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Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/16

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/13

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the Open Pairs at the 

1990 world bridge championships in Geneva. 
The declarer, Patrick Sussel of France, combined 
excellent card-reading with brilliant play to bring 
home a seemingly unmakable grand slam.

Sussel’s light opening started a chain of events 
that propelled him into seven clubs. West’s two-
diamond bid indicated both majors, after which 
Sussel showed the two-suited nature of his hand. 
When North learned that South held at least five 
clubs, he needed no further encouragement and 
leaped to seven.

West led the ace of diamonds, forcing dummy 
to ruff with the club jack. Since the clubs were 
divided 4-1, it would seem that East would even-
tually score a trump trick with the ten, but Sussel 
found a way to overcome that obstacle.

At trick two, he cashed the club ace, and af-
ter noting the fall of West’s eight and giving full 
weight to West’s cuebid, he decided the clubs 
were not likely to break. So he next cashed the 
heart ace and began running dummy’s spades, 
producing this position as the spade jack was 
led:

East did the best he could by refusing to trump 
the jack of spades, but Sussel countered by dis-
carding the heart king! He then ruffed the four of 
spades in his hand, cashed the K-Q of diamonds 
and led the five of clubs to dummy’s king. With 
only two tricks remaining to be played and the 
lead in dummy, East’s 10-7 of clubs were trapped 
by Sussel’s Q-9, and the grand slam was home.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bargain-pr iced 
American art pottery 
vases are hard to 
find, but art pottery 
tiles made by impor-
tant companies still 
are inexpensive, be-
cause they have had 
little publicity. 

Tile collectors in 
England and Hol-
land pay high prices 
for tiles made in their 
country. Rookwood 
Pottery of Ohio, and 
Low Art Tile Co. of 
Massachusetts prob-
ably are the most fa-
mous makers in the 
U.S. 

Most marked the 
back of the tile with 
the company name, and most had a name that 
included the word “tile.” The tiles range from 
small, round or square tiles, about 1 to 2 inches, 
that were put on stoves and other equipment for 
decoration to large tiles used on walls in restau-
rants, fireplace surrounds and hotel lobbies. And, 
like today, plain small tiles are used for floors in 
drugstores and bathrooms. 

Most interesting to collectors are the groups 
of tiles that form a picture, most popular in the 
1920s to 1940s. The tiles usually are displayed 
on racks at shows. Collectors like to frame a tile 
like a picture to be hung on the wall. A framed 
6-inch-square Rookwood tile showing tulips, 
sold recently for less than $100. A group of tiles 
forming a scene 24 X 18 inches picturing a Dutch 
girl and a windmill sold for $1,200. 

Look at salvage yards and talk to the workers 
tearing down houses. Sometimes you can find 
large tiles made for the outside of a building that 
will be destroyed if you don’t offer to buy them. 
Gardeners like to use them outside.

Q: I have a brass bed made by the Art Bed 
Co., Chicago. I’d like to know its value.

A: Art Bedstead Co. of Chicago was in busi-
ness from the late 1890s until at least 1910. The 
company made metal beds. “Art Beds” was a 
trade name they used. There were several manu-
facturers of brass and iron beds in Chicago in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s. In 1914, when World 
War I began, metal was rationed and production 
of metal goods for home use stopped. Value of 
your bed, about $300-$400.

Tip: A paste made of instant coffee crystals and 
water can be used to “paint” a scratch on dark 
furniture.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Collector tiles
can be a bargain

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting
•

Terry 
Kovel

This scene, made of 
20 tiles, was part of the 
wall in a restaurant in 
Ohio. It sold at auction 
for $1,200 a few years 
ago at the former Auc-
tions at Rookwood, now 
called Humler & Nolan, 
in Cincinnati.


