
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/10

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 9/07

Famous Hand
Today’s deal occurred near the end of the 1989 

Venice Cup final between two women’s teams 
from the Netherlands and the United States. The 
Americans won the world title after outscoring 
their opponents by 49 International Match Points 
over the last 16 boards. This was the fifth deal of 
that set.

When the hand was first played, Kerri Shuman 
of the U.S. reached four hearts as shown. North’s 
two-diamond cuebid promised a sound raise in 
hearts, and South’s jump to three hearts showed 
extra values. North (Karen McCallum) then car-
ried on to game.

West led the ace of clubs and shifted to the six 
of diamonds. East won with the ace and returned 
a diamond, Shuman finessing the jack. West 
ruffed, but that was the third and final trick for 
the defense, so Shuman made her contract for a 
score of +620.

The same contract was reached at the other 
table, but here the defense by Americans Lynn 
Deas and Beth Palmer was far more efficient.

Deas, West, led her singleton diamond at trick 
one. Palmer won with the ace and returned the 
diamond four, a suit-preference signal directing 
West to return a club if she ruffed the diamond.

Deas ruffed South’s jack and, displaying full 
confidence in her partner, led a low club to East’s 
king. Palmer returned another diamond, and 
West’s ruff sank the contract.

The combined total of 100 points at this table 
and 620 at the other gave the U.S. a 12-IMP pick-
up on the deal.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Put some fun into your collections and start 
hunting for old or new figurines, plates and drink-
ing mugs that were meant to be jokes. Puzzle 
mugs date back to 
the 1700s. They were 
popular in taverns. 

When a patron was 
tipsy, the bartender 
poured ale into a 
mug that hid a real-
istic pottery frog at 
the bottom. Empty 
the mug and the frog 
appeared while other 
patrons laughed. In 
the early 1800s, Chi-
nese export porce-
lains were sometimes 
decorated with hu-
morous or off-color 
subjects. One famous 
design is a scene of a 
young woman wear-
ing a full skirt and 
sitting on a swing. 
The man next to her 
appears to be push-
ing the swing. But 
on the back of the 
plate you can see the 
back of the woman. 
Her skirt is pushed 
up to show her bare 
backside. The design 
was so popular that the same scene was made 
into a molded iron ashtray 100 years later. Many 
of these jokes were connected to drinking and 
bars. In the 1920s, when Prohibition was the law, 
dozens of small bottles and flasks were made by 
Schafer and Vater, a German company. A dishev-
eled drunk labeled “Prohibition,” an Uncle Sam 
figure holding a martini glass, a decanter shaped 
like a monk pouring a drink with the inscription 
“Spiritually Uplifting.” 

Twentieth-century joke ceramics range from 
dime-store “potty figures” of children sitting on 
potties to George Tinworth’s Royal Doulton figu-
rines of animals acting like humans and English 
Martinware fantasy birds with removable heads. 
Twenty-first-century jokes are easy to find and 
include Disney and comic-book characters. Many 
pieces made before 2000 sell for high prices.

Q: I own a 24-inch-high tiger maple dresser I 
found in my parents’ attic. In a drawer I found 
a stamped mark that says, “Widdicomb Compa-
ny.” On the back of the drawer someone wrote: 
“Trimmed July 8, 1911, Inspected August 14, 
1911, Varnished August 23, 1911, Polished Febru-
ary 2, 1912, and Inspected February 29, 1912.” 

  A: John Widdicomb founded his company in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1897. The company’s 
early work focused on interior woodwor, but it 
soon switched to mid-priced bedroom suites and 
kitchen cabinets. During the 1910s and ‘20s, it 
made bedroom suites with matching and contrast-
ing veneers. It continued to make furniture until 
2002, when the factory in Grand Rapids closed. 
L. & J.G. Stickley Co. purchased the company’s 
remaining assets.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Joke ceramics
a fun collection

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting
•

Terry 
Kovel

Schafer and Vater, 
a German company, 
made this musical de-
canter to joke about 
Prohibition. A perfect 
example would sell 
for $300. This 11-inch 
example was sold by 
Uniques & Antiques of 
Aston, Pa.


