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Colby native plans
to make portraits

By Sam Dieter
Colby Free Press
sdieter@nwkansas.com

Although the ribbon cutting
was to be today, Keesa Wright has
been taking pictures for about 10
months now and planning her ca-
reer for even longer.

“I did yearbook in high school,
and that’s where I fell in love with
photography,” Wright said.

The Colby/Thomas County
Chamber of Commerce planned
to mark the opening of her busi-
ness, called Keesa Photography, at
10 a.m. this morning.

Wright says she takes family-
oriented portraits for newborns
newlyweds high school seniors
families and others.

A Colby native, Keesa is the
daughter of Ed and Cathi Wright.
She graduated in 2010 from Colby
High School.

She said she wanted to attend
the Art Institute of Colorado in
Denver, but because of finances,
she went to Colby Community
College for a year, where she took
photography and art classes. After
that, she enrolled in a career train-
ing program at the Rocky Moun-
tain School of Photography in
Missoula, Mont.

“It was one of the best experi-

Burial masks

MUSKEGON, Mich. (AP) — An
official says a prisoner in West
Michigan placed a makeshift
dummy in his bed and buried him-
self in a prison-yard garden in an
attempt to escape.

Tom Tylutki, president of the
Michigan Corrections Organiza-
tion, tells The Muskegon Chron-
icle (bit.ly/MWdloO) the escape
attempt happened Sunday night
at Earnest C. Brooks Correctional
Facility near Muskegon. Tylutki
says officers discovered the pris-
oner missing after his cellmate

ences of my life,” Wright said.
“Being outside of home was hard,
but it was one of the things I had
to do.”

She estimates that she spent 12
to 14 hours a day, six days a week,
working on the five-month-long
program. On the seventh day, she
said, she still found time to work
between three and six hours.

She finished the course at the
end of October and came back
home to Colby in the first part of
November. She started taking pic-
tures working out of a rented room
and then found her studio at 640
North Franklin Avenue in May.

“I didn’t want to stay in school
forever, especially that far from
home,” she said, adding that she
got the opportunity to run a busi-
ness in Colby largely by herself.

She’s had support, she said, but
to a large degree, “it’s basically
been myself and all my teachers
at school.”

A favorite part of the work, she
said, centers around love among
family members.

“I can show something in a
moment of time that happened in
someone’s life,” she said. “I just
have a really big passion about
being able to show somebody an
image of their child or their wed-
ding day.”

escape plan

started acting odd.

The cellmate eventually told
officers the prisoner was gone.
Tylutki says the missing prisoner
was found with sheets apparently
to be used to scale a fence.

Department of  Corrections
spokesman Russ Marlan says the
prisoner has some “mental health
issues.” Michigan State Police of-
ficials are handling the investiga-
tion.

The prisoner’s name wasn’t im-
mediately released. He could face
charges in the escape attempt.

Quilting workshop planned

The Dane G. Hansen Memorial
Museum in Logan plans a seven-
week quilting workshop with in-
structor Janie Lowry of Stockton,
who is known in the area for her
quilting expertise.

Classes will be from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. Tuesdays Oct. 2 to Nov.
13 in the Hansen Plaza Commu-
nity Room, 110 W. Main. For in-
formation or to register, call (785)
689-4846.

GWEN GRIFFITHS/Colby Free Press

Tim Griffiths and Wes Bencken installed the new sign at the museum on Saturday. The Houston house is to the left.

Rextord residents recognized for yards

I hope you had a good Labor
Day, whether you spent it laboring
or relaxing!

This summer the city of Rex-
ford recognized residents whose
yards looked extra special. The
city wants to commend the hard
work each of these families put
into making their yards — and our
community — look nice.

There will be one more yard
recognized in September; if you
have noticed a yard that looks re-
ally great, please let Jolene Han-
sen at the city office know.

Gwen
Griffiths

® Rexford
Correspondent

Tim Griffiths and Wes Bencken
installed a new sign at the muse-
um over the weekend, completing
a project that included new paint,
some new window sills, and the
sign. Drive by and check it out.

The Shepherd’s Staff will hold
an open house and dedication for

the historic Philip Houston House
from 4 to 7 p.m. next Wednesday.
Everyone is invited to come en-
joy lemonade and old fashioned
treats, as well as tours of the his-
toric house and the other Shep-
herd’s Staff facilities. The Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce
will hold a ribbon cutting at 4:30.
We hope to see you there.

The Moore simulcast will be
Saturday, Sept. 15 at Shepherd’s
Staff. Check in starts at 8 a.m.,
the simulcast starts at 8:30, with
worship by Travis Cottrell and

a full day of speaking by Beth
Moore. The cost is $35 through
next Wednesday, then goes to $50
through the day of the simulcast.
Contact Shepherd’s Staff, (888)
687-2565, or office@shepherd-
staff.org, for information.

That’s the news for this week.
As always, I love to share your
news and special events. Just call
687-2076 or gmail griffithsgang@
gmail.com with your information.

Have a great week!

Scientists find ‘survivor genes’ in mites’s DNA

An international team of 55
scientists recently found why the
two-spotted spider mite is such
a survivor. They decoded its ge-
nome — its sequence of genes.

The team reported their result-
ing “gene map” is rather simple
for an arthropod (which includes
the insects, crustaceans and fami-
lies of centipedes and spiders).
Yet, the genome includes more
“detoxification” genes than ever
seen before — genes the mite can
turn on or off as needed.

“The team chose the two-spot-
ted spider mite because it’s a de-

structive, global pest,” said Ray-
mond Cloyd, K-State Research
and Extension entomologist. “It
can fairly easily develop pesticide
resistance. Plus, it can feed on an
amazing number of host plants —
which the team put at more than
1,100 plant species.”

The mite prefers hot, dry weath-
er, he added, but it’s a persistent
pest for houseplants and commer-
cially grown greenhouse plants, as
well as for landscapes, vegetable
gardens, market farms, orchards
and row crops. The mite also
thrives on and can spread from a

number of weed species.

Cloyd said the team’s kind
of research is vital to a world of
limited resources and growing
populations. It allows scientists
to target specific gene segments
as they seek ways to limit a pest’s
damage.

Among this study’s findings:
The spider mite has 39 protein-
encoding genes (some previously
unknown) in one ‘“resistance”
family. That’s many times the
nine to 14 “detox” genes currently
identified in both insects and ver-
tebrate animals.

“As part of their study, the team
switched the mites from one host
to another to see what happened,”
Cloyd said. “They found this mite
can activate some of those genes
and deactivates others to adjust
to a new situation. Undoubtedly.
that’s also a factor in how the
mites can actually adapt to toxic
plants, as well as develop resis-
tance to pesticides.”

For more about the study,
go to  www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2011/11/111123133125.
htm.
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Call today to sea how | maka Insurance simple
and can halp you protect what matters most

To have your ad placed
in the Business

Directory call Sharon
or Kathryn today at

462-3963
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Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

sespamny 501 22 comenons

Wood Shingles Licansed white TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bondad Modified Sysiems
Stone Coated Seel Insurad Bullt up SysiBms

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES  Elasiomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

James DesHoches | High Plains Plumbing
735 672-5032 Available 7 days a week

We offer a large range of quality
service, repair & new construction in the

residential & commercial market.

Gas Certified « Water Treatmnent & Filtration « Water Heaters
Salar = Service & Repair « Home Addition « Mew Construction

High Plains Plumbing | 462 U5 Highway 83, Oakley, K5 67748
wwihighplainsplumbingks.com | Emai: highplainsglumbingks@gmail.com

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

7 (800) 611-6735

ww MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Residential * Free Estimates

Commercial *

"1

THOMAS

punty INSURAMCE AGENCY
Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For gmat coverags
provide all your insurance needs:

ard cuslnmer
=envice comact mal

* Farm and Crop Insurance

* Inland Farine, Builders Risk

* Home, Auto, Boat, Moloecycle, BV

» Commercial Praperty, Automaobiles
» Gieneral Liabilitg, Workers Compensation

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home
Lots for Rent

5175 Month
fincludes water sewer & sionage shed)
EREE Month with approved application

Friendly Acres
Muolkile Home Park
1150 5. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Dr. Tom Barlow

DENTIST

785-460-7538

Appointments
Headily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

Baalmann

190 8. Franklin = PO, Box 391 = Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2321
“Family Serving Families™

* Funeral & Cremation Services
 Monuments & Prearrangements

| All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored |

Mortuary

ﬁxgh Plain,,

Live at the resart in your

. - = Auio Service . AV Muart RV Qakley/Colby!
Prime Rib # Body Shop and Collion Repsi L Live inyour RV at the #1
* Restusmanis rated RY rezsort in Kanzas.
* Salons and Dy 5405 monthly rent - includes

Spas.
= Sirip Malls, Condomindunms

water, sewer, alaciric & cable TV!
= Churches, Schools, Day Care Ceniters ! 2

Swimming poaol, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and leundry room, and store!
Weonk have a fow sites avaiable for monthiy guests, so cal us now

High Plains RV Rasont « (T85)672-3538 « www HighPlairsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!
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785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. » Colby, KS

Danniz A. Tubba/Agent

PO. Box 606 » 490 M. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 « Fax: 785-462-3752
diubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com




