
Opinion
Other
Viewpoints    

Volume 123, Number 98    Friday, June 22, 2012

Colby Free Press
155 W. Fifth St.              (USPS 120-920)                (785) 462-3963
Colby, Kan. 67701                                                 fax (785) 462-7749

Send news to: colby.editor @ nwkansas.com
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout,

Columns, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News, Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

Sharon Friedlander - Publisher
sfriedlander @ nwkansas.com

NEWS
News Editor

colby.editor @ nwkansas.com

Kayla Cornett - Sports Reporter
colby.sports @ nwkansas.com

Marian Ballard - Copy Editor
mballard @ nwkansas.com

Christina Beringer - Society Reporter
colby.society @ nwkansas.com

ADVERTISING
colby.ads @ nwkansas.com

Kathryn Ballard
Advertising Representative

kballard @ nwkansas.com

Kylee Hunter - Graphic Design
khunter @ nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Ray Schindler - Office Manager

rschindler @ nwkansas.com

Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator
support @ nwkansas.com

NOR’WEST PRESS
Richard Westfahl - General Manager

Jim Jackson, Jim Bowker, Gary Meyer, Pressmen
Lana Westfahl, Judy McKnight, Kris McCool, Stacy Brashear,

Tracy Traxel, Mailing

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday, except the days observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Nor’West Newspaper, 
155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing offices. 
POSTmASTER: Send address changes  to Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, 
Kan., 67701. 

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 6  p.m. Monday to 
Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.  MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which 
is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news herein. Member Kansas Press 
Association and National Newspaper Association.

 SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby, Thomas County and Oakley: three months $35, 
one year $85. By mail to ZIP Codes beginning with 676 and 677: three months $39, one 
year $95. Elsewhere in the U.S., mailed once per week: three months $39, one year $95. 
Student rate, nine months, in Colby, Thomas County and Oakley, $64; mailed once per 
week elsewhere in the U.S. $72

Mallard
Fillmore
• Bruce 
     Tinsley

Hikes in tuition
cast long shadows

Riding home from Chicago the other night, 
we enjoyed dinner in the diner as we rolled 
along through the corn fields of Illinois and 
Iowa.

One of the quaint customs of dining on the 
train is that unless you have a party of four, 
they seat you with others to fill up the car. We 
wound up across from a couple from Califor-
nia, both born in Vietnam.

Across the aisle were four friends, all chat-
tering away in Vietnamese. Turns out, they 
were all members of the Class of 1978 at Da 
Nang High School, together on a cross-country 
reunion. They’d flown east and been to New 
York and Washington; now they were taking 
the train across the country, soaking up the 
sights of the Heartland.

At their high school, they said, each grade 
had about 800 students and classes averaged 
40 students. They were expected to have a ma-
jor which they would pursue in college.

Three of them had left Vietnam at various 
times; three of them stayed and had flown 
over for this trip. And they were having quite 
a time.

Over dinner, I asked An how long she’d 
been in this country. She said she’d come over 
in 1986 and had gone to college here in electri-
cal engineering. Now she and her husband are 
software engineers for Cisco Systems. 

How did she get here?
“You’ve heard of boat people?” she asked. 

“That’s me.”
She said she’d been lucky. Some boat people 

didn’t make it. Some disappeared at sea. Some 
spent weeks on overcrowded boats and were 
lucky to be fished out in time.

She and her older sister left Vietnam with 
the boat’s owner, who took only his family, 
plus her and her older sister. 

“Sixteen people, that’s all we had,” she 
recalled. “Three days later we were in Thai-
land. We went to a refugee camp. I was very 
lucky.”

The camp was on the beach, she said, and 
that was nice, but the beds were right up against 
each other. Some of the others had been there 
for months; some told terrible stories of their 
escapes.

Officials told her that, since she did not 
know anyone in the U.S. to sponsor her, it 
could be years before she’d be allowed to im-
migrate. They told her she would need to go to 
a new camp in the Philippines, learn English 
and American culture and make herself ready.

“I had to sign a paper,” she said. “I signed.”
The new camp was much nicer, she said, 

even if it wasn’t on the beach. Each family had 
a little house, only five or six people together.

Then, after a few weeks, the news spread 
that President Carter had relaxed the quota re-
strictions on Vietnamese immigrants. They’d 
be able to go to the U.S. 

“The whole camp stayed up late that night,” 
she said.

She and her sister located a distant aunt in 
Tulsa who would sponsor them. They flew to 
Oklahoma. In the summer when they arrived, 
it was hot, but in the winter, the cold was too 
much. A friend told them about California, and 
a few weeks later, they were on a Greyhound 
bus bound for the Golden State.

There they went to a community college, 
then the University of California at Davis. She 
met her husband and got into computers. She 
still thinks she has been lucky, even if Vietnam 
has changed some.

We talked a little about what we’d seen in 
our one trip to Vietnam and the differences 
we saw even today between north and south. 
And the stories our southern friends had told 
of how their families had been persecuted after 
the war.

“You heard true stories,” she said. “You 
heard true stories.”

Today, she and her sisters, all except the 
youngest, live in the U.S. Their parents and the 
younger girl stayed in Vietnam. 

No one said anything about going back.

Steve Haynes is president of Nor’West News-
papers. When he has the time, he’d rather be 
reading a good book or casting a fly.

Chance acquaintances speak of  Vietnam

Last Friday morning, Secretary of Home-
land Security Janet Napolitano announced 
that the Obama administration would grant 
election-year amnesty to certain illegal aliens 
age 16 to 29.

It would apply to those who came here be-
fore the age of 16, have not been convicted of 
any major crimes, are in or have completed 
school or military service and can somehow 
prove they have never returned to their own 
country since coming here. In addition to free-
dom from criminal prosecution for immigra-
tion law violations, the Obama administration 
will allow these illegal aliens permission to 
work in the United States. 

When the 1986 Immigration and Reform 
Control Act gave amnesty to roughly 3 million 
illegal aliens, it also gave the attorney general 
the authority to change the terms of work au-
thorization as he or she sees fit. Since then, the 
Department of Homeland Security secretary 
has assumed that authority. 

I support the HALT Act (HR 2497), which 
would reserve that authority to the elected 
Congress, not a political appointee or the pres-
ident. 

With this election-year amnesty, once again 
the Obama administration has put politics 
ahead of the U.S. Constitution and the execu-
tive branch’s obligation to enforce the law 
evenly and across the board. 

And, with this ruling, the Obama adminis-
tration has created an enforcement nightmare 
by design. How and to what extent can agents 
determine the actual fulfillment of the eligibil-
ity criteria?

The terms of this arrangement say that an el-
igible person cannot have committed a crime. 
However, entering the country through nonle-
gal means, overstaying a visa or using fraudu-
lent documents like fake Social Security cards 
or birth certificates are all crimes. Yet, many 
people eligible for this amnesty will not have a 

charge or conviction for any of these crimes.
Our nation is a nation of laws, yet Secre-

tary Napolitano said immigration laws are not 
supposed to be “blindly enforced.” Ironically, 
America is an attractive place to live, work and 
raise a family because the rule of law protects 
the freedoms to do all of that. Yet, undermin-
ing the rule of law is exactly what the Obama 
administration does with this new order.

We already have millions of people who are 
out of work, and now President Obama wants 
to make more people legally eligible to work? 
One out of two recent college graduates are 
unemployed or underemployed and more than 
70 percent of teenagers are without summer 
jobs. Certainly America is about opportunity, 
but not when the law has been broken and ex-
ploited by those illegally in this country.

President Obama’s announcement shows 
only crass election-year politics, not any con-
cern for the responsibilities and duties – as 
well as limitations – of his office.

Congressman Tim Huelskamp of Fowler 
represents the First District of Kansas. He 
serves on the Veterans’ Affairs, Budget, and 
Agriculture Committees.

The Kansas Board of Regents needs to exercise caution this 
week as it again raises tuition and fees at the state universi-
ties – and to recognize that this annual ritual results in higher 
student debt loads and probably puts college out of reach for 
some Kansas families.

At their meeting Wednesday and Thursday in Topeka, the 
regents are considering proposed hikes across the six state uni-
versities, including 5.5 percent at Kansas State University, 5.1 
percent at the University of Kansas and 4 percent at Wichita 
State University.

As university officials made their pitches to the regents last 
month, several argued the increases were needed for faculty 
and staff raises, and especially to help the institutions reward 
and retain high-performing professors. Higher costs of benefits 
and utilities are driving the hikes, too, which traditionally are 
accompanied by more efforts to help low-income students af-
ford tuition.

And since 2008, KU chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little re-
cently told The Eagle editorial board, KU has seen a roughly 
20 percent decrease in state funding. The percentage of uni-
versities’ budgets that came from the state was as much as 49 
percent in 1985; it’s now about 22 to 24 percent.

As the state pays less, universities turn to students to pay 
more – even as institutions work harder to raise private dollars, 
as KU is doing with its $1.2 billion capital campaign.

Kansas is not alone in squeezing public universities and their 
students harder every year. Last year 40 percent of states re-
duced spending on higher education, exacerbating the tuition 
hikes. And according to the College Board, between 2001-02 
and 2011-12, in-state tuition and fees at public, four-year col-
leges increased an average of 5.6 percent each year, compared 
with 3.2 percent annually during the 1990s and 4.5 percent 
annually during the 1980s.

Unfortunately, it follows that the nation’s total student debt 
now exceeds its credit-card debt.

It’s a further worry that Republicans and Democrats in Con-
gress have yet to agree on how to cover the $5.9 billion cost of 
keeping interest rates at a low 3.4 percent on new federal stu-
dent loans. A July 1 deadline looms, with the rate set to double 
if Congress doesn’t act.

As they prepare to raise tuition and fees again, Kansas’ re-
gents and university administrators can take some comfort 
in the enrollment numbers; last fall Wichita State surpassed 
15,000 students for the first time in a decade, while Kansas 
State hit a record 23,863.

But the state can’t routinely ask students to pay more and 
more without consequences. As the state’s Council of Faculty 
Senate Presidents told the regents last month in reluctantly ac-
knowledging the need for higher tuition: “Continued tuition 
increases to compensate for insufficient legislative support are 
unsustainable, inconsistent with the public good, and erode ac-
cess to higher education.”

As they tax families’ ability to pay for college, tuition hikes 
also are slowly eroding the state’s ability to say it considers the 
higher education of Kansans to be among the state’s highest 
priorities.

– The Wichita Eagle, via the Associated Press Election-year amnesty: politics over law
We encourage comments on opinions expressed on this page. Mail 

them to the Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701, 
or e-mail colby.editor @ nwkansas.com.  Opinions do not necessar-
ily reflect those of the Free Press, its staff or the owners.
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