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Small-town experiences lend
inspiration for author’s book

By STEPHANIE DeCAMP
sdecamp @nwkansas.com

A serial killer has moved to
Jennings, and the town vampire
doesn’t know what he thinks about
the newcomer.

That’s the premise of Brenda
Coffman’s new book, “Forsaken,”
which is available now on Ama-
zon.com.

“All of the characters are fic-
tional,” said Coffman, “and it’s
based in a small town in Kansas,
so I guess living in a small town in
Kansas definitely has had an effect
on that.”

Coffman published a previous
book, “Diana’s Dream,” that she
said received 4 1/2 stars on ama-
zon.com. It also made it to the No.
3 position on Amazon’s top free
best sellers list in horror. And she
has a third one in the works.

“I was going to do a follow up
on the first book,” she said, “but
it’s not the second part of the book

IOn the Beat

— just similar. It’s about a girl in
high school who is dating a boy,
and then they break up. Then she’s
kidnapped and taken to a cabin.

“I want to show some of the
things that teenagers go through
from day to day, all the stresses you
go through that you tend to forget
about when you look back.”

Coffman said she grew up in
Pennsylvania and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in business at Point
Park University. After college, she
moved around a bit, and lived in
cities, including Columbus, Ohio.
Wanting to get out of the city, she
found Jennings on the Internet and
has lived there since March 2011.

She and her husband Dan have
two boys, Brendan, 15, and Lu-
cas, 12. Coffman home schools
her boys and writes full-time from
home now.

So how did she get started?

“I actually won a contest in the
local newspaper,” she said, “in

seventh grade. It was a story about
Christmas. And I’ve been writing
ever since.

“I am one of those people who
can’t sit still, so I have all kinds
of hobbies. I collect coins, and I
read like crazy. I do a lot of things
online, t0o.”

One of those things is write, and
you can find over 100 articles by
her on the website helium.com,
from how to buy a horse to why
you shouldn’t buy perfume on im-
pulse.

It may not be exactly where she
thought she’d end up, but Coff-
man is sure of one thing: she’s a
writer, through and through.

“I always thought I'd be writing
more fantasy stuff,” she said, “but
I guess Stephen King had more of
an influence on me than I realized.
He talks about the English teach-
ers who always say they’re work-
ing on their book, and I thought, ‘I
just have to get on top of it.””

COLBY POLICE
Sept. 6

7:53 a.m.— Caller reported bark-
ing dog. Owner not found, will at-
tempt contact later in day.

8:42 a.m. — Driving while sus-
pended report filed on traffic stop.

10:26 a.m. — Caller reported
numerous vehicles had run stop
signs at Pine and Franklin over
last week. Extra patrol of area.

1:15 p.m. — Spoke to subjects
about transients in parking lot at
1615 S. Range.

2:25 p.m. — Caller reported she
was verbally threatened. No report
at this time.

3:18 p.m. — Burglary: caller re-
ported apartment broken into. Re-
port filed.

4:07 p.m. — Provided informa-
tion about restraining orders.

Friday

9:20 a.m. — Clerk advised play-
ground fence was struck by vehi-
cle overnight.

9:20 a.m. — Caller reported sub-
ject had a cell phone stolen earlier
in week. Report filed.

9:40 a.m. — Caller reported two
dogs at large walking south in the
300 block of N. Range. Turned
over to owner.

10:13 a.m. — Officer was ad-
vised of theft. No report, was a

prank and item returned.

12:39 p.m. — Subjects came
to station with recovered wallet.
turned over to owner at station.

1:18 p.m. — Subject came to
station about a ring she turned in.
Provided information.

1:58 p.m. — Caller received a
check that is fraudulent. Report
filed.

2:10 p.m. — Caller reported
woman backed into his car at 2000
S. Range.

4:24 p.m. — Caller reported pos-
sible drunk driver. Unable to lo-
cate.

6:33 p.m. — Caller reported
young kid riding bike on S. Coun-
try Club. Unable to locate.

8:45 p.m. — Driving while sus-
pended report filed on traffic stop.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Sept. 6

12:13 p.m. — Vehicle towing
trailer stopped in the 1900 block
S. Range. Got it moving.

1:53 p.m. — Released Christo-
pher Justin Wenzel.

2:41 p.m. — Released Carl Eu-
gene Vigil Jr.

2:54 p.m. — Mark Richard Har-
rison arrested on warrant.

2:54 p.m.— Daniel R. Brown ar-
rested on warrant.

3:22 p.m. — Released Brown.

3:56 p.m. — Released Harrison.

10:38 p.m. — Caller reported an
erratic driver eastbound on 1-70
from mile 43. Report filed for
driving under the influence.

11:56 p.m. — Booked Robert
Willoughby.

Friday

12:04 a.m. — Released Wil-
loughby.

7:41 am. — Released Robert
Lee Nathaniel Adams.

8:49 a.m.— Caller reported cows
not being fed nor watered. All ap-
peared OK.

2:14 p.m. — Booked Brandon
Allen Garner.

2:53 p.m. — Booked Joseph
Douglas.

4:19 p.m. — Booked Gerald
Jones.

4:40 p.m. — Released Jones.

7:49 p.m. — Booked Jarrod Fer-
guson.

8:12 p.m. — Narcotic viola-
tion report filed on traffic stop on
K-25.

9:11
Hickert.

9:40 p.m. — Ryan Seiwert ar-
rested on warrant.

11:10 p.m. — Booked Seiwert.

11:59 p.m. — Released Seiwert.

p.m. — Booked James

Sacred Heart students showed off their certificates for the 2012 Summer Fair Book .

Kids done with summer book project

Nineteen students at Colby’s
Sacred Heart School earned cer-
tificates for completing a book of
activities over the summer.

Principal Laura Krejci said the
kids completed 20 reading and
20 math exercises out of the 2012
Summer Fun Book.

“The purpose of the Summer
Fun Book was to help students

continue to learn over the summer
and better prepare them for the
2012-2013 school year,” she said,
“giving them a boost in reading
and math activities.

“Students were encouraged,
but not required, to complete this
book and bring it back by the first
week of school. Congratulations
to these students.”

Thomas County J ail

Those completing the book
were Jaren Rush, Oaklynn Car-
man, Meghann Elling, Lacy Wei-
gel, Jenna Reinert, Miah Jackson.
Cindy Chavez, Adam Schacher.
Emma Curry, Jalyn Sabatka, Aid-
en Cook, Tyler Voss, Lakin Denny,
Samantha Diederich, Jayla Rush,
Taden Fikan, Anna Brown, Kam-
rynn Elling and Mallory Jackson.

Booked into the Thomas Coun-
ty jail:

e Anthony James Walberg, 27,
Oberlin, May 16, failure to ap-
pear/failure to register, violation
for offender registration, Red
Willow County, Neb., Thomas
County Sheriff’s Office, released
Monday to Kansas Department of
Corrections.

e Timothy Allen Johnson, 19,
Boise Idaho, July 22, domestic
battery, criminal damage to prop-
erty, Colby Police Department, re-
leased Sept. 5 to other agency.

¢ Nathaniel Robert Adams, 19,
Hays, Aug. 2, probation violation,
Thomas County Sheriff/Court Ser-
vices of Thomas County, released
Friday for time served.

e Carl Eugene Vigil Jr., 32, Sali-
na, Aug. 23, probation revocation,
Logan County Sheriff’s Office, re-
leased Sept. 6 for time served.

e Christopher Justin Wenzel,
31, Wichita, Sept. 1, possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession/
distribution of hallucinogenic
drugs, possession of opiates, opi-
um, narcotic drugs or designated

stimulant, possession of drug par-
aphernalia (two counts), Kansas
Highway Patrol, released Sept. 6
on $100,000 appearance bond.

* Daniel Roy Brown, 27, Rich-
ardson, Texas, Sept. 5, possession/
distribution of hallucinogenic
drugs, using communication facil-
ity to arrange sale or purchases,
Highway Patrol, released Sept. 6
on $10,000 appearance bond.

e Elaine Kay Fentress, 65, Oak-
ley, Sept. 5, failure to appear,
Logan County Sheriff/Thomas
County Sheriff, released same day
on recognizance.

e Christopher Allen Hansen, 22,
Colby, Sept. 5, holding for other
agency, Thomas County Sheriff/
Department of Corrections, re-
leased Monday to Department of
Corrections.

e Mark Richard Harrison, 32,
Dallas, Sept. 5, possession/distri-
bution of hallucinogenic drugs,
using communication facility to
arrange sale or purchases, High-
way Patrol, released Sept. 6 on
$10,000 appearance bond.

e Robert Joseph Willoughby,

18, Goodland, Sept. 6, driving un-
der the influence, Thomas Coun-
ty Sheriff, released Friday with
charges pending.

* Gerald Tracy Jones, 19, Colby.
Friday, theft — less than $1,000,
Colby Police, released same day
on notice to appear.

* Ryan Eugene Seiwert, 32,
Oakley, Friday, battery, criminal
threat, Thomas County Sheriff,
released same day on $25,000 ap-
pearance bond.

* Troy Fulton Couse, 26, Colby.
Sunday, driving under the influ-
ence, refusal to take breath test,
Colby Police, released same day
on recognizance.

e Mark Anthony Farmer, 28.
Dodge City, Sunday, driving with
license suspended or revoked,
Thomas County Sheriff, released
same day on recognizance.

e Ferman L. Gibson, 56, Colby,
Sunday, driving with license sus-
pended or revoked, Colby Police.
released same day on notice to ap-
pear.

Cirvid Erowrws 1

&5 M. Frankdin

Caly, KB 677

TaG-452- 335
WEs.AgHTdIvidsrowne. oo

STTIEEL- 200, L miar SFC. Farn B
. Fami Busal L e | Brae
Sanics FODGE-ML-ET B-131

Auto | Home | Life

Call today to see now | maka INsurance simple
and can help you protect what matters most

[ 13

FARM BUREAL FINANMCIAL SERVICES

frssrance = feeesimeniy

SO0 & 5o AW T ugh FEL MarbilBg Sareces, LLC -, S4D0 niwarsy e, Wt Do Maimes 4 S0055,
& Lol m_ﬁm’ . Wesamn RN RN
| e R “Corapeary prilidars f Fan Burma

» To have your ad plar.:ed in the Business Directory call
Sharon or Kathryn today at 785-462-3963 «

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

sespamay 5 22 comerons

Wood Shingles Licansed whita TPO Single Ply
IR Shinglas Bendad Moditied Sysiems
Stone Coated Seal Insurad Bullt up Sysiams

Metal Paneis FREE ESTIMATES  Elastomenc Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
TEE 672-5032 Available 7 days a week
We offer a large range of quality

service, repalr & new construction in the
residential & commercial market.

Gas Certified « Water Treatrnent & Filtration « Water Heaters
Salar « Service & Repair « Home Addition « Mew Construction

High Plains Plumking | 482 US Highway 33, Cakley, K5 7748
v highplainselumiingks_ com | Emad: highplairselumniing ks{iigmail .com

QJA

Quality Title
& Abstract, Inc.

Ysit-

h’ﬂ 160 East 4th

Colby, KS

| 785-460-1858 Phone " 785-460-7356 Fax

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735

wunw MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

THOMAS

cunty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to
provide all your insurance needs:

+ For great coverags
ard cuslomer
senvice comact ma!

» Farm and Crop Insurance

# |nland Marine, Builders Risk
® AUED Service

* Home, Auto, Boat, Molcecycle, BV H

» Commercial Prapety, Automaobiles
» Gieneral Liabilitg, Wiorkers Compensation

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home
Lots for Rent

5175 Month
finclrdes water, sewer & siovage shed)

FREE Maonth with approved application

Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 5. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Dr. Tom Barlow

DENTIST

785-460-7538

Appointments
Headily Available

205 H M. Franklin, Colby

Baalmann

190 8. Franklin * P.O. Box 3591 » Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families”
* Funeral & Cremation Services
¢ Monuments & Prearrangements
All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

Mortuary

MY Hll-uﬂ

ﬁ\gh F"l' ding

Live at the resart in your

RV Qakley/Colby!

Prime Rib

oow Lake

Gt ¥ Cotiirt & RECTAMRANT
785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. + Colby, KS

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

» Contrachors

* Restaurants

» Salons and Day Spas

* Sirip Malls, Condominiunes

» Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Denniz A. Tubba/Agent

PO. Box 506 « 430 M. Franklin
Ph: 786-462-3939 . Fax: 786-462-37562
dtubbs@thomascountying.com « www.thomascountyinz.com

Live in your BV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kanzas.

#1855 monthly rent - includes
weater, s=ewer, alactric & cabla TV!
Swirmming poaol, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,

clubhouse and laundry room, and store!
Weonk have a fow sites avaiable for monthly guests, so cal us now

High Plains RV Rasont « (T85)672-3538 « www HighPlairsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPAMNE PROPANE!




