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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 6/14

Dear Heloise: I recently went on vacation to 
Hawaii, an 18-hour plane/ airport trip for me. Be-
cause I have trouble with my back when sitting 
for long periods, I decided to try heat packs on 
the trip. I bought a package that lasts for eight 
hours and put it on my back for the last/longest 
leg of the trip, and I had no pain problem on the 
trip or when I arrived!

I took the same thing in my luggage for my 
return trip. Not only did my back not “freeze up” 
on me, but my body stayed warmer on the plane! 
– M.B. in Florida

As a “road warrior” myself, I think your hint is 
super. A Transportation Security Administration 
agent said that yes, these heat wraps are permit-
ted in carry-on and checked luggage. They sug-
gest waiting to apply the patch until after you go 
through security. If you are wearing the patch and 
go through the advanced imaging, it could show 
as an anomaly, which might lead to a pat-down. 
Happy flying! – Heloise 

P.S.: Visit my website, www.Heloise.com, for 
links to my Facebook and Twitter pages – hints, 
fun facts and more! Come see photos and check 
out what’s happening.

FATHER’S DAY
Dear Heloise: The kids have a hard time com-

ing up with gifts for their dad on Father’s Day. 
They get tired of always giving him ties and 
shirts. This year we came up with an alternative. 
Each child gave him an IOU for things like wash-
ing his truck and raking leaves. It is a great way 
to get the kids involved around the house, and 
Dad sure does appreciate the help! – Claire in 
Florida

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise @ Heloise.com     

COMPUTER HINT
Dear Readers: Do you have a million files and 

documents on your computer and have a hard 
time finding things when you need them? Here 
is an organization hint for your computer: Create 
folders. When in the documents library, for ex-
ample, you can create subfolders for things like 
“important documents,” “work documents,” “trip 
information,” etc. That way, you only have to go 
looking in one folder. 

Here’s how to do it: 
1. Go to Start (usually in lower left-hand cor-

ner) and click on “Computer.” 
2. Double click on one of your libraries (docu-

ments, for example), usually located on the left-
hand side of screen.

3. At the top of the screen, click on “New Fold-
er.”

4. A new folder will appear, which you can title 
whatever you want.

5. Once created, click and drag files into that 
new folder.

Hope this handy hint helps! – Heloise
(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Heat packs help
make flight right

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/15

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three notrump. This is clearly a game-go-

ing hand, since you have an opening bid facing 
an opening bid. The only question at this point 
is whether the best contract lies in spades or 
notrump. Having already told partner about your 
spades, you should now suggest game in notrump 
as a possible alternative.

Partner might have a relatively balanced hand 
and only three spades, in which case he will pass 
three notrump. With a hand better suited for 
trump play, he will retreat to four spades.

2. Four spades. Standing by itself, this hand 
would not rank as an opening bid, but it quickly 
assumes that status the moment the spade fit is 
discovered. In fact, this hand – with only 11 high-
card points – probably offers a better chance for 
game than the preceding one with 14 high-card 
points. Distributional values and suit fits are of-
ten more important than high-card points.

3. Three spades. There’s no way of knowing 
at this point whether or not you have a game 
in spades. So you ask partner, by bidding three 
spades, whether he has a maximum or a mini-
mum for his first two bids. If he has a minimum 
(13 points), he passes; if he has extra values (a 
good 14 to 15 points), he carries on to game. 

Thus, partner would pass three spades with             
, 

but would raise to four spades with the same hand 
if the queen of clubs were the ace.

4. Three hearts. Even though you have only 11 
high-card points and partner has only a minimum 
opening bid, you should give thought to the pos-
sibility of a slam. Very heavy weight must be ac-
corded your seven-card suit and singleton club. 
Partner might have either of these two hands, or 

 

maximum values by jumping to four spades with 
the first hand or by cuebidding four clubs with 
the second hand. In both cases, after using Black-
wood to make sure that partner has at least two 
aces, you could confidently bid six spades.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise


