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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 5/03

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 5/02

The One That Got Away
Some plays go very much against the grain, but 

that is not a good reason for failing to make them 
when the occasion calls for it. Consider this deal 
where West leads a diamond to East’s ace and 
East returns the queen of diamonds.

Let’s assume South covers with the king, 
ruffed by West, and that a heart is returned. There 
is nothing South can do now to save the contract, 
and he eventually loses two more diamond tricks 
to go down one.

Yet the contract is as cold as a mackerel if de-
clarer, aware that the opening lead might be a sin-
gleton, takes steps to guard against that possibil-
ity. All he has to do to ensure 10 tricks is to play 
low from his hand on the queen of diamonds!

True, this is an unnatural play, but it is the right 
thing to do because it guarantees the contract 
against everything short of a volcanic eruption. 
There is a substantial danger that West may have 
a singleton diamond, and the advantage of duck-
ing the diamond queen at trick two becomes ap-
parent once declarer stops to think about it.

After the queen of diamonds wins, East cannot 
do any harm to declarer, even if he next plays 
the jack of diamonds, which South also ducks. In 
that case, West would score a trump trick, but that 
would be the last trick for the defense. 

The virtue of ducking the queen of diamonds 
at trick two can be more readily appreciated if 
South realizes that he is looking at 10 tricks -- 
six spades, two hearts, a club and the king of 
diamonds -- after East wins the opening diamond 
lead with the ace. All declarer has to do is to make 
sure that the king of diamonds doesn’t get taken 
away from him at trick two. Ducking the queen 
of diamonds, and ducking the next diamond if 
necessary, assures that that will not happen.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I’m trying to find information about my 
five-foot Col. Sanders metal weather vane. I was 
in a crew which remodeled a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken restaurant in Miami in 1980. The weath-
er vane was going to be trashed, so I took it home 
and stored it in my garage. A full figure of Col. 
Sanders holding his cane up in the air, it must 
have stood on top of the restaurant for about 20 
years. What is it worth? How should I sell it?

A: Harland Sanders (1890-1980) opened his 
first restaurant in Corbin, Ky., in 1930. The first 
Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise opened in 
1952; there were 600 by 1964. We have seen Col. 
Sanders weather vanes for sale for about $500, 
but a few have sold at auction for $1,000 or more. 
Price depends on where and how you sell it, and 
on condition. If your weather vane is not rusty or 
faded, contact an auction that specializes in ad-
vertising. You will have to pay a commission.

Q: We’re moving and have a collection of 
old pictures in frames that my great-grandfather 
bought at a barn sale in the 1950s. One is a print 
of cattle and ducks signed by James M. Hart. 
Under his signature are the words “copyrighted 
1899 by James M. Hart.” There are some brown 
stains in the corner. Is it worth anything?

A: James McDougal Hart was born in Scotland 
in 1828. His family immigrated to Albany, N.Y., 
in 1830. Hart started out as a sign painter’s ap-
prentice, then studied art in Germany. In 1854 
he opened a studio in Albany. Hart died in 1901. 
Several of his works are in museums. 

The brown stains on your print, called “foxing,” 
can be caused by deterioration due to age or ex-
posure to heat, cold or humidity. Some oil paint-
ings by James M. Hart sell for several thousand 
dollars. But his prints, in perfect condition, sell 
for just a few hundred dollars. Your print would 
be difficult to sell since it is in poor condition.

Q: In the late 1800s, my great-grandfather 
owned a tinware company in Cleveland called 
Mannen & Esterly Co. I have tried to gather in-
formation about the company. As for its products, 
I have only found a few painted tea boxes. 

A: John E. Mannen is listed in the 1886 Cleve-
land city directory as a tinsmith. In 1894-95, his 
business is listed as “stoves.” 

Mannen and Willis M. Esterly were granted a 
patent for a “clothes dryer for laundries” in 1903 
and another for a “heating apparatus” in 1904. By 
1909 the company advertised sheet-metal goods, 
plain and decorated cans, japanning, “Manest” 
laundry dryers, “Manest” natural gas furnaces, 
dust separators, and exhaust and blow pipework. 
By 1919 the name of the business became “John 
E. Mannen Co., successor to Mannen & Esterly.” 
That company made Dri-Rite laundry dryers and 
Age-Gar garage heaters. By 1936 John Mannen 
is listed as president of the Metal Fabricating 
Corp., founded in 1932 and still in business in 
Cleveland. Since most Mannen & Esterly prod-
ucts were large appliances, you won’t find much 
to collect other than the tin containers you have 
already found. 

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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