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Are Blue and Red
today’s Civil War?

There must be half a dozen tourist trains in 
Colorado, and at least three of them are in or 
near the San Luis Valley, where we go to relax 
and rejuvenate each summer.

The biggest and fanciest is the Durango and 
Silverton line, which runs from, amazingly, 
Durango to Silverton. You can ride in private 
cars, parlor cars, Pullman cars or by plain 
old coach. They all take you the same place, 
through the gorgeous Rocky Mountains. The 
big difference is the price. You can pay $189 
for a seat in the fancy cars or you can enjoy a 
regular coach seat or stand in the open gondola 
car for $81 a person. 

Either way, you go from the college town of 
Durango up to the mountain mining town of 
Silverton for lunch and then back by train or 
by bus, your choice. The train is cooler, but the 
bus is a whole lot faster.

We love the Durango and Silverton, but it’s 
about half a day’s drive over the mountains to 
get there. We either have to spend a couple of 
nights in Durango, or leave and return from 
our place in Creede at unholy hours of the 
morning and night.

I wasn’t up for either this year, but I really 
wanted to ride on a train. More than that, I 
wanted to try the parlor car. I wanted to sit in 
a car with a couple of dozen chairs lined up 

looking out the windows on both sides and an 
attendant to bring my hot chocolate, sodas or a 
snack. I wanted to see how the other half lived, 
or at least traveled, in the 1900s.

The closest was the Rio Grande Scenic Rail-
road, which had trains departing from Alamo-
sa, about an hour and a half away, each morn-
ing and had both regular and parlor-car seats. 
This trip looked ideal. It was closer and cheap-
er than the Silverton train, and we could get to 
Alamosa and back on the same day with ease. 
The trip wasn’t quite as long or spectacular, 
but it’s always fun and interesting, and ends at 
the little mountain town of LaVeta.

However, they didn’t have any seats left in 
their parlor car. Must be popular.

Well, with my heart set on the parlor car, I 
started checking again.

My next choice was the Cumbres and 
Toltec Scenic Railroad, which runs from An-

tonito, Colo., to Chama, N.M., with a stop in 
the middle at Osier, Colo., about halfway, for 
lunch. Actually, to do this involves two trains, 
one coming from each direction. If you take 
the trip all the way from Antonito to Chama, 
you have to return on a bus. Or, you can take 
the train from either end to Osier and return to 
your destination on that same train.

This time, I lucked out. Two seats were 
available in the parlor car. I booked them, and 
we were off. 

Our train almost got out of the station at 
Antonito before it broke down. We were soon 
transferred to a bus and driven to the other end 
to meet the train coming up from Chama. Most 
of us got to sit in the half-empty parlor car, but 
a few folks lost their fancy seats.

Steve and I lucked out, however, and got 
parlor seats. 

I think that has probably used up my al-
lotment of luck with trains, so I’ll just take a 
coach seat next time, or just take the ding-dang 
bus.

Cynthia Haynes, co-owner and chief finan-
cial officer of Nor’West Newspapers, writes 
this column weekly. Her pets include cats, 
toads and a praying mantis. Contact her at 
c.haynes @ nwkansas.com

Train trip turns into trying experience

The title “Five day campout on four days of 
food and a live chicken” describes a lesson at 
the Hong Kong International School, where I 
taught many years ago. The description of this 
optional outdoor education unit for our middle 
school students made it clear that the culmi-
nating activity would be the killing, dressing, 
cooking and eating of a chicken for the last 
day’s dinner. There would be no other food 
available that day. 

After four days of providing chicken feed to 
their last meal, the kids were given a cleaver 
and their live chicken. No kid was forced to 
kill the animal. Some chose to go hungry that 
day.

Among the “objectives” of the lesson: 
“don’t expect someone to do something for 
you that you are not willing to do for your-
self,” and “there is a connection between the 
plastic-wrapped, sanitized piece of meat in the 
supermarket and a living animal.” 

Our grandparents knew where their meat 
came from. They knew what “butcher knives” 
were used for. But every year, our next genera-
tion of youngsters has less and less exposure 
to the realities of what happens at a packing 
house. It is time for the educational system 
and the meat processors to get back into real-
ity education. 

Unfortunately, today, lawyers in the distant 
offices of various meat-packing firms, are 
making it difficult for Kansas biology teachers 
to do the most elementary of dissection les-
sons. Nothing generates more awe and respect 
for the complex structures in an eye than the 
careful dissection and examination of a cow 
eyeball. Yet several major packing companies 
have closed off our long-standing access to 
cow eyeballs on the grounds that nerve tissue 
might carry mad-cow disease. It is a non-exis-
tent problem – there are no “mad cow” prions 
in today’s cattle herds in the United States. 

Any teacher who wants to take students on a 
tour of a Kansas packing plant is out-of-luck, 
as our industries hide their processes behind 

closed doors. This secrecy gives animal-right-
ists a big advantage. 

Part of this week’s Kansas State Fair is a 
competition among our 4-H kids who show 
livestock and sign “intent to sell” forms – they 
know where their food comes from. But our 
city kids often haven’t a clue how their ham-
burger or chicken gets into their favorite sand-
wich. As rural populations shrink, we cannot 
afford to see this imbalance between the aware 
and the ignorant grow. 

Temple Grandin, the Colorado State Uni-
versity professor of animal science who has 
designed livestock handling facilities used by 
meat processing plants, agrees. Speaking at 
the Animal Science Conference and Venture 
Forum on Sept. 5 at the MinnWest Technol-
ogy Campus in Willmar, Minn., she explained: 
“We’ve got to show what we do. We’ve got to 
get over being bashful.” 

As reported in the West Central Tribune in 
Willmar, “Grandin urged the industry profes-
sionals at the conference to ‘show stuff done 
right’ and to ‘put up tons and tons of videos 
showing the entire process….’”

Far from driving students away, she con-
tends that this understanding will encourage 
many young people to consider agricultural 
technology as a career. 

We do not need to look out of state to see 
examples of students who entered nursing and 
medicine because of their experiences with 
meat processing. In an earlier interview, one-
time governor candidate and state Sen. Jim 
Barnett told the Emporia Gazette that his in-
terest in medicine began from his examining 

the entrails of a chicken his mother had pre-
pared for dinner. 

The current educational oppression of No 
Child Left Behind testing has prevented teach-
ers taking any field trips, let alone trips to cattle 
lots and packing plants. But middle school is 
the age that my Hong Kong school and Temple 
Grandin recognize is the time for this reality 
check with interesting lessons. 

Kansas schools need to introduce our agri-
culture, ag-technology businesses and related 
careers to students in middle school. We need 
the participation of our meat industries and 
they need to be fully open about what they do. 
Over time, it will take the impact away from 
animal rightist sensationalism. 

At last week’s conference, Grandin sum-
marized it clearly: “If you don’t show kids 
interesting stuff, they won’t get interested in 
interesting stuff.”

John Richard Schrock is a board member 
of the National Animal Interest Alliance and 
trains Kansas biology teachers at Emporia 
State University. This column represents his 
personal views only.

Monday was the 150th anniversary of the bloodiest single-
day battle in American history.

On Sept. 17, 1862, Union forces under Maj. Gen. George 
McClellan attacked Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee along the 
Antietam Creek near Sharpsburg, Md. It was the first major 
battle in the Civil War. 

The Confederate force, outnumbered nearly two to one, 
fought the Union Army to a standstill. Lee withdrew the next 
day and poor Union leadership allowed him to escape.

The result: 3,654 men were killed, with another 17,000 
wounded, all of them Americans. The true tragedy is that the 
battle was tactically indecisive. Though the Union force was 
superior, McClellan failed to commit much of his army and 
ended up letting Lee escape, something that would plague 
Union commanders throughout the rest of the war. The only 
bright spot about the battle for the Union was that it ended 
Lee’s invasion of Maryland. 

Had McClellan pressed his advantage, he might been able 
to destroy Lee’s army and end the threat of the Confederacy’s 
single greatest general.

Twenty thousand men was a large price to pay with little to 
show for it.

Americans today are not used to those kinds of casualties 
in war. In the entirety of the Iraq War, 4,805 Americans were 
killed in eight years. Compare that to nearly 5,000 dead in three 
days at Gettysburg and 6,821 dead in 30 days on Iwo Jima. 

Modern wars are different, and while the sacrifice of our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and marines is no less meaningful today, 
we should still take lessons from our past.

The United States has become increasingly divided in recent 
years. It is no longer the Blue and the Gray, but the Blue and 
the Red. We have become as bitterly separated over things like 
health care and Social Security as we were over slavery and 
states’ rights 150 years ago.

We simply cannot afford another Civil War. The last one cost 
more than half a million lives and completely destroyed the 
economy of the South.

What would a civil war look like today? Red States and Blue 
States are scattered around, and no state is completely homog-
enous between liberals and conservatives. There would be no 
Mason-Dixon line, no clear dividing line between opposing 
nations. It would truly result in a country going up in flames.

The bottom line would be that with advances in technology, 
another civil war would be utterly devastating. America nearly 
destroyed itself 150 years ago, and if brother fought against 
brother today, it would truly destroy itself.

We must remember that there is more that unites us as Amer-
icans than divides us, that despite our political differences, we 
must learn from our past and keep those differences in the 
realm of discourse, and not let it come to arms.

–Kevin Bottrell, Goodland Star-News Lesson learned through live chicken
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Where to write, call
   
   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart 
Senate Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510.  (202) 224-4774 
roberts.senate.gov/public/
   U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, 354 Russell 
Senate Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510 (202) 228-6966. Fax (202) 
225-5124 moran.senate.gov/public/
   U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 126 
Cannon House Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515.  (202) 225-2715 
or Fax (202) 225-5124. 


