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Heat one enemy
for trees and shrubs

The best way a plant owner can
protect trees and shrubs against
heat stress and related injury is to
help the plants do a better job of
cooling themselves.

“The only problem with that is:
Heat isn’t the only problem,” said
Jason Griffin, director of K-State
Research and Extension’s John C.
Pair Horticulture Center.

Temperature does affect almost
every physiological and biochem-
ical process, he said. Each plant
grows best in a particular temper-
ature range. It also has a high and
a low threshold for survival.

But, heat nearly always has part-
ners in crime, Griffin said. Mois-
ture, wind, cloud cover and plant
species can be just as important.
Like heat, all four affect how well
plants’ cooling system works.

“Another factor this year is
that many central U.S. landscape
plants are unusually vulnerable to
any kind of damage,” Griffin said.
“They’re still trying to recover
from 2011’s heat and drought.”

Still, plant owners can take mea-
sures to help ornamentals through
summer’s searing days.

“You can directly affect the
temperature of a plant by shading
it. Obviously, this is a labor-inten-
sive step. But, I’ve seen people
use everything from bed sheets to
screening to umbrellas, in order to
reduce the temperature of leaves.
And, as ridiculous as this sounds

.. it’s worked,” he said.

Misting foliage during the after-
noon can also help.

“Nurseries with overhead irri-
gation sometimes turn on the wa-
ter for 5 minutes per hour through
the day’s peak heat. This lowers
the air temperature surrounding
the plants without overwatering,”
Griffin said.

Monitoring soil moisture is al-
ways a critical step.

“A plant can’t cool itself with-
out adequate soil moisture,” he
said. “At the same time, overwa-
tering can shut down plants’ cool-
ing system.... Not enough and too
much are both bad.”

At the research center Griffin
directs, K-State tests everything
from shade and ornamental trees
to bedding and medicinal plants.

“When seasonal temperatures
rise in Kansas, rain totals tend to
drop,” Griffin said. “Last year,

though, they’d almost disappeared
by August. Plus, the Kansas wind
machine got fired up, drying things
out and reducing our cloud cover.

“That four-part whammy great-
ly reduced plants’ ability to toler-
ate the high temperatures....”

The main way plants cope with
heat is a process called transpira-
tion, he said. Roots absorb wa-
ter from the soil and send it up
through their plant. Some of that
water then evaporates from the
leaves through tiny pores, called
stomata. The evaporating water
cools each leaf much like evapo-
rating sweat cools skin.

Griffin said, however, a variety
of factors can limit or disrupt the
transpiration process.

e Dry soil reduces water and
signals the stomata to close.

* Wind shakes branches and
leaves, causing stomata to close.
Plus, wind blows away the thin
layer of cool air around each leaf
and scatters cloud cover.

* Intense sunlight plays a role in
stomata closure and sends leaves’
internal temperature above the
surrounding air temperature.

“Each of those factors can take
part in a complete breakdown of
leaf cells. We may call the result
‘heat scorch,’” but it’s a lot more
than that,” Griffin said.

Excessive heat makes things
worse by upsetting the normal
functions of internal plant cells.
One of the first processes affected
is photosynthesis — the way the
plants make food.

“Many plants can recover from
this upset overnight,” Griffin said.
“That only happens ... if night-
time temperatures cool off....

“I’'ve  seen well-established,
well-acclimated plants make some
amazing recoveries from extreme
weather events. Hot weather that
hangs on, however, can be ... in-
sidious. Its impacts can build and
then linger. So, you can’t afford to
let things slide when it comes to
helping your most valuable trees
and shrubs....”

For the longer term, he recom-
mended that homeowners shop
for plants with good heat- and
drought-resistance, plus take ad-
vantage of any microclimates in
their yard that could provide wind
and sun protection for more sensi-
tive plants.

Take me
home?

This friendly German
shepherd mix is waiting
for a good home at Col-
by Animal Clinic. He’s
between 2 and 3 years
old. For information, call
the clinic at 460-8621, or
stop by 810 E. Fourth.

SAM DIETER
Colby Free Press

Dogs, dead get election docs

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) — The
voter registration form arrived
in the mail last month with some
key information already filled in:
Rosie Charlston’s name was com-
plete, as was her Seattle address.

Problem is, Rosie was a black
lab who died in 1998.

A group called the Voter Par-
ticipation Center has touted the
distribution of some 5 million reg-
istration forms in recent weeks,
targeting Democratic-leaning vot-
ing blocs such as unmarried wom-
en, blacks, Latinos and young
adults.

But residents and election ad-
ministrators around the country
also have reported a series of bi-
zarre and questionable mailings
addressed to animals, dead people,
noncitizens and people already
registered to vote.

Brenda Charlston wasn’t the
only person to get documents for
her pet: A Virginia man said simi-
lar documents arrived for his dead
dog, Mozart, while a woman in
the state got forms for her cat.

“On a serious note, I think it’s
tampering with our voting sys-
tem,” Charlston said. “They’re
fishing for votes: That’s how I
view it.”

Every presidential election
cycle brings a variety of registra-
tion drives targeting people who
typically are underrepresented at
the polls, and Republicans have
seized on sloppy or questionable

registrations as a sign of potential
fraud on the part of Democrats.

It’s an issue that is particularly
sensitive this year. GOP political
leaders have used fears of fraud to
successfully push laws that could
make voting more difficult by re-
quiring voters to show identifica-
tion. Democrats have fought the
laws, arguing that they can disen-
franchise citizens.

Julie Anderson, auditor in Pierce
County, Wash., estimates that
about two dozen residents have
contacted the county about regis-
tration forms for dead relatives.

Senior Progress Center

Monday there will be a Skip Bo
game to enjoy with friends at the
Senior Progress Center.

Activities for the week: Mon-
day: 10:30 a.m. Skip Bo game.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. exercise; 10:30
a.m. domino game. Wednesday:
cookie day. Thursday: 10 a.m.
exercise; 10:30 a.m. pinochle
game. Friday: 10 a.m. exercise;
10;30 a.m. Wii game.

Menus for the week: Monday:
meat loaf, mashed potatoes, gra-
vy, country-style tomatoes, mixed
fruit. Tuesday: barbecue pork
sandwich, tater triangles, maca-
roni salad with vegetables, canta-
loupe. Wednesday: lasagna, corn,
gelatin with carrots and crushed
pineapple, garlic bread, pudding.
Thursday: hamburger steak,
mushroom gravy, winter mix veg-
etables, peaches, birthday cake.
Friday: chef salad, citrus slices,

cafe crackers, cook’s choice com-
plement.

The Thomas County Nutrition
Center invites anyone 60 and
older to lunch Monday through
Friday at the senior center. Home
delivery is available. A contribu-
tion of $3 per meal is suggested
for seniors, $5.25 for others.

Make reservations at (785) 460-
2901 by noon the day before.

Red Barn |

Thursday and Friday are city-
wide cleanup days in Rexford.

Activities: Monday: 2 p.m
Barnswallows. Wednesday: 1C
a.m. ladies’ Bible study. Thurs-
day: 2 p.m. “Come On Down;
6:30 p.m. spuds ‘n splits. Friday
9:30 a.m. Koffee Klatch; 2:30 p.m
Stitch & Chatter.”

Reward offered for dino

MISSOULA, Mont. (AP) — The
folks at Hi-Noon Petroleum in
Montana have a new way to turn
a dinosaur into gasoline.

They’re offering a $250 gas
card for information leading to
the safe return of Dino, a 12-foot-
long fiberglass Sinclair dinosaur
that disappeared June 21 from the
Crossroads Travel Center west of
Missoula.

“We just wonder what happened
to him,” Hi-Noon marketing man-
ager Earl Allen said Friday. “It’s
a little odd for him to just walk
away.”

The 6-foot tall green dinosaur
sat on a hill overlooking Interstate
90 for at least five years, Allen

Public Notice

The Governing Body of
Brewster Recreation Commission
will meet on July 23, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at 202 Third Street, Brewster, KS for the purpose of
hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of funds.

Detail budget information is available at Brewster USD 314 and will be available at this meeting.

BUDGET SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES

The Proposed Budget Expenditures (below) are the maximum expenditure limits for the budget

year.
Prior Year Current Year Proposed Budget
Actual Estimated Year
Fund 2010/2011 2011/2012 2012-2013

General 17,315 20,400 29,886
Totals 17,315 20,400 29,886
Lease Purchases: 2010 0 0

July 1, | 0 [ 0 [ 0 |

Wayne Luckert

Recreation Commission Secretary

(Published in the Colby Free Press on Friday, July 13, 2012)

said, with occasional appearances
in University of Montana Home-
coming parades.

“That was his home for a num-
ber of years,” Allen said.

Allen said taking the prehistoric
icon would have been a bit of a
project.

“It’s not like you can just throw
him in the back of a pickup,” he
said.

Anyone with information on
Dino’s whereabouts is asked to
call Hi-Noon.

Public Noticé

NOTICE OF HEARING ON
ADOPTION OF NEIGHBORHOOD
REVITALIZATION PLAN
FOR SUMMERS TOWNSHIP

You are hereby advised pursuant to the
provisions of KSA 12-17, 117, a public
hearing will be held at 1267 Hwy 25, Colby,
Thomas County, Kansas, on the 19th
day of July, 2012 at 8:00 o’clock a.m. to
consider whether SUMMERS Township,
Thomas County, Kansas, should adopt
a “Neighborhood Revitalization Plan” for
all of the area and territory lying within
the corporate limits of such township in
Thomas County, Kansas.

The proposed Revitalization Plan is available
for public review and consideration at
the office of Thomas County Economic
Development Alliance, 350 S. Range, Ste.
12, Colby Kansas during the hours of 8:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m.
SUMMERS TOWNSHIP
THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS

BY: Trustee — Craig Reed
ATTEST:
Clerk of SUMMERS TOWNSHIP

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
Friday, July 6, 13, 2012)

David Browne lll
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701
785-462-3388

To have your ad placed
in the Business
Directory call Sharon
or Kathryn today at

462-3963

Auto | Home | Life

Call today to see how | make insurance simple
and can help you protect what matters most.
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

www.agentdavidbrowne.com

Financial Services PC026-ML-BC (2-12)

Insurance

« Investments

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company™**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, |A. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights

SUSINE=ESS DIR=HSTORY

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Corsy

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

- = = = =

155 W. 5th Street * 785.462.3963

“Callusor \
stop by'

NEW SYSTEM

PROI:“ESSIONAL WINDOW CLI?ANING
(800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential} Free Estimates

v
i
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MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
P 9 y P and customer

service contact me!

provide all your insurance needs:

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Inland Marine, Builders Risk
¢ Auto Service Shops

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Commercial Property, Automobiles
e General Liability, Workers Compensation

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home
Lots for Rent
$175 Month

(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application

Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 S. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Dr. Tom Barlow
DENTIST
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

4
Baalmann
190 S. Franklin * P.O. Box 391 * Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families”

e Funeral & Cremation Services
* Monuments & Prearrangements

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored )

Mortuary

/

RV Resort
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Live at the resort in your

RV Oakley/Colby!

Prime Rib
CMenoow Lue

=T GoLr Courst & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

e Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$495 monthly rent - includes
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!
Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and laundry room, and store!

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!




