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Mobile idea shower helps North Dakota teen towards college

By James MacPherson
Associated Press

ALEXANDER, N.D. (AP) -
[t took little more than a day for
18-year-old Evan Jensen to smell
opportunity in North Dakota’s
booming oil patch.

The recent high school gradu-
ate got a whiff of himself and his
21-year-old brother, Justin. The
two had been sleeping in a pickup
while looking for work in the oil
fields of North Dakota.

“We smelled,” he said. “Bad.”

Thousands of workers have

lOn the Beat

descended on the region to seek
their fortune in the oil fields, and
housing construction and growth
of brick-and-mortar businesses
haven’t kept up. The closest
shower to Jensen was at a truck
stop some 60 miles away.

That’s when the idea for a mo-
bile shower hit him harder than the
reek of his own B.O. The money
he’s made from it could help him
get to college.

“There are a lot of necessities
that aren’t available out here,”
Jensen said. “Like a place to take
a shower and brush your teeth.”

An armada of food trucks and
other roving enterprises was al-
ready catering to oilfield work-
ers. The teen believed others also
would value a hot shower nearly
as much as a hot meal.

He pitched the idea to his parents
back at their farm near Lake Pres-
ton in eastern South Dakota. His
father and other relatives helped
him convert a 53-foot semitrailer
into a five-stall shower center with
an office and laundry facilities.

A 6,000-gallon semi tanker
alongside the trailer provides fresh
water and collects the greywater.

The mobile venture, called Bet-
ter Showers, rolled into an RV
campground in the heart of the
oil patch in June. A shower costs
$10, with a half-price discount for
residents of the RV park where the
business is located. Towels and
washcloths are $1 extra. The wa-
ter pressure is strong, the soap is
free and there is no time limit.

The business is parked along
U.S. Highway 85, the busiest two-
lane highway in western North
Dakota, where about 100 trucks
pass by every 10 minutes. The
showers are open from 4 p.m. to

11 p.m., the time when most peo-
ple are getting off work.

At least two dozen people stop
daily, and Jensen said most are re-
peat customers. They come from
around the globe, and he knows
most of them only by nicknames,
such as “Cowboy” and “Mondo.”

“It’s been a very educational
adventure,” said Jensen, whose
hometown has fewer than 600
people.

Jensen said he earned several
thousand dollars this summer
from the showers. He recently ad-
vertised the business on Craigslist

at $95,000 and hopes to use the
proceeds to pay for four years of
tuition at McNally Smith College
of Music in St. Paul, Minn.

The talented musician and
writer begins classes this month.
McNally Smith President Harry
Chalmiers said Jensen’s entrepre-
neurial spirit will serve him well
in the music industry, another
tough business.

“I brainstorm and think of
what’s in demand here,” Jensen
said. “I’ve got a bunch of ideas.
All it takes is guts, really.”

COLBY POLICE
Sept. 8

1:07 a.m. — Caller reported dogs
barking. Taken care of.

2 a.m.— Caller reported possible
animal cruelty. Everything OK.

7:44 a.m. — Burglary: caller re-
ported his vehicle getting broken
into last night. Report filed.

11 a.m. — Provided blocks for
truck convoy through town.

2:54 p.m. — Caller had lost
wallet earlier at 2000 S. Range.
Report filed. At 3:33, wallet was
found, turned over to owner.

4:16 p.m. — Subject came to sta-
tion about problem with juvenile.
Provided information, no report.

5:29 p.m. — Caller reported bi-
cycle lying in grass alongside Kyle
Railroad tracks in the 900 block of
E. 10th. Report filed.

7:44 p.m. — Caller reported dog
at large caught. Turned over to
Colby Animal Clinic.

8:04 p.m. — Caller reported her
son was bitten by a dog while rid-
ing his bicycle. Report filed, no-
tice to appear issued.

10:20 p.m. — Caller reported
two juveniles playing on edge of
roadway. Not found.

10:34 p.m. — Caller reported
barking dog. Owner not found.

10:42 p.m. — Open door on a ve-
hicle; all OK.

10:47 p.m. — Spoke to subject
about open flame on grill.

11:44 p.m. — Caller reported a
barking dog. Left message on cell,
unable to catch dog.

Sept. 9

2:23 a.m. — Management called
about several intoxicated subjects
inside business. Subjects left and
everything OK.

6:18 a.m. — Driving under the
influence report filed for traffic
stop. 24/7 towed vehicle.

12:06 p.m. — Spoke to subject
about yard sale signs on city prop-
erty.

2:13 p.m. — Spoke to subject on
skateboard in downtown area.

3:50 p.m.—Recovered property:
subject came to station with bike
found in alley. Report filed.

4 p.m. — Driving while suspend-
ed report filed on traffic stop.

5:17 p.m. — Criminal damage:
caller advised his vehicle was bro-
ken into. Report filed.

6:33 p.m. — Provided directions
to motorist.

8:57 p.m. — Provided directions
to motorist at Dillons.

Sept. 10

2:34 a.m. — Noise complaint.
Spoke with subjects.

3:13 a.m.— Caller reported lock-
ing keys in vehicle. Provided in-
formation. Another officer flagged
over for the same reason.

9:09 a.m. — Caller reported ve-
hicle parked three or four feet
away from curb on Brookside
Drive. Notice to appear issued;
vehicle moved.

9:36 a.m. — Stalled pickup
parked off roadway in the 1200
block of S. Franklin. Not a traffic
hazard; owner not found, message
left.

9:36 a.m. — Caller reported
subject driving all over roadway
northbound on Franklin. Spoke to
subject on traffic stop.

1:41 p.m. — Spoke to subjects
about kids jumping on a table at
Fike Park.

2 p.m. — Employee called about
incident involving a juvenile there.
Report filed.

4:30 p.m.
filed.

4:32 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
ject upset with her and threatened
to shoot her. Report filed for crim-

— Burglary report

inal threat.

5:45 p.m. — Domestic problem.
Just verbal.

Sept. 11

2:55 p.m. — Caller reported be-
ing harassed by e-mails. Informa-
tion provided.

3:09 p.m. — Subject came to sta-
tion about lost handicap plaque.
Report filed.

9:32 p.m. — Provided welfare
check for Oakley Police Depart-
ment. Everything OK.

Last Wednesday

1:42 a.m. — Open door at busi-
ness. Employee inside.

7:23 a.m. — Hit and run collision
at Oasis.

8:04 a.m. — Caller reported semi
illegally parked on his property.
Would be moved shortly.

8:14 am. — Removed debris
from roadway at Fourth and
Franklin.

10:08 a.m. — Caller reported vi-
cious dog at large. Report filed.
Notice to appear issued.

12:47 p.m. — Subject came to
station in reference to someone us-
ing her credit card. Report filed.

12:52 p.m. — Provided traf-
fic control in the 200 block of N.
Range for stalled vehicle.

1:12 p.m. — Caller reported indi-
viduals going door to door.

2:44 p.m. — Caller reported
criminal damage. Report filed for
miscellaneous information.

9:15 p.m. — Protective custody
report filed on welfare check.

Thursday

12:54 a.m. — Deputy requested
a city unit to assist in searching a
house.

7:49 a.m. — Collision at Garfield
and Plum. No stop sign at that in-
tersection.

11:14 a.m. — Caller reported
subjects and vehicle parked. Lo-

cated vehicle,
OK.

Noon — Caller reported receiv-
ing harassing e-mails. Report
filed.

2:23 p.m. — Collision in Wal-
mart parking lot. Report filed.

2:23 p.m. — City Hall received
call about dogs. No one at resi-
dence, report filed.

6:31 p.m. — Caller reported jew-
elry being taken. Report filed.

10:03 p.m. — Caller reported
possible attempted suicide. Ev-
erything OK.

Friday

2 a.m. — Driving under the influ-
ence report filed for traffic stop.

2:08 a.m. — Driving under the
influence report filed for incident.

10:10 a.m. — Subject advised of
dog on chain caught under trailer
at 485 Walker. Unable to get close
to dog, tried to contact owner.

1:53 p.m. — Caller reported two
dogs at large. Unable to catch.

2:07 p.m. — Caller advised
of losing wallet when traveling
through Colby. Report filed.

3:58 p.m. — Provided informa-
tion on phone scam.

5:54 p.m. — Caller reported ve-
hicle parked all summer. Spoke
with owner; vehicle will be prop-
erly tagged or removed.

7:26 p.m. — Report filed regard-
ing phone harassment.

8:08 p.m. — Caller reported ju-
veniles with knife. Unable to lo-
cate subjects.

subjects checked

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Sept. 8

11 a.m. — Provided blocks/es-
corts for Truck Convoy.

10:34 a.m. — Released Jarrod
Ferguson.

10:38 a.m. — Took inmate
from Law Enforcement Center to

Larned State Hospital.

11:23 a.m. — Vandalism/theft:
caller advised of possible theft in
Brewster. Report filed.

9:20 p.m. — Building checks at
Rexford School.

9:27 p.m.— Open door on wood-
working shop at Rexford school.
All OK; key holder contacted.

10:10 p.m. — Deputy with Kit
Carson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Burlington, Colo., called
in a third-party report of drugs
and paraphernalia left in trash in
women’s restroom at westbound
I-70 rest area west of Colby. Un-
able to locate.

11:26 p.m. — Driving while re-
voked report filed on traffic stop at
U.S. 24 and County Rd. 11.

Sept. 9

1:48 a.m. — Caller reported loud
music. Subject spoken to, music
turned down.

6:56 a.m. — Booked Troy Fulton
Couse.

7:12 a.m. — Released Couse.

9:28 a.m.— Caller reported dam-
age to property. Report filed.

4:10 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
jects shooting a gun from their ve-
hicle. Spoke with individuals.

4:39 p.m. — Booked Ferman
Gibson.

5:15 p.m. — Released Gibson.

7:40 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
jects shooting a gun from their
vehicle.

8:32 p.m. — Jose Javier Valdez-
Castell arrested on two warrants.

8:50 p.m. — Booked Valdez-
Castell.

Sept. 10

12:57 p.m. — Alcohol violation
report filed on injury accident at
11:43 p.m. Aug. 24.

2:20 p.m. — Caller reported pos-
sible prowler or break in. All OK,
unable to locate.

2:49 p.m. — Shiloh Rae Crandall
arrested by Salina Police Depart-
ment on warrant.

Sept. 11

10:13 a.m. — Laura Hickert ar-
rested on warrant.

12:22 p.m. — Booked Karlee
Shenise Wilson.

9:08 p.m. — Alan Schoenberger
arrested on warrant.

Last Wednesday

11:50 a.m. — Brought prisoner
from Salina to Thomas County.

12:26 p.m. — Civil forfeiture re-
port filed.

Thursday

12:52 a.m. — Booked Lyznea L.
Hetrick.

12:54 a.m. — Caller requested an
officer to check residence in refer-
ence to incident. House secured.

7:58 a.m. — Subject brought
tag to the office found on U.S. 24
about four miles east of Colby.
Report filed.

9:43 a.m. — Released Lynzea L.
Hetrick.

9:45 a.m. — Took subject to
Larned State Hospital.

12:53 p.m. — Insufficient funds
checks report filed on Michael S.
Juenemann.

3:47 p.m. — Jacob Yamauchi ar-
rested on warrant.

3:47 p.m. — Adam Peterson ar-
rested on warrant.

Friday

12:35 a.m. — Booked Amber
Smith.

1:11 a.m. — Booked Michael
Henderson.

2:30 a.m. — Driving under the
influence report filed on traffic
stop in the 700 block of W. Third.

8:40 a.m. — Helped Highway
Patrol with noninjury accident at
I-70 mile 56 eastbound.

5:59 p.m. — Civil forfeiture re-
port filed.
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» To have your ad plar.:ed in the Business Directory call
Sharon or Kathryn today at 785-462-3963 «

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

sespamay 5 22 comerons

Wood Shingles Licansed whita TPO Single Ply
IR Shinglas Bendad Moditied Sysiems
Stone Coated Seal Insurad Bullt up Sysiams

Metal Paneis FREE ESTIMATES  Elastomenc Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
TEE 672-5032 Available 7 days a week
We offer a large range of quality

service, repalr & new construction in the
residential & commercial market.

Gas Certified « Water Treatrnent & Filtration « Water Heaters
Salar « Service & Repair « Home Addition « Mew Construction

High Plains Plumking | 482 US Highway 33, Cakley, K5 7748
v highplainselumiingks_ com | Emad: highplairselumniing ks{iigmail .com

QJA

Quality Title
& Abstract, Inc.

Ysit-

h’ﬂ 160 East 4th

Colby, KS

| 785-460-1858 Phone " 785-460-7356 Fax

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735

wunw MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

THOMAS

cunty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to
provide all your insurance needs:

+ For great coverags
ard cuslomer
senvice comact ma!

» Farm and Crop Insurance

# |nland Marine, Builders Risk
® AUED Service

* Home, Auto, Boat, Molcecycle, BV H

» Commercial Prapety, Automaobiles
» Gieneral Liabilitg, Wiorkers Compensation

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home
Lots for Rent

5175 Month
finclrdes water, sewer & siovage shed)

FREE Maonth with approved application

Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 5. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Dr. Tom Barlow

DENTIST

785-460-7538

Appointments
Headily Available

205 H M. Franklin, Colby

Baalmann

190 8. Franklin * P.O. Box 3591 » Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families”
* Funeral & Cremation Services
¢ Monuments & Prearrangements
All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

Mortuary

MY Hll-uﬂ

ﬁ\gh F"l' ding

Live at the resart in your

RV Qakley/Colby!

Prime Rib

oow Lake

Gt ¥ Cotiirt & RECTAMRANT
785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. + Colby, KS

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

» Contrachors

* Restaurants

» Salons and Day Spas

* Sirip Malls, Condominiunes

» Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Denniz A. Tubba/Agent

PO. Box 506 « 430 M. Franklin
Ph: 786-462-3939 . Fax: 786-462-37562
dtubbs@thomascountying.com « www.thomascountyinz.com

Live in your BV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kanzas.

#1855 monthly rent - includes
weater, s=ewer, alactric & cabla TV!
Swirmming poaol, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,

clubhouse and laundry room, and store!
Weonk have a fow sites avaiable for monthly guests, so cal us now

High Plains RV Rasont « (T85)672-3538 « www HighPlairsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPAMNE PROPANE!




