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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms
after 1 a.m. Partly cloudy, with a
low around 66. South wind 5 to
10 mph.

Tuesday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high
near 95. Southwest wind 5 to 10
mph becoming northeast in the
afternoon.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 65. East wind
5 to 10 mph becoming light and
variable after midnight.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 95. West wind 5 to 10
mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 66.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 95.

Thursday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 66.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 95.

Friday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 68.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 91.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 64.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 90.

Friday: High, 96; Low 59
Saturday: High, 82; Low 50
Sunday: High, 91; Low 57

Precip: Friday None
Saturday None
Sunday None
Month: 0.26 inches
Year: 9.11 inches
Normal:  16.36 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 6:50 a.m. 8:49 p.m.
Moon: waning, 69 percent
Wednesday 6:51 a.m. 8:48 p.m.
Moon: waning, 60 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
Colby Water Use

Emergency group holds test drill

From “DRILL,” Page 1

ernment, to name a few. Two
Boy Scouts and their father took
part, too, as part of merit badge
requirements.

“The purpose is to practice
how county response partners
work together in an emergency,”
said McMahan. “We identified
strengths and areas of improve-
ment in our community plan,
identified resource shortfalls
and emphasized evacuation and
sheltering concerns.”

She said the committee is re-
quired to practice three target ca-
pabilities every year, developed
by the Department of Homeland
Security. This drill, she said, fo-
cused on communications, on-
site incident command and citi-
zen evacuation and shelter.

The groups were encouraged
to identify avenues of commu-
nication during evacuation and
how to communicate with re-
sponders at the scene, displaced
residents, mutual aid partners
and the general public, said Mc-
Mahan.

Other communication objec-
tives included standardizing
large-event ~ communications
and listing areas of concern.

The scenario described a situ-
ation during a softball game that
has drawn about 100 additional
people to the ball fields, where
flames are visible for miles away.
About 50 people who have been
exposed to the chemical need to
be taken to the hospital. An of-
ficer has collapsed and lost con-
sciousness at the scene.

Committee members quickly
decided that specialized protec-
tive gear was needed to protect
workers from toxic fumes, but
not many of the suits are avail-
able in Thomas County, said
Fire Chief Bob McLemore. And,
although the suits are needed, he
said that during strenuous activ-
ity, a responder can work only
about 15 minutes in them before
oxygen needs to be replenished.

The group decided that going
door-to-door was not an effec-
tive way to start evacuation of
about 100 homes, since mem-
bers estimated it would take
about 22 minutes per block to
make sure everyone had left the
scene.

Instead, they decided imme-
diate messages should be broad-
casted on the radio, television,
online, word of mouth and via
other avenues.

“Maybe it would also be a
good idea to run the tornado si-
rens,” suggested police officer
Kent Dible. “T know it is sup-
posed to be used for tornado
warnings, but at least it might
make people turn the radio on to
see what is going on.”

The idea was especially sup-
ported by landfill supervisor
Larry Jumper. McLemore also
reminded that the communica-
tion message that is broadcast
must give specific instructions
and explain that people should
check in to a designated evacua-
tion shelter.

“We don’t want people leav-
ing town without telling any-
body,” he said. “We’ve got to
be accountable to everyone’s
whereabouts.”

Members identified the pro-
cesses that responders need to
take during a crisis such as this
before the American Red Cross
can get here to take over an
evacuation shelter and before
a hazardous-materials crew ar-
rives with proper clothing.

McMahan said that on aver-
age, it takes about an hour be-
fore a HazMat team can get here
and about 4 to 5 hours for the
Red Cross to arrive from Wich-

ita, since the local branch was
closed several months ago.

“The areas we identified that
need to be improved on are ex-
actly what we are looking for
when we do these exercises,”
she said. “It allows us to prepare
for times of crisis; we know
what we do well and what needs
work.”

Also during the meeting, Mc-
Mahan said a free One Health
workshop on zoonotic disease
will be offered Thursday for
doctors and other health-care
providers, veterinarians and
public-health professionals.

Participants will learn to im-
prove human and animal health
and get information about dis-
eases that pass between animals
and man, said Tarrie Crnic, ani-
mal health planner with the Kan-
sas Department of Agriculture.

McMahan said a Facebook
page has been created for the
committee, which is kept up-
dated with weather information
and upcoming events. She said
most recently, a posting was
made about a house explosion in
Brewster. She encouraged mem-
bers to watch the page.

Commission starts work on jail project

From “JAIL,” Page 1

could attract opposition if the amount is too

answer,” said Kevin Cowan, a bond lawyer
with the Wichita firm of Gilmore and Bell
who is providing legal advice for the proj-
ect. He participated in discussions over the

phone.

“We would have to repeat the process
we’ve already taken with a supplemental
resolution and a new protest period,” Cow-
an said. “It would set the schedule back and

could impact the calendar.”

He suggested keeping the amount as low
as possible, because raising the bond limit

said.

are available.

board.

high for citizens to be comfortable with.
“We want the amount to be accurate and
on the low side of being conservative,” he

After conferring with Cowan, the group
decided to go ahead as scheduled and raise
questions later when better cost estimates

A motion was made to approve bylaws
for the group with a correction. Baughn no-
ticed the meeting quorum should be three
members, not two, since it is a five-person

Next, one-year nominations were made
and approved for officers. Steele will serve
as the commission’s president, Finley as
vice president and Jones as secretary. Coun-

ty Clerk Shelly Harms was designated to

record meeting minutes.
A resolution was passed declaring it nec-
essary for the commission to pay the costs

of construction and to equip a jail/detention

facility and issue revenue bonds not to ex-
ceed $2 million. It will be published in the
Colby Free Press for two weeks.

Conservatives seek boost from GOP contests

From “GOP,” Page 1

Despite Gov. Sam Brown-
back’s election in 2010 — and his
policy successes, particu-

Hugoton, giving conservatives
a good chance of finishing the
sweep started in 2010.

Most of the moderates facing

conservative challengers voted
in 2010, at Parkinson’s urging,
to increase the state’s sales tax
to help balance the state budget.

They also resisted Brownback’s
successful push this year to cut
income taxes.

larly on tax cuts — some
other conservatives still
see Kansas as lagging.
They want Kansas to do
more to lessen the political
influence of unions, over-
haul public pensions and
give parents more alterna-
tives to public schools.
That could change after
Tuesday. There are con-
tested primaries in 21 of
the 40 Senate districts, and
all but two of the races are
on the Republican side. A
dozen moderate incum-

M VOTE FOR
KEVIN BERENS

THOMAS COUNTY ATTORNEY
Serving with Knowledge, Experience and Integrity.

™ Current Thomas County Attorney
M 13 years law experience

M Over 7 years experience as a County Attorney
M Prosecuted over 300 criminal cases since being
appointed Thomas County Attorney in March 2011

M Advocated in Topeka for Thomas County EMS
M Local Business and Property Owner

M Raised in Colby, Kansas

M Conservative, Traditional and Pro-Life Values
M Republican
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bents face challengers from
the right, including Senate
President Steve Morris, of

stin

Protection through Vigorous Prosecution
I appreciate your vote in the Primary
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Angie Berens
Treasurer
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Colby High yearbooks

given out this week

The 2012 Colby High School year-
books will be distributed during enroll-
ment Wednesday at the high school. Ad-
ditional yearbooks can be purchased for
$55. If 2012 graduates’ yearbooks are
not picked up on enrollment day, they
will be left in the high school office for
pick up during regular hours. For infor-
mation, call Donna Henry at 460-6363.

Triplains enroliment
will be Wednesday

Enrollment for the Triplains School
will be from 8:30 to 4 p.m. Wednesday
at the school in Winona. The district op-
erates on a four-day week, with Mon-
days off. Call (785) 846-7869 for infor-
mation, says Lamar Bergsten, principal
and superintendent.

Colby Schools to have

enroliment this week

Returning students in the Colby Pub-
lic School will enroll from 7 a.m. to
4 p.m. Wednesday at their respective
buildings. New students enroll from 8
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Thursday. District
activity calendars will be available. The
district website www.colbyeagles.org is
disabled until mid-August.

Pets ready for adoption
at Colby Animal Clinic

Looking for a pet? Colby Animal
Clinic has a male 12-week-old terrier
mix with a white spot on his chest avail-
able for adoption. Lost or strayed ani-
mals are often brought to the clinic. Call
or stop by 810 E. Fourth St. All animals
have current shots, and costs are mini-
mal. For questions, call 460-8621.

Registration open

for kids’ football camp

Colby Little League Football is ac-
cepting registrations for a camp from
Wednesday to Friday and for the fall
season. A physical form must be com-
pleted prior to participation. Camp reg-
istration is $50 and includes a T-shirt.
Camp and registration for the season is
$100. For information, see Travis at the
Sports Shoppe or call Amy Wildeman at
460-7815.

Registration coming up
for Youth Soccer league

Registration for American Youth Soc-
cer Organization players will be from 6
to 8 p.m. Thursday, and from 9 to 11
a.m. Saturday. Cost is $45 until Aug.
11, $50 after. Deadline to register is Fri-
day, Aug. 17. Players must have been at
least 4 1/2 by Aug. 1. The season runs
from Saturday, Sept. 8, to Saturday, Oct.
27. Call Emily Griffin at 460-0647 for
questions or paperwork.

Brewster church plans
vacation Bible school

Kids in kindergarten to sixth grade
will get a chance to learn about the
Good Book at a vacation Bible school
at the Brewster Community Church
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 14.
The theme is the 23rd Psalm. Call pas-
tor Mike Pinkleman at (785) 694-2720
to register.
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