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Summer stars are different

Like many avocations, stargazing can
be a year-round activity as any clear night
offers interesting things to see. Regard-
less of the season, there will always be
stars and constellations, and often the
Moon and one or more planets.

Yet the seasons do affect stargazing, no-
tably summer versus winter. An obvious
difference relates to what’s available for
viewing, since winter and summer night
skies feature different constellations.

But first, consider other seasonal differ-
ences. Being a cold weather wimp, I con-
fess to preferring summer stargazing. No
matter how lovely the winter might be,
[ can’t enjoy viewing it if I'm shivering
and my feet and hands are aching cold —
so I much prefer warmer weather.

There are, however, some disadvantag-
es to summer stargazing, like summer’s
later sunsets and earlier sunrises which
make for shorter nights. While winter
nights offer upwards of 14 hours of dark-
ness (at our latitudes), summer nights can
be as short as 10 hours. And there’s the
inconvenience of darkness coming so late
in the summer. With daylight saving time,
summer star parties can’t get going good
before 10 p.m., and that’s kind of late for
kids and old codgers like me.

And then there are the critters — espe-
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but he was rattled by the experience.
We’ve also encountered skunks and
other critters.
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cially mosquitoes. You’ll want bug spray,
but be careful how you use it at star par-
ties. Never apply spray around telescopes
or binoculars as the chemicals can dam-
age the optics.

Snakes and other animals are more ac-
tive in the summer, so if you’re stargaz-
ing in a grassy area, be aware. I’ve never
encountered a snake while observing, and
hope I never do, but a stargazing buddy,
Willie Strickland, had a startling encoun-
ter at our astronomy club’s observatory.

As he was about to unlock the observa-
tory door in the dark, he dimly saw some-
thing that made him step back. With his
flashlight, he saw a long snake climbing
up the door casing on its way to devour-
ing some bird eggs. In our desire to live
compatibly with nature, we had left un-
disturbed a bird nest in the entrance way,
not being aware of its attractiveness to
snakes. Fortunately, Willie wasn’t bitten,

In far west Texas, the Davis Moun-
tains and Big Bend National Park are
famous for dark skies, making them
popular for stargazers. There are po-
tentially hazardous inhabitants, such
as black bears, but they are generally
people-shy and rarely seen.
But enough of these earthly matters —
let’s look at the summer sky. As Earth or-
bits the Sun, the night sky changes with
the seasons as different parts are visible at
different times of the year — the key words
here being “night sky.” Every day of the
year, all the stars ever visible from any
given location come into the sky — some
are up at night and can be seen, while the
rest are up during day but hidden by sun-
light. So when we speak of the summer
sky, we mean that part of the sky that’s up
during the early evenings of summer.

The Milky Way, the galaxy of which
we are a part, stretches all the way around
the night sky, so part of it is up every
night of the year — but the summer sky
gets the brightest part. Galaxies are huge
disc-shaped clusterings of billions of stars
swirling around a central bulge where
stars are far more concentrated.
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The Milky Way’s center happens to
be in the heart of the summer sky, in the
direction of Sagittarius and Scorpius, the
signature constellations of summer. Al-
though intervening cosmic dust and gases
prevent our actually seeing into the heart
of the galaxy, it is still the brightest and
most star-rich area of the Milky Way.
Hundreds of globular clusters, special
type of star clusters akin to mini-galaxies,
swarm around the Milky Way’s central
bulge, thus most of them are also seen in
the summer sky.

But while the summer sky has the bet-
ter Milky Way, the winter sky has a great-

er concentration of the brightest, first
magnitude stars. Sagittarius and Scorpius
have but one first magnitude star between
them, and the entire summer sky has just
seven. The winter sky has nine first mag-
nitude stars, seven within the Great Win-
ter Arc Region. The winter sky also con-
tains Sirius and Canopus, the night sky’s
two brightest stars.

There are other seasonal differences,
but it should be clear that the seasons are
not the same when it comes to stargaz-
ing.

Paul Derrick can be reached at paul-
derrickwaco@aol.com.
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mart. Minimal damage,

private

north of airport.

2:38 p.m. — Helped motorist at
I-70 mile 53 westbound.

Starts Tuesday, June 12%*

Thursday

9:06 a.m. — Caller reported
vehicle blocking alley entrance
at 1175 W. Seventh. Owner not
found, will check back.

9:40 a.m. — Chief requested offi-
cer at Fike Park about the gazebo.
Report filed.

11 a.m. — Trailer recovered in
Russell County; cleared from Na-
tional Crime Information Center.

property, no report.

3 p.m. — Checked hitchhiker at
Walmart.

3:03 p.m. — Caller reported sto-
len bike. Report filed.

8:30 p.m. — Officer spoke with
subject about riding all-terrain ve-
hicle on city streets.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Thursday

11:04 a.m. — Brought inmate
from Rice County to Colby.

12:16 p.m. — Caller reported
someone stealing bales on County
Rd. 15 south of his feedlot. Spoke
to reporting party, said he would
handle it himself.

1 p.m. — Helped High Plains
Mental Health with tele-confer-
ence.

1:56 p.m. — Booked Ladana

3 p.m. — Report filed for lost
tag.

5:57 p.m. — Helped Colby Fire
Department on fire northwest of
Colby.

11:17 p.m. — Caller reported
possible subject in barn in the 200
block of County Rd. G. Every-
thing OK.

12:48 p.m. — Accident at Wal- 10:50 a.m. — Stalled vehicle

" Boys Are Back In Town |

Late Model Races

Bring Dad Out!!!
o Thomas County Fairgrounds

Sunday, June 17
| Hot Laps « 5 p.m. Races ¢ 6 p.m.

For more information please visit our Facebook
|| page or website at thomascountyspeedway.com| |
Tech or Rules Info: Jeff at 785-443-0284

Boleware.

‘OPENING
Wednesday, June 13th« 3-7np.m.
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Door Prizes « Free Yogurt

McCarty Dairy

2231 Co Rd 31 « Rexford KS
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suy One Get One
Free Sale

Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Bedding Plants,
Hanging Baskets, Planters and More!
Buy 1! plant at regular price,
get 2" plant of equal or
lesser value FREE!

If it’s growing, it’s on sale!

Sale Starts Tuesday, June 12t

Buy One Get One Free

We will open at Noon on Tuesday

GOLDEN PLAINS GARDEN

CENTER & GREENHOUSE

WE DON’T JUST SELL PLANTS, WE GROW THEM
1140 Plains Ave. * Colby * 785-462-7528

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!
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. Stopby! |

Call today to see how | make insurance simple
and can help you protect what matters most.
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance

David Browne lll

550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388
www.agentdavidbrowne.com

e Investments

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services PC026-ML-BC (2-12)

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

CCenoomw Lur

=T GoLr Courst & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

BUSINESSIDIRECGITIORY]

» To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call

Sharon or Kathryn today
ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
RESIDENTIAL 785-462-6642 COMMERCIAL
Heritage Shingles EPDM Rubber

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating
WHO YA GONNA CALL?
NEW SYSTEM

PROI;“ESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
7 (800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residentia!,o Free Estimates

785-462-3963

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
s CLUTTER

Mobile Home
taking over your life? Lots for Rent
$175 Month

(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application

| can ORGANIZE your

- Home Friendly Acres
. Office Mobile Home Park
. Business 1150 S. Franklin, Colby
Call 785-462-6445
@‘@. where everything
SR hasaspot Dr. Tom Barlow
FREE (onsuliations DENTIST
®-Clutter Bug 785-460-7538

620-872-4761
Barbi Winderlin

Professional Organizer

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

THOMAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage

provide all your insurance needs: and customer
service contact me!

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
e Inland Marine, Builders Risk

¢ Auto Service Shops

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

 Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

4
Baalmann Mortuary

190 S. Franklin * P.O. Box 391 * Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families”

* Funeral & Cremation Services
* Monuments & Prearrangements

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored/

Live at the resort in your
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$495 monthly rent - includes

: water, sewer and electric.
Hot tub, clean restrooms, Propane available, clubhouse and laundry room.
We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.
High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!
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Exit70 170
Oakley Kan:




