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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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® Hints from
Heloise

Grill brush

poses problems

Dear Readers: Before you start grilling this
summer, be aware that there is a potential danger
that you may not know about: the wire bristles on
the brush used to clean your grill.

There have been many cases throughout the
years of patients who found out that they had ac-
cidentally eaten wire bristles from the grill brush-
es along with the meat they ate. They were com-
plaining about abdominal pain and pain when
swallowing. X-rays and CT scans found small
pieces of wire in their throats or abdomens.

There are things you can do, though, to prevent
this. After cleaning your grill with a wire brush,
wipe down the grill with a wet paper towel to
make sure no wire pieces are left. Also, consider
alternative cleaning tools. There are nylon scrub-
bers and grill “stones” made of recycled materi-
als that you can use instead of brushes. So, fire
up the grill, and enjoy your outdoor family time!
— Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Fax: 210-HELOISE

E-mail: Heloise @ Heloise.com

DINNER SHORTCUT

Dear Heloise: My family members come home
for dinner at different times. They love spaghetti
meals. Due to busy schedules, they want to be
served quickly. So, ahead of time I cook a big
batch of spaghetti, rinse well with cold water and
insert a portion into a small, freezer-safe, plastic
bag and put into the freezer.

When ready for dinner, I take out a bag, empty
it into a colander and rinse with hot water. This
will defrost and warm the spaghetti immediately.
I pour the spaghetti sauce over it, and presto —
ready to enjoy! — Ginny in Heber Springs, Ark.

Ginny, what a great dinner solution for today’s
busy families! — Heloise

CONDIMENT SUBSTITUTE

Dear Heloise: Try hummus when making a
sandwich as a substitute for mayonnaise. Fewer
calories and healthier! — Glenna H., via email

I love hummus as a snack with different veg-
etables and as a sandwich spread, too!

Hummus, for those who don’t know, is ground
chickpeas. The chickpeas (also known as gar-
banzo beans) are mixed with olive oil, garlic and
other spices to make a tasty dip. They are high
in fiber and protein, and many use hummus as a
meat substitute. You can enjoy it with vegetables,
chips, pita bread or, now, try it on a sandwich! —
Heloise

YOGURT HINT

Dear Heloise: Here’s a hint I use in the morn-
ings. I wanted cereal, but I had no milk, so I
thought about my yogurt. All I do is put enough
yogurt in a bowl, then add cereal. For an extra
treat, I slice bananas, strawberries and blueber-
ries. — Karen M., Hazleton, Pa.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
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WEST EAST
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Q
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The bidding:
North East South  West
1 & 1e 19 Pass
1 & Pass 3 Pass
39 Pass 49

Opening lead — eight of diamonds.

The Secret of Good Defense

It is extremely difficult to defend well at all
times, yet in most deals the winning line of de-
fense, if there is one, can be found — provided
there’s a strong-enough will to find it.

Take this case, which illustrates how a deter-
mined defender pursues his task. West leads what
is obviously his highest diamond, won by East
with the ace, and the question is what East should
play next.

Since he has only two defensive tricks himself,
all of East’s thoughts should be directed toward
hands his partner might have that could produce
two more tricks. Practically all such hands re-
quire West to have a trump holding of A-x-x or
K-x-x, so East should assume that his partner has
one of these holdings.

This assumption, however, leads to only three
tricks, so East’s next step is to start looking for a
means of acquiring a fourth trick. Given South’s
jump to three clubs at his second turn, it seems
certain that he must hold either four or five clubs,
which in turn means that West must have either
one or two clubs.

Once East gets this far, all that remains is to
try to pinpoint West’s actual club holding. East
resolves this question by assuming that if West
had the A-x-x or K-x-x of trumps and also had a
singleton club, he would surely have led a club
originally rather than a diamond. East therefore
concludes that West started with a doubleton
club.

Accordingly, East returns a low club at trick
two! No matter how South proceeds from this
point on, he can no longer make the contract.
As soon as West gains the lead with his king of
trumps, he returns a club to East’s ace and ruffs
the next club to put the contract down one.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“Jeffy forgot to add milk! Is he
allowed to eat his cereal raw?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
region must contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip:

PRODUCT THEY

SHOULD SELL FOR PET CATS WHO REALLY LIKE
WALKING IN SPARKLY STUFF: KITTY GLITTER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals E

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 35 Quite 57 Actress 11 Catch

1 Birthright some Daly sight of
barterer time 58 Hearty 16 Frog’s

5 Shade 36 Intoxi- brew cousin
provider cated 59 Melody 20 They (Fr.)

8 Agree 38 Pitching 23 Anti-

12 Money stat DOWN quated

13 “The 40 Siesta 1 “Zounds!” 24 Football
Raven” 41 Mid- 2 Big rig fill
writer month 3 Goya’s 25 Realiza-

14 Quite date “Duchess tion
some 43 Conclu- of —7 27 Spelling
time sion 4 Function- contest

15 Desire 45 Electricity al 29 “CSI”
for problem 5 Pithy evidence
success 47 Begins piece 30 Kreskin’s

17 Break 51 Not “fer” of wit skill
suddenly 52 Docu- 6 Privy 32 Slowish

18 Actors’ ment with 7 Repairs in music
lines many sig- 8 Flower 34 Emulate

19 Pattern- natures, used to Gorgeous
ed maybe flavor George
cotton 54 Coin tea 37 Small
fabric aperture 9 Car barrel

21 Corn 55 Ailing starter 39 Con
spike 56 Beige 10 Throb 42 Bygone
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feature ATMTA F hue
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