Page 6 Colby Free Press Friday, July 20,2012

Haying, grazing OK’d
for 13 additional counties

An announcement early today
by the U.S. Farm Service Agency
stated that an additional 13 coun-
ties have been added to those ap-
proved for emergency haying and
grazing of Conservation Reserve
Program acreage.

Only Marshall County, whose
seat is Marysville, has not request-
ed the authorization.

Emergency haying is allowed
through Aug. 15. Emergency
grazing in approved counties is al-
lowed through Sept. 30.

Emergency haying and grazing
is not allowed on the same acre-
age, and although emergency use
of land helps producers, in this
drought situation, it may not be
enough to provide adequate relief
and food sources for livestock.

The Kansas Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation reports however, that this
may not be enough.

“KCA received not one or two
but several calls from producers
around the state, said the associa-
tion’s Executive Director Brandy
Carter. “Most of the calls were
the same conversation. Producers

do not have enough hay or good
pasture land for their cattle. Farm-
ers are worried about their crops.
Folks are already selling some of
their livestock. They can’t find
enough hay to buy. It is just a bad
situation all around, and produc-
ers are looking to KCA for help.
That is what we are here for, and
that is what we are doing.”

According to Farm Service, a
number of types of acreage are eli-
gible for either emergency haying
or grazing (not both on the same
land).

What the cattlemen are con-
cerned about however, is that
acreage designated as rare and de-
clining habitat, while released for
emergency grazing, has not been
authorized for haying.

Lee Robbins, Woodson County
cattleman and former Kansas Cat-
tlement president talked about the
need for hay, “Due to the drought,
that’s possibly the worst we have
seen in history, the need for forage
is pertinent and immediate. Much
of the CP-25 can’t even be grazed
because it doesn’t have a water

source. It also needs to be opened
up for haying.”

With several hundred thousands
of Kansas acres enrolled in that
program, keeping that acreage
from being hayed is a tremendous
detriment to producers, according
to the association.

Farm Service has told the as-
sociation that rare and declining
habitat has never been opened
for haying. In 2008, the National
Wildlife Federation filed suit
against the Department of Agri-
culture for opening up Conserva-
tion Reserve land for critical feed
use. In the end, the judge ordered
a compromise aimed at relieving
the hardships of livestock produc-
ers and taking into consideration
the environmental impact of hay-
ing and grazing. Opening up the
rare and declining habitat to allow
haying may create a situation that
occurred in 2008.

The cattlemen continue to work
with legislators and state agencies
to bring relief to producers.

Lawns suffering from dry conditions

For the third year in a row,
weather is pounding Kansas
lawns. Even pampered tall fescue
and Kentucky bluegrass lawns are
looking splotchy or fading to a
ripe-wheat hue.

“How serious that is depends on
how healthy your lawn is and how
prepared your turf was for triple-
digit heat with little to no rain,”
said Rodney St. John, turfgrass
horticulturist for K-State Research
and Extension.

Without regular watering, fes-
cue and bluegrass lawns normally
go dormant during August’s hot,
dry weather, St. John said. Healthy
ones can easily survive a month
without rain or irrigation.

But this isn’t a “normal” year.
Lawns may be dead or dying. or-
entering dormancy early.

“You can assess that by pull-
ing up individual turf plants and
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checking the crown — the area
between the leaves and roots,” St.
John said. “If the crown’s hard,
not papery and dry, the plant’s still
alive.”

For the growing season, the rule
of thumb is to ensure fescue and
bluegrass get about an inch of wa-
ter per week, he said. Doing less
or more can damage roots.

The interval between drinks
should be longer during the cool
weather of early spring and late
fall, gradually shifting toward or
away from summer’s schedule.
And the time between irrigation
applications should shrink to ev-
ery three to four days during tri-
ple-digit heat.

“Adapting the schedule for this
year’s weather has been a chal-
lenge. Spring arrived early and
dry. Summer blasted in with a
heat wave,” St. John said. “At this

point in the game, if your lawn is
alive but brown, getting it to green
up again will be almost impossible
until cooler temperatures return.”

Any green, he added, can be a
reason to keep watering. Or you
might decide to save water and let
their lawn go totally dormant.

“Just don’t encourage dorman-
cy by cutting off the water ‘cold
turkey,”” St. John said. “Extend
the weekly interval several days at
a time until you’re on a two-week
watering schedule. That will help
keep the plant crowns alive until
fall weather arrives.”

The turf specialist said he’s is
advising lawn owners to be pre-
pared to do some reseeding or
sodding this fall.

“No matter the management ap-
proach you take now,” St. John
said, “the forecast is for continued
hot, dry weather.”
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Vote for

Ward

Twenty eight Kansas veterans
plan to depart from the Kansas
City and Wichita airports on
Tuesday, July 31, to travel to
Washington to visit the war me-
morials erected to honor their
service and sacrifices to our
country.

During the three-day trip they
will visit the World War II Me-
morial, Korean Memorial and
Vietnam Memorial Wall. In ad-
dition they plan to see museums,
the Iwo Jima Memorial, Arling-
ton National Cemetery and the
Tomb of the Unknown.

The trip is made possible by
the newest hub of the Honor

Flight Network, Kansas Honor
Flight Inc. The mission of Honor
Flight is to transport America’s
veterans to visit the memorials
at no cost, with priority to World
War Il veterans, then Korean War
veterans followed by Vietnam
War veterans, honoring them
both in a similar manner. Guard-
ians, who pay their own travel
expenses, accompany each vet-
eran to ensure safe travel.

Kansas Honor Flight Presi-
dent Mike VanCampen and his
wife Connie will be the leaders
for this first group.

“Although we’ve been hon-
ored to have traveled on several

Kansas veterans now being honored
with a chance to see war memorials

of these trips with our veterans,”
said VanCampen, “we are espe-
cially excited to be able to travel
on this first trip of our newly or-
ganized hub.”

With continued contributions
the organization hopes to make
additional trips this year.

For information about Kansas
Honor Flight, Inc. or the upcom-
ing trip, contact Mike VanCamp-
en at mvancamp@sctelcom.net
or (620) 546-2400. Tax deduct-
ible contributions may be sent
to Kansas Honor Flights, Box
2371, Hutchinson, Kan., 67504.

Woodchucks
stealing flags

HUDSON, N.Y. — Who would
steal flags from Civil War graves?

Authorities in Hudson, N.Y., be-
lieve they have found the culprit
in a rash of cemetery flag thefts:
woodchucks.

Mayor Bill Hallenbeck tells
the Register-Star (bit.ly/OlezTJ)
that police used cameras and con-
firmed that the flags were in the
woodchucks’ burrows.

Around 75 flags were reported
missing from Civil War graves in
the days leading up to and follow-
ing Independence Day.

Hallenbeck said he was glad the
culprit wasn’t a human resident.
He said some flags are now coat-
ed with a substance that attracts
woodchucks.

Woodchucks are also known as
groundhogs. They are excellent
burrowers.

Hudson is a city of about 7,000
on the shore of the Hudson River
30 miles south of Albany.

Cheyenne County Fair

Aug. 1-4

St. Francis

Demolltlon Derby, Aug. 4
Admission - $10 ¢ Pit Pass - $15
(16 and under must be accompanied by a parent)

Adam Peter -

785-332-4039

Derby Cars plus Pickup Division
$1,500 Demo purse * $800 Pickup purse
* Mad Dog $500

In between heats -

Garden Tractor Pull

Marty Church - 785-332-4622

Tuff Truck Competition, Aug. 3

Follow the track - Best time wins

All vehicles, including derby cars,
are eligible

More information or rules contact:
785-332-4039

Adam Peter -

Dr. John Dygert

Joins Family Center for
Health Care

“Good health is an important part of having a great life. |
love helping people achieve good health so they can move
on and enjoy life to the fullest. I also really emphasize the
importance of proper end-of-life care. I try to keep things
laid back and fun. I view medical care as a partnership
between me and my patients, where it works best when
both of us are working towards the same goal. I’'m excited
to join a great group of excellent physicians, physician
assistants, nurse practitioners, and clinic and office staff.”

Schedule an appointment with .
Dr. Dygert. .

“Our Family Taking .

Care of Your Family” y

310 E. College Drive, Colby, KS *
(785) 462-6184 or 1-800-453-6751 *

Family Practice

Adult Medicine

Diabetic Care

Disease management
Preventative medicine
Obstetrics and C-sections
Pediatrics

Sports medicine

e

| Cassidy

Dr. Bruce Dr. Darren Dr. Steven  Brian Unruh,  Andy Rose, Luetta Jenny Tricia Tina Jallow,
. . Kellogg Matchell Bear PA-C PA-C Flanagin, Niblock, Carney, ARNP
120th District State ARNP  ARNP  ARNP

Representative

www.wardcassidy.com
Pictures & news articles
from last term

Th|s could be the

Retlred H lgh School Prmctpal- St Francis C ommunity High School
Our family lives and works in Cheyenne County —

agriculture, pharmacy and education.

Pol. ad paid for by Cassidy for Representative, Mike Day, Treasurer
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The Colby Free Press is looking for a

FULL TIME ADYERTISING EXECUTIVE

PART
INFO IDEA

GETTING SHARING

Equals total government connecting.

PART

to join our team selling advertising for Nor'West Newspapers.
The work week would be 40 hours with occasional evening and
weekend duties. Computer skills with Excel, Photoshop, InDesign,
and Acrobat helpful but not required. Must have good communication
skills, excellent customer service skills with attention to detail, and
enjoy a fast paced atmosphere.

PLUS

Send a letter and resume to Sharon Friedlander, Publisher, at 155
W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701, sfriedlander@nwkansas.com or
apply in person. No calls please.

Get info. Find answers. Share ideas. Your connection begins
at USA.gov - the official source for federal, state and local
government information.

CoLY
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1 (800) FED-INFO




