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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/19

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/18

Musical Chairs
There are times when a player might wish that 

a hole would open beneath him and swallow him 
up, chair and all. The best one can do in such situ-
ations is to try to transfer this feeling, along with 
the hole, to somebody else at the table. 

Today’s deal recounts just such a happening. 
Due to an overabundance of optimism on North’s 
part, South found himself in six notrump off two 
aces. West started the proceedings by leading a 
spade to East’s ace. Fortunately, East returned 
a spade to declarer’s king, giving South a mo-
ment’s respite. 

Declarer quickly added his tricks, but sev-
eral desperate counts revealed that only 11 were 
available. The 12th could come only from the 
diamond suit, and South didn’t think the opposi-
tion would duck the setting trick. 

However, declarer was not the type to give up 
without a fight. It was clear that West had the 
ace of diamonds, since East surely would have 
cashed it at trick two if he had it. Perhaps, South 
thought, West could be talked out of his ace by a 
bit of chicanery. 

So, after taking the king of spades, declarer 
ran dummy’s clubs, discarding the J-Q-K of dia-
monds! He then cashed his heart tricks. 

When the fourth heart was played, West, down 
to the ace of diamonds and J-9 of spades, had to 
make a discard. He thought long and hard, but 
South’s earlier diamond discards had left an indel-
ible impression. Eventually, afraid that declarer 
had the Q-x of spades remaining, he let go of the 
ace of diamonds, and South scored the last two 
tricks with the spade queen and diamond ten. 

If West had paid more attention to his partner’s 
plays – East had returned the deuce of spades at 
trick two, indicating four cards in the suit, and 
had later discarded his two remaining spades – 
he would not have had a problem. Nor would he 
have felt that sudden urge to have a hole swallow 
him up, chair and all.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: My father found a print being used as 
backing for an old photograph he inherited 
from his mother, labeled “Execution of the 
Conspirators.” It has two panels. The left is 
labeled “Praparing (sic) for Execution” and 
the names of the conspirators, Surrat, Powell-
Payne, Harold and Atzerodt, are at the bot-
tom. The right panel is titled “Springing of the 
Trap” and shows them hanging. We’ve been 
to Ford’s Theater, the Smithsonian, and Lin-
coln’s summer cottage at Soldiers Home, but 
we’ve never seen this particular picture. Any-
thing you can tell us would be helpful.

A: Although photographs were taken of the 
hanging of the Lincoln conspirators at the Old 
Arsenal Prison, newspapers of the day were not 
able to print them. Pictures in newspapers were 
printed from engravings. Alexander Gardner was 
the only photographer allowed to take pictures of 
the execution. There are two misspellings on your 
print, “preparing” and the name of the conspira-
tor Herold. The print was published in 1865. 

Q: I have a 1955 Mickey Mouse wind-up 
watch. The strap is black, and everything is 
original. Could you tell me the history of the 
watch and its present value? Thank you!

A: The first Mickey Mouse watches were sold 
in 1933. Made by Ingersoll Waterbury Clock Co. 
of Waterbury, Conn., the watch was introduced at 
the 1933 “Century of Progress” expo in Chicago. 
Disney merchandizing promoters saw the watch-
es as a cheap way to promote their brand. 

The first Mickey Mouse watches cost $3.25. In-
gersoll, which became Timex, continued to make 
the watches until the early ‘70s. A 1955 watch in 
very good condition sells for about $100. 

Q: My aunt gave me a water pitcher years 
ago, made of a white metal – stainless, alu-
minum or silver. It has “5600 9HR Regen-
cy” stamped on the bottom of it and “RJR” 
stamped on the side. My aunt retired in the 
late ‘60s from the RJ Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
What is the value?

A: Reed and Barton has been a sterling-silver 
and silverplate manufacturer in Taunton, Mass., 
since 1824. The company has a rich history; 
having made weapons for the Union Army, sil-
verware for the White House and medals for the 
1996 Atlanta Summer Olympics. It is still pri-
vately owned by the family of Henry G. Reed. 

The stamp on the bottom is the reference num-
ber. It means that the pitcher is silver-plated and 
part of the Regency collection. “RJR” must mean 
it was made for RJ Reynolds Tobacco Co. An 
identical pitcher in poor condition recently sold 
for $10.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as pos-
sible through the column. Write to Kovels, (Col-
by Free Press), King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 
57th St., New York, NY 10019.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.     
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