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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 6/21

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 6/20

It Pays to be Pessimistic
When declarer is confronted with what appears 

to be a laydown contract, his first obligation is to 
ask himself, “What can defeat me?” The failure 
to ask this one simple question has been respon-
sible for the demise of many a makable hand. 

Consider today’s deal where South was in six 
diamonds and West led the queen of clubs. De-
clarer won with the ace and promptly played the 
king, ruffed by East. East returned a trump, and 
South found himself fighting a losing battle. 

He won the trump in his hand, ruffed a club 
with the diamond king and discarded another 
club on the heart ace. But South had no place to 
put his remaining small club, and he eventually 
went down one. 

Declarer was very unlucky to run into a 5-1 
club division, but if he had taken this possibility 
into account and sought a means to deal with it, 
he might have found the way to assure the con-
tract. 

South can see that the slam is sure to make if 
the adverse clubs are divided 3-3 or 4-2. He can 
ruff a club with the diamond king in either case, 
guaranteeing at least 12 tricks. 

However, he should also think about the pos-
sibility of a 5-1 club split. Should that division 
exist, the contract is in danger. If declarer tries to 
cash a second high club prior to ruffing a club in 
dummy, an opponent might ruff, as in the actual 
deal. 

To cater to this possibility, as well as the nor-
mal 3-3 and 4-2 breaks, declarer should invoke 
a safety play. Rather than try to cash his second 
high club, he should lead a low one instead! 

West wins the trick but cannot do anything to 
stop the contract. South has only two small clubs 
left, one of which can be trumped with dummy’s 
king while the other can be discarded on the ace 
of hearts.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I have a commemorative silk handker-
chief of the coronation of King George VI, 
given to my mom by her brother years ago. 
It’s off-white with British flags and red polka 
dots along the sides and a picture of the king 
in one corner. The words “H.M. King George 
VI, May 1937” circle his portrait. The edge of 
the 11-inche square handkerchief is blue. The 
movie “The King’s Speech” and the age of my 
handkerchief have made me curious. Does my 
hanky have any value beyond sentimental?

A: Great quantities of commemorative sou-
venir items from the coronations, weddings and 
birthdays of royalty have been made since the 
1800s, most with pictures of the monarchs and 
the date of the commemorated event. 

The movie may have stimulated interest in 
items related to King George VI, but the value of 
your handkerchief has probably not increased. It 
is worth about $30.

Q: I have a table lamp that was given to my 
aunt as a wedding present in 1922. I know it 
was made by the Mosaic Lamp Shade Co. of 
Chicago, but it looks so much like a Tiffany 
that it has been mistakenly appraised as such. 
I hope you can tell me something about the 
company and give me some idea of the value.

A: Lamps with stained glass shades and bronze 
bases were first made by Tiffany in 1899. They 
were so popular that similar lamps were soon be-
ing made by other companies. 

The company that made your lamp was listed 
in the 1910 Chicago city directory as “The Mosa-
ic Shade Co.” It was in business from about 1905 
to 1914. All Tiffany lamps are signed, and Tif-
fany lamps made after 1902 also are marked with 
the model number on the base and shade. Not all 
lamps made by competitors are marked. 

Some lamps made by the Mosaic Shade Co. 
are marked with the name of the company on 
the base. The value of your lamp depends on the 
color and design of the shade, its size and its con-
dition. Your lamp could sell for $2,000 to $3,000, 
if the shade is in good condition.

Q: I have my mother’s copy of the 1915 
“Priscilla Crochet Book.” Would someone be 
interested in buying this?

A: Your book was published by the Priscilla 
Publishing Co. of Boston. Several “Priscilla Cro-
chet” pattern books were published in the early 
1900s. The secret to selling a collectible like 
yours is to reach a wide audience. You are almost 
sure to find someone interested. Several early 
Priscilla pattern books are being offered online 
for $10 to $20. The books have been reprinted.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as 
possible through the column. By sending a let-
ter with a question, you give full permission for 
use. Write to Kovels, (Colby Free Press), King 
Features Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., New York, 
N.Y. 10019.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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Silk hankie
of modest value

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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