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New paint job for church

CYNTHIA HAYNES/Colby Free Press
Connie Brown, Gem, and Jocelyn Bencken, Oakley, of Starlight Painting, were up on ladders 
bright and early Saturday morning painting the trim on the College Drive Assembly of God 
Church.

KU links grads, businesses
The University of Kansas 

School of Business has launched 
a new program designed to keep 
rural businesses open.

The Redefi ning Retirement pro-
gram – nicknamed RedTire – will 
match graduates who want to own 
a business with business owners 
looking to retire, offi cials said. 
The program is aimed at prevent-
ing rural businesses from closing 
because an owner can’t fi nd a suc-
cessor.

“Every day in rural communi-
ties, businesses close forever be-
cause an owner retires and can’t 
fi nd someone to take over the 
business,” said Neeli Bendapudi, 
dean of the School of Business. 
“This is crucial to rural Kansas 
communities that depend on the 
services, jobs and tax revenue that 
these businesses provide. RedTire 
will address this issue by match-
ing graduates with current busi-
ness owners and facilitating a suc-
cession plan to keep the business 
running.”

In effect, RedTire is a match-
making service. Program staff will 
screen prospective replacement 
managers and candidate busi-
nesses, then identify good match-
es. From there, the program will 
help them negotiate the purchase 

and transition of ownership terms, 
help the new owner obtain a busi-
ness purchase loan and monitor 
and help them successfully run 
and grow their business.

The program will be supervised 
by two groups – a board of advi-
sors and a board of governors – 
which include a number of highly 
regarded Kansas entrepreneurs 
and business leaders.

“Nearly 13,000 businesses in 
Kansas have owners who plan to 
retire in fi ve years but do not have 
succession plans in place,” said 
Wally Meyer, a RedTire director 
and the director of entrepreneur-
ship programs for the school. “So 
there’s certainly a need for this 
type of program in rural Kansas.”

RedTire will assemble teams of 
graduates to provide the multidis-
ciplinary capabilities that success-
fully managed companies require. 
For example, RedTire would team 
a pharmacy student and an MBA 
student to work together on pur-
chasing a pharmacy, rather than 
have either do so alone. Owner-
ship teams will be built across the 
core industries of business, phar-
macy, medicine and agriculture.

RedTire is available to all grad-
uates of a Kansas Regents insti-
tution and to all Kansas business 

owners. Services are free. For de-
tails or to apply for services, go to  
www.redtire.org.

Meyer said he fi rst developed 
the idea for RedTire a few years 
ago when he was visiting with an 
economic development offi cial 
from Goodland.

“The economic developer told 
me, ‘We have no one to succeed 
our small business owners when 
they retire,’” Meyer said. “And 
subsequent research proved that 
this need is nationwide, and like-
ly to increase due to the growing 
number of expectant retirees who 
are part of the baby boomer popu-
lation now reaching retirement 
age. RedTire can help fi ll this suc-
cessor void with Kansas Regents 
institutions’ educated labor pool, 
as well as alumni looking to return 
to the heartland.”

The program has been in the 
planning stages since 2009. Since 
then, countless presentations 
about RedTire have been given to 
economic development offi cials, 
business owners, bankers and oth-
ers statewide. The RedTire idea 
won best business concept in June 
2009 at the U.S. Department of 
Commerce-sponsored University 
Center Showcase and in various 
annual showcases since then.

Greenhouse keeps soldiers busy
More than 30 people from Fort Riley, Kansas State 

University and the area community have teamed to 
build a greenhouse that will serve as important ther-
apy for soldiers hurt in the line of duty.

Offi cials from the post and university cut the rib-
bon July 2 to offi cially open the post’s indoor gar-
den, which one army offi cer says will be an ally for 
soldiers who have suffered concussions or other 
traumatic brain injury in battle.

Col. Craig Webb, the deputy commander for 
clinical services at Fort Riley, said that since 2000, 
125,000 U.S. soldiers have suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, which essentially damages the frontal lobe of 
the brain and affects their memory and ability to se-
quence events.

“For the soldiers, it’s an excellent opportunity to 
train and learn new skills while they’re recovering 
from their traumatic brain injury,” Webb said. “They 
can learn to take care of plants, they can learn sequen-
tial events, they can learn to hone their memory.”

The project is the result of a grant from the Par-
sons-based Assistive Technology for Kansans, and 
K-State Research and Extension’s Kansas AgrAbili-
ty project, which focuses on helping people with dis-
abilities working in agriculture-related occupations.

Kerri Ebert, who coordinates the state’s AgrAbili-
ty program, said her group was able to buy the green-
house (called a high tunnel) as well as tools, and 

equipment that soldiers will need to grow crops.
Elain Donnoe, a Fort Riley occupational therapist 

working with the Warrior Transition Unit at the post, 
noted that many soldiers receive multiple concus-
sions while on active duty. “So their ability to sta-
bilize emotions is really an issue; working on stress 
relief is really important.”

Ebert calls the high tunnel “a giant erector set,” 
standing eight feet tall on the sides with an approxi-
mately 16-foot-tall ceiling. The fl oor space is 42 feet 
by 30 feet. “They could grow a tree in there, if they 
wanted to,” she said.

It took volunteers several weeks to build the high 
tunnel, including K-State faculty, citizens from the 
Manhattan area; and Fort Riley soldiers. 

In addition to aiding in physical therapy, offi cials 
said the high tunnel may also provide soldiers with a 
job option after their military career.

“For young men and women (this high tunnel will 
provide) exposure to vocational options that will be 
available to them when they’re discharged,” Ebert 
said. “It’s a natural part of what AgrAbility does; we 
work with farmers … and people who want to be 
farmers.”

Soldiers will begin working in the high tunnel soon, 
offi cials said. Ebert noted that additional equipment 
will be provided to accommodate soldier’s specifi c 
needs.

NEED EXTRA MONEY?
Be a Newspaper Carrier!

Call us or 
stop by!

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

To have your ad placed 
in the Business 

Directory call Sharon 
or Kathryn today at 

462-3963
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(800) 611-6735

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available, 
clubhouse and laundry room, and store! 

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

Auto l Home l Life
Call today to see how I make insurance simple  
and can help you protect what matters most.
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David Browne III550 N Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388
www.agentdavidbrowne.com

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701


