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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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BEETLE'S IN BIG GREGt
TROUBLE, HE'S UP
THE CREEK WITHOUT

A PADDLE!
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WHAT HE REALLY NEEDS
IS A PARACHUTE !

YOU'RE PROBABLY WONDERING WHY
I'M A LITTLE ANNOYED WITH YOU ‘

RIGHT NOW »
= REALLY?

[ DION'T NOTICE
THAT YOU WERE
Y2 ANNOVED
WITH ME
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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OBVIOUSLY ['M ANNOYED! AND NOW
I'M MORE ANNOYED THAT YOU
COULON'T TELL ['M
ANNOYED WITH YOU!

Blohle 940

WELL, THAT 1S
ANNOVYING!

www.Blondie.com

SOUNDS LIKE A GUIY
TRYING TO DECIDE WHETHER
OR NOT HE WANTS TO

RAISE BEES...
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

THE SCIENCE CLASSES?2
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WOW, YOU MUST
KNOW' EVERYTHING | FNALLY SOMEONE

GETS IT! ONLY
NEXT TIME SAY
THAT LOUDER.

AROUND HERE.

Tock Tock

WHY 15 TODD CLEANING HIS RooM
50 FRANTICALLY?

WELL, AT THE MUSEUM
ToDAY, T MIGHT HAVE
MENTIONED. ...

AND THATS WHAT
HAPPENED -To DINOSAURS
WHO DIDN'T CLEAN THEIR
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Zits ®* Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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IS THIS ONE
OF THOsE
MUSICAL

GREETING
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A BILLCLINTON PEZ
DISPENSER, A PACKOF

TWAG MY IDEA
TOHOOK TP TO
THE SUBWOOFER.
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® Antiques and
Collecting

Joke ceramics
a fun collection

Put some fun into your collections and start
hunting for old or new figurines, plates and drink-
ing mugs that were meant to be jokes. Puzzle
mugs date back to
the 1700s. They were
popular in taverns.

When a patron was
tipsy, the bartender
poured ale into a
mug that hid a real-
istic pottery frog at
the bottom. Empty
the mug and the frog
appeared while other
patrons laughed. In
the early 1800s, Chi-
nese export porce-
lains were sometimes
decorated with hu-
morous or off-color
subjects. One famous
design is a scene of a
young woman wear-
ing a full skirt and
sitting on a swing.
The man next to her
appears to be push-
ing the swing. But
on the back of the
plate you can see the
back of the woman.
Her skirt is pushed
up to show her bare
backside. The design
was so popular that the same scene was made
into a molded iron ashtray 100 years later. Many
of these jokes were connected to drinking and
bars. In the 1920s, when Prohibition was the law,
dozens of small bottles and flasks were made by
Schafer and Vater, a German company. A dishev-
eled drunk labeled “Prohibition,” an Uncle Sam
figure holding a martini glass, a decanter shaped
like a monk pouring a drink with the inscription
“Spiritually Uplifting.”

Twentieth-century joke ceramics range from
dime-store “potty figures” of children sitting on
potties to George Tinworth’s Royal Doulton figu-
rines of animals acting like humans and English
Martinware fantasy birds with removable heads.
Twenty-first-century jokes are easy to find and
include Disney and comic-book characters. Many
pieces made before 2000 sell for high prices.

Q: I own a 24-inch-high tiger maple dresser I
found in my parents’ attic. In a drawer I found
a stamped mark that says, “Widdicomb Compa-
ny.” On the back of the drawer someone wrote:
“Trimmed July 8, 1911, Inspected August 14,
1911, Varnished August 23,1911, Polished Febru-
ary 2, 1912, and Inspected February 29, 1912.”

A: John Widdicomb founded his company in
Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1897. The company’s
early work focused on interior woodwor, but it
soon switched to mid-priced bedroom suites and
kitchen cabinets. During the 1910s and ‘20s, it
made bedroom suites with matching and contrast-
ing veneers. It continued to make furniture until
2002, when the factory in Grand Rapids closed.
L. & J.G. Stickley Co. purchased the company’s
remaining assets.
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Schafer and Vater,
a German company,
made this musical de-
canter to joke about
Prohibition. A perfect
example would sell
for $300. This 11-inch
example was sold by
Uniques & Antiques of
Aston, Pa.

Bridge ° Steve Becker

North dealer.

North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
MAKTS
YK 105
®873
972
WEST EAST
®J1063 Q92
v74 ¥982
.6 *AQ94
#AQIB64 SK 53
SOUTH
a4
YAQI63
®KJI1052
* 10
The bidding:
North East South  West
Pass 1e 19 1
24 Dble 3 Pass
49

Opening lead — ace of clubs.

Famous Hand

Today’s deal occurred near the end of the 1989
Venice Cup final between two women’s teams
from the Netherlands and the United States. The
Americans won the world title after outscoring
their opponents by 49 International Match Points
over the last 16 boards. This was the fifth deal of
that set.

When the hand was first played, Kerri Shuman
of the U.S. reached four hearts as shown. North’s
two-diamond cuebid promised a sound raise in
hearts, and South’s jump to three hearts showed
extra values. North (Karen McCallum) then car-
ried on to game.

West led the ace of clubs and shifted to the six
of diamonds. East won with the ace and returned
a diamond, Shuman finessing the jack. West
ruffed, but that was the third and final trick for
the defense, so Shuman made her contract for a
score of +620.

The same contract was reached at the other
table, but here the defense by Americans Lynn
Deas and Beth Palmer was far more efficient.

Deas, West, led her singleton diamond at trick
one. Palmer won with the ace and returned the
diamond four, a suit-preference signal directing
West to return a club if she ruffed the diamond.

Deas ruffed South’s jack and, displaying full
confidence in her partner, led a low club to East’s
king. Palmer returned another diamond, and
West’s ruff sank the contract.

The combined total of 100 points at this table
and 620 at the other gave the U.S. a 12-IMP pick-
up on the deal.
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“Daddy, how do “I’d better ask
| ... no, wait ... Mommy.”

it’'s math ...

Conceptis Sudoku ¢ Dave Green

5/ 1|6 294

7|5 411 g

4 8| |

97 51|

=

7

5|2 64|

1 2 I

2|7 9|6 Z

&)

9/8|2] [1|3]7] [
Difficulty Level % 9/10
This is a logic-based num- |7|1|3|8/4|5|2|6|9

ber placement puzzle. 5/6/9|7]2/3|1]4/8|:

The goal is to enter a num- i g i g Z é ; g :13 :
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich a5 1lola2l4]7 6
each row, column and 3x3 93 6l1 7 4582
regionmustcontainonlyone T4 Tgl3 5196 2|7
instance of each numeral. 6l71214/1/8l9 35

The solution to the last |3]9|5(2(6|7|8|1 4|

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
NRDTHA KDLNR LIIRNHXY

PTXJ] KXTFFJ] YTEYRDK ILN

CHPTATITX PLMXDTHX

YMHERK: DCR KCRNFT HPTYR.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A MOUNTAIN OF RED
TAPE DELAYS THE PROGRESS OF SOMETHING,
WOULD YOU SAY IT’S PAPER-WAIT?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals T

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 43 Menag- DOWN 26 Some-
1 Towel erie 1 Smacks where out
designa- 44 Chew, as 2 “American there
tion rodents - 27 Ball club
4 Wilde- do 3 Antitoxins from
beest 46 Used a 4 “Golly!” 50-Across
7 Oscar paper 5 Inquisitive 28 Musical
winner towel 6 Open, in combo
Patricia 50 Cincin- a way 29 Hodge-
11 Concept nati’s 7 “Forget podge
13 A billion state it!” 30 Piquancy
years 53 Pinch 8 —outa 31 Wit-
14 Gumbo 55 Infamous living nessed
need Roman 9 Upper 35 Peace
15 Ripped emperor limb (Sp.)
16 Kreskin's 56 Aspiration 10 Once 38 Japanese
claim 57 Genetic around money
17 Office stuff the track 40 Present
part-timer 58 Kindly 12 Cole 42 Fine
18 Does in bloke Porter and —
20 Opposite 59 Disarray musical 45 Somme-
of “nope” 60 Evergreen 19 That girl lier's sug-
22 Common- type 21 Arctic bird gestion
est 61 Decks 23 Blunder 47 Cheat at
English in the 25 Mosaic hide-and-
word ring piece seek
24 Elvis’ 48 Cube-
instru- smith
ment : SR Rubik
28 Annoys T k1 Tsia| 49 They get
32 Cutting E[s[s]E connected
tool H|A E|T[1]|S| 50 Resis-
33 Jai — ol _ tance unit
34Knock  [ld UIPIEIR) 51 Weeding
36 Pleased DIEIN ClalP implement
37 Fool A[R[E K 52 Tape
39 Roams MIA W ! speed
41 Followed [ 21Tt - meas.
relent- 54 Dog’s
lessly Saturday’s answer 9-10 hand

2 3 9




