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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 53. East wind around
10 mph.

Friday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
79. Southeast wind 5 to 15
mph.

Friday Night: A slight chance
of showers and thunderstorms
before midnight, then a slight
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms after 4 a.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 56.
Southeast wind 5 to 15 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 20
percent.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 11 a.m. Mostly
sunny, with a high near 83. Calm
wind becoming northeast around
5 mph in the afternoon.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 57.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 82.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 60.

Monday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny, with a high near

7

Monday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 64.

Tuesday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 88.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 64.

Wednesday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 90.

Wednesday: High, 100; Low 56
Precip: Wednesday 0.09 inches

Month: 0.51 inches
Year: 9.51 inches
Normal:  16.36 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 6:59 a.m. 8:36 p.m.
New Moon at 10:55 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Colby Water Use
Wednesday 2,604,000 gal.
(Colby Public Works)

Saturday Evening

City getting closer
on sidewalk grant

From “GRANT,” Page 1

being able to do education and
encouragement,” she said, “and
that’s what we’re doing.”

Colby started planning for
the grant at the beginning of the
2011-2012 school year, holding
events such as walk to school
and bike to school to raise
awareness. The second annual
bike-to-school day, she added,
is set for Oct. 3.

“They seemed excited to have
a rural community in Northwest
Kansas applying for this grant,”
Carmichael said. “They were re-
ally glad to see how much work
we have done so far.”

If Colby gets the grant, she
added, most of the work would
be done along Fifth Street, Grant
Avenue and Pine Street near the

elementary and middle schools.
Sidewalks along these streets
will be repaired or replaced as
far as the money will allow. The
city has also considered paint-
ing bike lanes along Franklin
Avenue.

“We were impressed by the
City of Colby’s safe routes to
school,” Pepper said,” and with
our discussions with the indi-
viduals at our meeting on the
31st.”

Beyond that, she said, she
could not say how each town
is doing compared to the other
in terms of winning the grant.
The decision will be brought
before an executive committee
on Wednesday, she said, and
the winners will be announced
shortly thereafter.

Christian workshop
moved from statehouse

JOHN HANNA
Associated Press

TOPEKA — The organizer of a
training workshop for dozens of
evangelical pastors and church
leaders said Wednesday that he
has moved the event out of the
Kansas House because of the ex-
pected number participants, but
he rejected a national group’s
charge that it would improperly
mix government with religion.

Organizer Dave DePue said
the three-day “transforming re-
vival” workshop will be held
this week at the Topeka Perform-
ing Arts Center, a few blocks
from the Statehouse, because
180 people want to participate,
more than the floor of the House
chamber can accommodate
comfortably.

The Rev. Barry Lynn, execu-
tive director of the Washing-
ton-based group Americans for
Separation of Church and State,
had criticized the event, saying
he has never heard of a working
legislative chamber in a state-
house being used to promote
Christianity or any religion.

“This is almost like turn-
ing the seat of government
over temporarily to a religious
group,” said Lynn, an ordained
United Church of Christ minis-
ter. “It’s startling to me to even
hear about it.”

DePue said the event won’t
have a political agenda but fo-
cus on helping pastors and other
church leaders strengthen com-
munity work in tough economic
times. He is state director for
Capitol Commission, a Raleigh,
N.C., nonprofit group that puts
pastors in statehouses to advise

policymakers.

“I wouldn’t last a day up here
if T got political,” said DePue,
who frequently visits the State-
house. “The whole purpose is
to help families, churches and
communities.”

Organizers of the event in the
House chamber describe it as a
“beginner’s course” for Chris-
tians interested in transforming
their community through a spiri-
tual revival. Workshop sessions
are scheduled for Thursday and
Friday evening and all day Sat-
urday, with participants paying
$100 per person or $190 per
couple.

Legislators have allowed
Christian prayer meetings at the
Statehouse regularly in recent
years, and Gov. Sam Brownback
has been a visible participant in
National Day of Prayer the past
two years. Brownback was set
to welcome the workshop par-
ticipants to Topeka.

Also, the state’s Roman Cath-
olic bishops sponsored a rally in
June against a federal mandate
for health insurance coverage of
birth control, drawing thousands
of participants. The Statehouse
occasionally has been the site
of weddings and, in at least one
case in recent years, the Senate
had a memorial in its chamber
for a member who’d died.

But the Legislature’s staff
couldn’t remember a case in at
least 15 years of an event like
the workshop being scheduled
for one of the two chambers.

The Legislature’s policies
allow nonprofit groups to use
committee rooms and the House
or Senate chamber if at least one
lawmaker sponsors the event.
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many schools that continue to
fail to meet them can be re-
quired to take aggressive ac-
tion, including firing staff or
even closing. For example, in
Kansas last school year, dis-
tricts were required to have
nearly 91 percent of their stu-
dents proficient in reading and
88 percent in math, based on
their assessment scores.
Under the waiver, schools
can be recognized for high as-
sessment scores overall or for
large improvements in their
scores. Schools also can be
targeted for help from the state
either because their assess-
ment scores are low overall or
because there are gaps among
different groups of students.

Feds push Kansas
to revisions
to teacher evals

Outgoing board member
Walt Chappell, of Wichita,
predicted that the state will
face extra costs in trying to
comply with the waiver’s
terms, despite assurances to
the contrary. He said the pilot
projects on evaluations sug-
gest changes will create more
paperwork for teachers and
administrators and still create
a “fuzzy” system for judging
teachers.

“No Child Left Behind was
absolutely worthless — an
abomination — but we haven’t
improved,” said Chappell,
who lost his GOP primary race
this year to a retired Wichita
schools administrator. “This
is going to be extremely ex-
pensive, if it works at all.”

Commission approves
livestock water plan

TOPEKA — The Kansas State
Conservation Commission has
approved a plan to work with
livestock producers on a cost-
share program targeted at im-
proving existing livestock water
supplies.

The state Department of Agri-
culture’s Division of Conserva-
tion says stockmen should focus
project applications on restora-
tion of existing ponds, well or
spring development and other
water-storage projects. Officials
report, however, that initial re-
quests already total about 10
times the money available.

The commission, with five
elected and four appointed
members, approved the use of
$500,000 of cost-share money
that has been carried forward
to provide immediate help to
stockmen affected by drought.

They have 45-days to sign
up for this initiative, which
could give them up to $2,000
per project and up to $4,000 per
landowner. Projects will be con-
sidered and approved on a first-
come, first-served basis.

The division will collect ap-
plications submitted through
county conservation districts
and then process and approve
individual contracts.

“The impacts of this drought

are being felt far and wide and
will continue to be felt even af-
ter rain arrives,” said Secretary
of Agriculture Dale Rodman.
“We are here to help producers
cope with the drought today, but
also to help them recover and
plan for future droughts.

“From a newly adopted effort
to restore existing ponds to drill-
ing deeper wells, developing
springs or digging new ponds,
this funding will provide critical
assistance....”

Pastures that have limited or
no existing water supplies are
the primary targets for this initia-
tive, the agency said. Stockmen
with existing ponds must meet
specific criteria: dams must be
in satisfactory condition or the
landowner must commit to bring
the dam to a satisfactory condi-
tion, and the pond must still be
capable of serving a conserva-
tion use for stockwater.

Cost-share money can be used
for sediment removal, spillway
replacement or embankment
seeding. Rodman said the divi-
sion and the conservation dis-
tricts will be flexible to help
producers meet the criteria.

Projects for well and spring
development and new ponds
will follow current policy re-
quirements.
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Briefly
Colby schools need

volunteers for activities
Colby High School and Middle
School are looking for anyone who
would like to help with activities at the
schools. Needed are volunteer timers,
scorers, judges, linesmen, announcers,
supervisors and ticket takers. If interest-
ed, call Brandi Wark at the high school,
460-5302, or go to the high school.

Grade school offering

parents a ‘sneak peak’
The Colby Grade School “sneak
peek” for families of kids in kinder-
garten to fifth grades will be from 5 to
6 p.m. Tuesday. Parents and kids will
have a chance to visit their classrooms
and meet the teachers. Feel free to bring
school supplies to put in your child’s
desk. For questions, call 460-5100.

Gem Lions plan

hog roast Wednesday
The Gem Lions Club will hold its an-
nual hog roast from 5 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day at the Gem Community Building.
Come enjoy bluegrass, folk and country
music, a horseshoe contest and all you
can eat for a donation. Drawings will
be held for 16 half hogs. Remember to
bring used eyeglasses and hearing aids
to help those in need. Proceeds will be
used for community projects. For infor-
mation, call Ken Poland at 462-7809.

Dennen Field closed
for repairs to track

Dennen Field is closed for about a
week for resurfacing, repairs and main-
tenance on the track. For information,
call the high school office at 460-5300.

Signup ends Friday
for Youth Soccer league

The deadline to register for Ameri-
can Youth Soccer Organization play-
ers is Friday. Cost if $50. Players must
have been at least 4 1/2 by Aug. 1. The
season runs from Saturday, Sept. 8, to
Saturday, Oct. 27. Call Emily Griffin at
460-0647 for questions or paperwork.

College seeks input

on long-range plan

Colby Community College wants
community comments on a proposed
five-year strategic plan. Everyone is
encouraged to read the plan on the col-
lege’s web site, www.colbycc.edu, and
e-mail comments to President Steve
Vacik at steve.vacik@colbycc.edu by
Friday. For information, call Debbie
Schwanke at 460-5411.

Smart Start to hold
car seat check Friday

Smart Start Northwest Kansas will
hold a drop-in car seat check from 9 to
11 a.m. Friday at 460 N. Garfield. Come
see if your child is ready for a bigger seat
and check for recalls, out-of-date seats
and improper installation. Replacement
seats are available to those who fit the
requirements and fall within financial
guidelines. Appointments also may be
scheduled Monday through Friday by
calling Denise Singer at 465-9103.
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