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Dear Heloise: To lessen the cooking time for
Brussels sprouts, I slice an “X” into the root end

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

~ of each sprout. As I do this, I give the knife a
DENYE? UASZE J HV?/ VAVNYogA'.‘NE'?HgS‘E:T Ygg,g:axlv A'ig“ little twist. You can hear the leaves in the core
flAMERPLLATES gl'lCK WITH S TRVING TO GET tear apart just a bit. This gives the hard core of Jeee
§ NAME?2 M each sprout more exposure to the boiling water. — 52t R rasres syn 2N
e ORE RESPECT www.familycircus.com \QA»

Dana F., Spokane, Wash.

Dana, fresh brussels sprouts are tasty! This is
the recommended way to prepare sprouts before
cooking because the leaves tend to cook faster.
Cutting the core helps it cook more evenly with
the leaves, but don’t overcook sprouts! — Heloise

“I know it’s important to recycle, but
shouldn’t | finish drinking it first?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green

©2012 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise 9 3 8 5
P.O. Box 795000 7 9 .
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000 =
Blondie ® Chic Youn E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com 2 5 32
ic Young TESTING BAKING POWDER 5
WHAT'S CONGRATULATIONS! | [ SO THIS IS | EXACTLY! OBVIOUSLY, | |I'M ALMOST AFRAID TO ASK WHAT Dear Readers: Baking powder usually lasts six 7 4 g
THIS YOU'RE THE VERY FIRST 3 A FIRST- IT'S A LITTLE PRICIER MAKES IT months to a year after being opened. However, E
SIGN ALL CUSTOMER TO BE | ;[ CLASS THAN THE OTHER| | PRICIER : S g : o
SEATED IN THE NEW | ¢ SEATS, BUT WELL I‘EéNGGE ?%y When in doubt about whether it is still active, do 8 2 &
FIRST-CLASS | & TROMBONE this quick and easy test. z
< 2 Take 1 teaspoon of baking powder and place it 4 9 6 7 1 5 z
3 in a cup of hot water. If the baking powder starts 4
: to bubble, you will know that it is still good to | 1 5 3 6 |2
use! — Heloise £
SIFTING FLOUR 3 6 9 4 E
H Dear Heloise: I have been sifting a 5-pound 8
é: bag of flour and returning it to a canister or the 6 5 3 2 ©
aff bag all at one time. This saves a step when bak- Difficulty Level % % % 6/06
3 ing. —Ellen in Florida . This is a logic-based num- |1/4|6]2/3/7|5/9|8
. Ellen, a great way to think ahead. However, ber placement puzzle. 9|7/8|1/6(5(3|4|2|:
Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne most all-purpose ﬂqurs manufactured today are 7y, goal is to enter anum- 1315214181917 1 6|
sifted before packaging. But once brought home, : . . 416/7|5/1/2]9|8|3
72 ber,1-9,ineachcellinwhich
T DON'T sllPPosE You the flour may have condensed or settled, and if v .0 corumn and 3x3 2121 51317/81116/4
KNOW THE HUN WoRrp so, it will need to be sifted again. recionmust containonly one 8/3/116/9/4|2/5/7
FOR \SURRENDER’? You have to read the recipe carefully, because inft ance of each num el:val 5|8/317/4/116/2/9
if it says “I cup sifted flour,” then the flour needs 1y . <11 1i0n 1o the la.st g ; g g g 2 i ; ? :
to be sifted before measuring. However, if the . . 1=
) . Sudoku puzzle is at right.
recipe says “1 cup flour, sifted,” then the flour
is sifted after measuring. You sift flour to get out
any lumps and aerate it. Aerating dry ingredients, rlrp 9
like flour, helps them accept liquids more easily C toq’ulp

and evenly. — Heloise
FREEZING CELERY
Dear Heloise: I have learned celery can be fro-
zen. This is good for soups and stews, although I
have put it in my turkey stuffing, too. I place the
stalks in the blender with water, chop, then drain.
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