7 p.m. Friday at the Legion
Field at the Colby Recreation baseball
fields. For information, contact Brian
Quagliano at 443-0226. The team is for
boys 13 to 15 as of July 31.

Senior safe driver class
scheduled at Red Barn

The Red Barn Senior Center in Rex-
ford will offer an American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons Driver Safety
Program from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday,
limited to 25 people. Register by calling
Jolene Hansen at (785) 687-2220.

City to start separate

pickup for clippings

The City of Colby will start separating
grass from household trash on Monday.
Leave your grass clippings unbagged in
a tipper can marked “Grass,” and have
cans to the curb by 8 a.m. on your trash
day. For information, call Anita Powell
at Public Works, (785) 460-4420.

Firm to explain system

for tracking projects

At a public webinar at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Thomas County Of-
fice Complex, representatives of Com-
puter Information Concepts will explain
the firm’s software to track Neighbor-
hood Revitalization Plan projects and
how it can be integrated into a budget.
For information, call Christy Rocca, di-
rector of the Thomas County Economic
Development Alliance, at 460-4511.

City to preview video

Wednesday at City Hall

The City of Colby have a preview of
the “Earth Quest USA” video, which
features the Take Charge Challenge, at
4 p.m. Wednesday in the council cham-
bers at City Hall. Everyone is invited.
The full program will be shown on PBS
on Sunday, May 6. For questions, call
the city manager’s office 460-4410.

Prairie Museum

features art club’s work
The Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory has a free exhibit by members of
the High Plains Art Club through May.
Works include oils, acrylics, watercol-
ors, mixed media and ceramics and sub-
jects range from landscapes to portraits
to flowers. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday to Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday. Call Ann Miner at the
museum, 460-4590, for information.
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